STATE, NATION, NATIONALISM
KEY TERMS
· The State 
·  Failed State 
·  Treaty of Westphalia 
·  Sovereignty 
·  Nation-state 
·  Nation 
·  Nationalism  
· Citizenship 
·  Naturalization 
·  Multi-national state 
·  Consociationalism
·  Multiculturalism
KEY QUESTIONS
·  What are the defining elements of the modern state? 
·  What are the different interpretations of the role of the state in political science? 
·  What is Renan’s conception of the nation? Fichte? 
·  What is the difference between a nation-state and a multi-national state? 
·  What are the different strategies to “manage” diversity in multi-national and multi-cultural states? 
·  What are the different models of citizenship Spotlight on: Somalia, Germany, Canada
DEFINITION OF THE STATE
· Mintz et al.: “An independent, self-governing political community whose governing institutions have the capability to make rules that are bidding on the population residing within a particular territory.” 
· Max Weber: “(…) a human community that (successfully) claims the monopoly of the legitimate use of the force within a given territory.”
· A state is a community that exercises force on a legitimate matter.
· A government changes but a state does not change. 
· There are different levels of government within a state. 
· The government is an instrument of the state. 
THE TREATY OF WESTPHALIA AND THE MODERN STATE
· Treaty of Westphalia (1648) – a treaty that was signed to end the thirty years’ war. 
· Notion of sovereignty 
· Establish the foundations of national armies
· Sovereignty is the authority of the stare recognized by other states and non-state actors to govern matters within its own borders: People, security, forms of government, etc. 
· Emergence of core group of states that would dominate European and World politics until the early 20th century 
· Russia, Australia, UK, France, Netherlands and Belgium emerged as dominant players.
· Emergence of Capitalism.  
· Characteristics of the modern state
1. A modern state has the monopoly over the means of violence (controls territory)
2. Territoriality- has a territory with borders
3. Sovereignty- state accepts that they won’t intrude in each other’s matters 
4. Constitutionality
5. Impersonal power- power doesn’t belong to just one person 
6.  Citizenship- provides rights, responsibilities
7. Taxation 
8. A public Bureaucracy 
POLITICAL SCIENCE AND THE MODERN STATE
·  Pluralist interpretation: a neutral arbitrator between competing forces- (state is neutral)
·  Marxist interpretation- the state is seen as an instrument of the capitalist/wealthy- it is there to protect the rich. 
·  Weberian interpretation- the state has its own interests/ different from capitalists/ not neutral and not in service of the bourgeoisie.  
WHY IS THE STATE NECESSARY? 
· “Hereby it is manifest that during the time men live without a common power to keep them all in awe, they are in that condition which is called war; and such a war is every man against every man.”  
· “Whatsoever therefore is consequent to a time of war, where every man is enemy to every man, the same consequent to the time wherein men live without other security than what their own strength and their own invention shall furnish them withal. In such condition there is not place for industry, because the fruit thereof is uncertain; (…) and which is worst of all, continual fear, and danger of violent death; and the life of man, solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.”
· There is no place for industry 
· Life would be awful without the state- Four reasons why the state is important: 
1. The state provides order- without order, there is war, chaos and etc. 
2. Without a strong state, we aren’t protected 
3. Defending property rights- without the state, you can’t defend your own property
4. The state is essential to enforcing contrast 
A FAILED STATE?
· A failed state is one that is incapable of ensuring a monopoly of a legitimate use of violence. Ex: Somalia is a failed state. 
· Characteristics of a failed state: 
1. Loss of physical control in the territory 
2. Erosion of the legitimize state 
3. Inability to provide basic public services- weak and has few resources
4. Inability to interact with other states as a full member of the international state. 
THE RISE OF THE NATION-STATE
· A state is a political community and a nation-state is in the form of a political community 
· Nation-state: A sovereign state based on people living in a country who share a sense of being a member of a particular nation 
· The state should be based on a nation 
· France and US are two nation-states 
·  Key moments in the creation of nation-states: 
· Revolutionary moment: France and the United States 
· Italian and German Unification 
· Woodrow Wilson and the right to self-determination 
· End of colonialism 
· End of the Soviet Union and other Communist Regimes
THE NATION
· Mintz: “A group of people who share a sense of common identity and who typically believe they should be self governing within their homeland.” 
· Benedict Anderson: “Imagined Community”
· People have a feeling that they belong there 
· We imagine ourselves to belong to the Canadian community 
WHICH NATION? WAS ALSACE-LORRAINE FRENCH OR GERMAN?
· Alsace-Lorraine is German in the sense that they speak German there and have German traditions but physically it is part of France. 
· “What characterizes a nation is having a dream to do things together.”
· A nation is a bunch of people who share the same language or ethics. 
THE JANUS-FACED CHARACTER OF NATIONALISM
· Nationalism: A belief system that gives special significance to the nation as a source of loyalty, a nation it wishes to promote and preserve 
· Two faces of nationalism 
· Nationalism and democracy: If the nation is sovereign, then you have to eliminate the dictators because power lies within the state 
· Nationalism and exclusion: Atrocity (the worst form of this would be “The Holocuast”- the Nazis wanted to eliminate the Jews to protect the Germans 
· Two types of nationalism 
· Ethnic: associated with fish/political community should be based on ethnicity  
· Civic: political values in history should be the basis of the nation-state

· Most states share both types of nationalism. 
· Every state has more than one nation: Example: UK is the State and Ireland, Scotland are the nations. 
· More than two nations in a state is a multinational state. 
CITIZENSHIP
· Citizenship: status granted to citizens that comes with responsibilities and duties as well as rights 
· Citizen – a formal member of a state and therefore eligible to enjoy specified rights and privileges 
· Most states have formal, legal rules about who is automatically included as a citizen
· Being a citizen gives you tremendous opportunities 
JUS SOLIS
· Birth in a certain territory 
· Implies a territorial understanding of birthright citizenship 
· Recognizes the right of each person born within the physical jurisdiction of a given state to acquire full and equal membership of that polity  
· Regardless of the circumstances of the parents’ entry into the country, their legal (or illegal) residence, the child’s length of stay in the state, effective ties to the polity, and so on.  
· Is associated with the “civic” form of nation and nationalism
· Over-inclusive?- Some people feel that it’s bad because it rewards illegal immigrants.  
JUS SANGUIS
· Confers political membership on the basis of parentage and family links: it automatically defines children of current members of the polity as the future citizens of that community  
· Exclusionary overtones often associated with ethnic nationalism  
· A camouflage for discrimination? 
· Some sections of the population denied access to the rights and benefits of citizenship due to a criterion they cannot choose or change – their ancestry  
· Under-inclusive? Some feel that it’s racist. 
CITIZENSHIP IN GERMANY
· After WW2, many people from Turkey came over to work but never left, their kids who were born in Germany were never given citizenship or the rights of a German. 
· A German soccer player was born in Poland but was given immediate citizenship because his grandparents were German. 
NATURALIZATION
· The legal method for acquiring citizenship other than through birthright is naturalization. 
· A voluntary process: agency of individual, acceptance by state 
·  US, Canada: permanent residents for (5, 3) years 
· European countries: more restrictive 
· Only 2% of world’s population gain citizenship through naturalization: the vast majority of people still acquire citizenship as a function of passive birthright, and not as a result of active adult consent.
BEYOND THE NATION-STATE: THE MULTINATIONAL STATE
·  Not a consensus about what is a multinational state 
·  Challenges of the Multinational State: 
·  Justice: one nation can dominate over another  
·  Stability; Example: Canada and Quebec  
· Efficiency: Nations spend so much time fighting each other that nothing gets done.
· Spain is multinational because it has different nations
· Belgium is also a multinational state. 
IS CANADA A MULTI-NATIONAL STATE? 
“That this House recognize that the Québécois form a nation within a united Canada” 
Parliamentary motion, November 27th, 2006
· Some say yes and some say no 
· Sociologically, it is a multi-national state because of Quebec 
TYPES OF DIVERSITY IN MULTINATIONAL STATES
· Language: there are different nations because of the difference in language 
· Religion:  Nations are divided because of the difference in religion- Examples: Ireland, India, Israel, Iraq, Cyprus, China, Nigeria, Lebanon, and Russia.  
·  History: Example UK, Canada (Aboriginals)
·  Mix Cases
FORMATION OF MULTINATIONAL STATES
· Treaty 
·  Great Britain: Different political communities who have decided to join together. Example: Scotland joined Britain.  
·  Revolution 
·  Belgium: The Dutch wanted to be with the French during the Revolution because they shared the same religion.  
·  Conquest 
· Canada 
· Colonial Legacy 
· India 
· Nigeria  
NATIONAL MINORITIES VS CULTURAL MINORITIES 
·  Will Kymlicka’s Argument 
·  Societal Culture  
· Territorial Concentration: Scottish Canadians can’t try to be independent because they are spread out but Quebec can because they are all concentrated in one area.   
· “A culture which provides its members with meaningful ways of life across the full range of human activities including social, education, religious, recreational and economic life, encompassing both public and private spheres. These cultures tend to be territorially concentrated and based on a share language”.
Different Demands: 
·  National Integration: Culture Minorities want more representation 
·  Anti-Discrimination Measures 
· Positive Discrimination or Quotas 
· Self-Rule: National Minorities want self-rule and greater Autonomy, more power and recognition.  
·  Territorial Institutions 
·  Recognition
STRATEGIES TO MANAGE NATIONAL DIVERSITY: NATION-STATE VS STATENATION (ALFRED ET AL.) 
·  Nation-state approach 
·  Domination and Forced Assimilation  
·  Secession 
·  State-nation approach 
·  Minority Rights
·  Territorial Autonomy (Federalism)
· Consociational Arrangements: 
1. Each community comes together for the well being 
2. Neutral Vito- If the Dutch decide to pass a bill, the French has a Vito that they can use to stop the passing of the bill.  
3. Proportionality- Example: 40% of people in Ireland are Catholic so 40% of the jobs in the police force are reserved for the Catholics 
4. Segmental Autonomy- the state leaves the community to take care of its own affairs as much as possible 
NATIONAL MINORITIES AND SELFDETERMINATION
· Increase trend towards independence 
·  1955:76 UN Members 
· 2010:192 UN Members 
·  Achieving Independence 
·  Civil War (Eritrea) 
·  Referendum (Quebec, Macedonia) 
· International Recognition 
· Growing Demands for independence 
·  Democratic Norms 
· Globalization: Economic and Political Arguments
CULTURAL AND ETHNIC PLURALISM
· Forced Exclusion 
· African-Americans in the United States, Blacks in South Africa 
· Assimilation and Republicanism 
·  Democratic Foundations 
·  Non-Democratic Means (France- Forced people to give up language and religion)
· The Power of the Market (United States) 
· Multiculturalism (Canada) 
· Canada: From a “White Heart” to the “United Colors of Benetton” 
· Definition: Canada: A Success Story? Different than the United States?
· Canada is more successful at being multicultural than the US is because Canada does not share a border with a developing country. 
· Canada is perfect and balanced in terms of multiculturalism 
· Canada has a very thin meaning of being Canadian 
· Canada does not force the citizens to give up any of their own beliefs, values and traditions 
· Canada has a very liberal labour market 

