WGST Lecture 4: Semester 2

4 Specific Types of Violence: Direct, Structural, Cultural and Psychological
1. Direct Violence: entails the use of intended and direct physical force by one actor against another 
2. Structural Violence: comprises both intended and unintended violence as a result of the impact of social structures
3. Cultural Violence: is violence promoted through expressive and exploitative images, symbols, language, art and the media as well as through social practices and institutions such as family, church, school and legal systems
4. Psychological Violence: is violence of the psyche, emotional torture, degradation, name calling, etc.
Violence is…
· Multidimensional
· Complex
· Interrelated
· Gendered
What is Gendered Violence?
· Feminist theorists increasingly questions the definitions, nature and causes of violence
· What counts as violence
· Is socially constructed, has varied over time, and reflects patriarchal power relations
· Women’s specific experience’s of violence is often invisible to society
· Structures and interrelationships of multiple forms of violence is difficult to see because they seem normal 
The Continuum of Violence:
· Gendered violence ranges from
· Direct physical violence: hitting, pushing, battery, sexual assault, rape and murder
· Structural violence: public/private separations, economic segregations, job discrimination, legal system/policy
· Cultural structures: inadequate health care and reproductive (health) interventions/initiatives, patriarchy, normalization of violence, racism, ablism, homophobia
· Psychological violence: emotional abuse, sexism discrimination in all its multiple forms, harassment, intimidation, victim blaming and forced internalization of oppressive stereotypes
The continuum of violence allows for an understanding of:
· The gendered nature of violence
· Men as the subjects (perpetrators) of violence and women are the objects (targets/victimized by violence)
· Male power and control over women as gendered violence
· How patriarchal structures and power relations as perpetuating, legitimating, and normalizing violence against women
· How patriarchal structures act in tandem with racial, economic, political and cultural structures to augment the continuum of gendered violence
· A continuous series of elements or events that form an interrelationship between, and the accumulation of, violence gendered practices 
Culture of violence against women (VAW)
· What is culture?
· What is violence against women?
· What is a culture of violence against women 
What about Patriarchal culture?
· The socially and historically constructed:
· Power and privilege afforded men – fathers, uncles, brothers, sons 
· Valuing of men and devaluing of women 
· Subordination and control over women’s 
· Opportunities, bodies, minds, and movements 
· Is this violence? 
Mechanisms of the culture of VAW:
1. Normalization of violence against women
2. The silencing of women’s experience of violence 
3. Pervasiveness of the traditional public/private dichotomy
· The culture of VAW is vested in power relations and hierarchies that disadvantage, subordinate and hurt women 
1995 murder of Pamela George
Who was Pamela George?
· Member of the Salteaux nation
· Mother with 2 young kids
· Sister daughter 
· A product of neocolonial violence
How did the jury see Pamela George?
· Prostitute
· Indian (with negative stereotypes attached)
The accused:
· Violent
· Murders
· Adventurers / colonial extension
· Interlopers
· Average day followed by dinner out and ff to the cabin
How did the jury see the accused?
· Young
· White
· Idle-class
· “Boys”

Defense
· Not them
· Must have been an aboriginal man
· Diminished responsibly for beating George, since they were both drunk
· That it was a “pretty darn stupid thing”
· Boys will be boys
· Not murder 
· Consider that Pamela George was after all only prostitute 
Just a prostitute defense means:
· Pamela George was:
· Asking for it
· Murdered in a space known for violence to occur 
· Aware of the dangers of her job
· Not valuable, a disposable body
· Not a citizen who was deserving of protection in law
· They convicted (of manslaughter):
· Did not commit the crime with intent 
· Things just got out of hand
· Boys will be boys
· After all she was a prostitute of no value to anyone 
What do race, sex(uality) and class have to do with murder?
· In both cases a majority of these w
Commonalities exist:
· Behaviour of governing authorities: 
· Authorize gendered violence – and actively participate in gendered violence
· Fail to ensure the security of particular residents, through both action and inaction 
Gendered violence and the continuum of violence
· The violence missing ad murdered women experience in Vancouver and ciudad Juarez is embedded in a continuum of gendered violence 
· Women experience violence because they are women
· Gendered violence I located and practiced
Gendered violence 
· Is located and practiced in relationship, encounters and institutions
· Is constructed by, and is a reflection of, the power relations that constitute patriarchy, (neo)colonialism, economics, law
· Theoretical framework of gendered violence and its continuum allows for an interrogation of the gendered nature of violence, where men are the subject of violence and women are the objects 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Femicide VS Homicide
· Femicide has been a term in use for over 200 years
· In the 1990s that feminists explicitly linked femicide to the misogynist a
Homicide : A gender neutral term
· In writing and speaking about murder and homicide as if it no sex were apparent 
· There is anerarsure of both the sex of the victim and its misogynist and / or sexist motivated perpetrator 
· In naming the killing of women by men femicide, such killings are removed from isolated incidences to the extreme manifestation of a prevailing social problem – gendered violence 
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