Chapter 1
The Nature and Value of Critical Thinking 
1.2.1.1 Realism, Relativism, and Nihilism
· A realist about some subject matter is one who thinks that there are truths in that area, and they are independent of what anybody else thinks they are,
· A Relativist believes that there are truths in the subject area but what they are depends on what we take those truths to be.
· Nihilism no truth at all.
1.2.3.1 Emotional and Pragmatic Reasons
· Pragmatic Reasons: to believe something because believing it makes it easier for us to achieve our goals and objectives. 

1.2.3.2 Epistemic Reasons
· Epistemic Reasons: are reasons to think that a belief is true or accurate, that it captures the facts properly, and they need have no special bearing on our emotions or practical challenges.
· Knowledge requires strong epistemic reasons.

1.2.4 Good Reasons are sufficient and acceptable
· A belief is justified enough for knowledge only if it is based on good enough reasons.
· Reasons have to be sufficient to support the belief, and acceptable.

1.2.4.1 When Evidence Conflicts
· Overidden: Conflicting evidence points in different directions. New evidence is found or brought up to rule out current evidence.
· Undermined: When we have good reason to think that the evidence we have is from a source that is not trustworthy.

1.4 Mistake to avoid 
· Appeal to Origins: it is a mistake to assume that a belief s originating reasons are epistemic reasons too.
· Personalizing Reasons: It is a mistake to personalize reasons by treating them as if they belonged to someone.
· Appeal to relativism: It is a mistake to assume that truth is relative.
· Appeal to emotion: It is a mistake to base our beliefs only on our emotions.
· Privileging Available Evidence: It is a mistake to assume that evidence that we currently have is more acceptable or more sufficient than evidence that we might collect.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Appeal to tradition: It is a mistake to believe or do something simply because that belief or practice is traditional. 
