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WEEK 1 – January 10
Course Introduction

Geography matters
· Geography as a subject of study is becoming increasingly important as people everywhere struggle to understand a world that is full of instant global communications, rapidly changing international relationships, unexpected local changes, and growing evidence of environmental degradation
Importance of places
· Settings for people’s daily lives and their social relations
· People learn who they are and how they should behave
· Social construction of places: given different meanings by different people for different reasons
· I.e. a hockey arena, vacation spot, neighborhood, etc.
· Places are sites of innovation and change (i.e. Industrial Revolution in England, ‘hippie’ movement in San Francisco)
Interdependence
· Places
· Each place filling specialized roles in complex, far-reaching, and ever-changing geographies (i.e. Manhattan as a hub of financial and business services, yet relies on people from business schools from all over the US, blue-collared workers from neighboring areas, and skilled immigrants from all over the world; food relies on imports from all over the country and internationally; consumer goods are manufactured all over the world)
· Individual places are tied into wide processes of change (i.e. New York gains a business school graduate, someone else’s loss)
· Objective vs. subjective meaning (literal location vs. personal meaning)
· Geographic Scales
· Relationships between global and local scales
· 4 levels
· World economy: the world grouped as one
· World regions: large-scale geographic divisions, i.e. Europe, South Asia
· National states: independent political units (i.e. Canada, China, Mexico)
· Human Settlements: the level which people’s lives are organized through their work, consumption and recreation. (i.e. neighborhoods, cities, even the body to define cultural differences such as skin tone)
· Two-way Process
· Places are not just distinctive outcomes of geographical processes, places are part of the processes themselves
· Processes result in a distinct physical environment, yet the neighborhood characteristics in turn have a strong influence on the continuing processes of real estate development, housing market dynamics and migration.
· Environment adjusts to people as people adjust to their environment

WEEK 2 – January 17
People and the Natural Environment

People and the Natural Environment
· Different perspectives of nature
· How we relate to nature
· Human impacts on the environment
· Some historical context
· How can we measure our impact?
· Main case study:
· Energy 
Serious Environmental Challenges:
· Deforestation
· Desertification
· Acid rain
· Urban air pollution
· Water pollution / scarcity
· Loss of biodiversity
· Depletion of natural resources
· Soil erosion
· Climate change

“Everything that is natural is something humans have not created.”
“How to approach environmental issues is to rethink our effect on nature.”

Different perspectives of nature
· What is nature?
· Natural foods
· Human nature
· Natural disasters
· Natural habitat
· Nature conservation
· Religious / philosophical perspectives on nature:
· Religious beliefs and cultural vales affect how resources are used
· Ex. Buddhist, Judeo-Christian, Aboriginal
Theoretical approaches – “social nature”
· The invention and reinvention of nature as a socially constructed concept, and the way different interpretations are shaped by different world views
· Struggles over the meaning of nature, and how it should be represented, managed or protected.
Why does it matter?
· Struggles over the meaning of nature, affect how it should be used, managed, or protected – and by who
· Two broad philosophies concerning the protection of nature:
· Conservation: reduce footprint, still understands use of natural resources (i.e. controlled resources)
· Preservation: “hands off” approach, protect it and not touch it, small amounts of scientific resources or no-trace recreation (i.e. hiking under strict guidelines), but not effecting nature at all
· i.e. Yellowstone National Park
· Used by Native Americans for over 10,000 years, over 1000 archaeological sites
· When the park was established, indigenous peoples were removed and traditional resource uses prohibited
· On the notion that nature had to be protected
· Result: massive fire, removal of people and suppression of fires resulting in one massive fire in 1988

Environmental Working Group report
· Provides and analysis of greenhouse gas emissions associated with different foods, finding that if the US didn’t eat mean for one day a week, it would be like taking 7 million cars off the road

The Industrial Revolution
· Biggest transition in human history in regards to environmental impact
· Factories
· Automobiles
· Sparked a growing concern for the environment
· Rachel Carson, Silent Spring (1962)
· Montreal Protocol (1987)
· Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro (1992)
· 30,000 delegates
· Talked about global environmental issues and international cooperation to solve these issues
· Kyoto Protocol (1997)
· Many countries agreed to reduced greenhouse gas emissions

How can we measure our impact on the environment?
· The “I=PAT” formula:
· Human impact = population x affluence x technology factor
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