Alexander Pope
· 4’3” tall. Health issues. Catholic. Laws on books in England forbidding Catholicism. They weren’t allowed to get a degree, hold office, have a profession. So he’s an outsider in 2 ways. He was self educated. But he was self-educated. 
Arabella Fermor and her Hair
· Well born catholic being courted by another well born catholic Lord Petre. He cuts a lock of her hair and she is outraged and it creates a divide between the two families. The poem is said to have been written to smooth things out…probably not true.
The Rape of the Lock
Dedication Letter
· He opens with making us wonder how seriously this should be taken.
· Draw attention to the follies but being light hearted about it. He is suggesting that this will be a light satire. For people with well enough humor to laugh at themselves. Hopefully will make you smile at your own follies.
· “Trivial things are made of the utmost importance” how would this be received by a modern feminist? Would she respond well to it…with the ability to laugh at herself or would it be part of the reason her family wouldn’t want it to be published.
· “ I know how disagreeable it is to talk about hard words in front of a lady” he might be apologizing for talking over her head…about things ladies might not know about in this era…or it could be a jab calling her sex dumb.
· He always generalizes women…he isn’t directing the jab just at her but at all women…or the opposite he is trying to make her feel better by saying don’t worry it’s not just you its all women.
· “the fair sex have read it for one by mistake” women read lighter less serious books…so they may have thought it was fiction when it was fact or the opposite because women aren’t as good as reading.
· So this way if she sees the poem as being about her it’s just because she’s a woman. 
How does the letter shape the reading experience?
· Makes it less light hearted than it would otherwise be.
· Hes taking the poem seriously although he says the dispute is trivial
The Rape of the Lock
· Into is reminiscent of the into in Paradise Lost
· Both have small events open Pandora’s Box. Simple acts that cause a fall from grace
· Eden and the women are pure and then tainted in some way…by eating fruit or having a lock cut off.
· He makes a joke out of the situation by making the cutting of her hair as epic as the fall of humanity.
· Pope is considered a major poet of the English language
· Written in iambic pentameter 
· Unstressed and stressed syllables
· A repeating pattern of iamb that repeats 5 times to give us 10 syllables 
· Scansion is the practice of identifying these stresses and unstresses in words
· If the poet deviated from the pentameter it might be to make it try to stand out
· Pope never breaks it which is surprising
· Paradise lost is blank verse…not like pope who uses rhyming couplets
· The couplets end with natural pauses. These are called closed or heroic couplets. Pope is in the definition of heroic couplets.
· Look at Keats, Endymion for an example of open couplets
· In Keats’ poem you might not hear the rhyming couplets because they run into each other (this is called enjambment)
· So when reading pope we must consider the other options of writing he has and why he chooses to write the way he does
· If we have a pause in the middle of a couplet it’s called a caesura and its meant to draw attention to the line.
· He takes two sides on the issue: How could he do that to her? How could she reject him?
· “her eyes eclipse the sun” she’s awake and shes beautiful…sun woke her up
· More epic language
· We hear about a dream she has where her guardian Arielle is warning her about something.
· Telling her she will be transformed into a celestial being and is just encased in a mortal body for now. When women die they retain some of their human vanities. “the graver prude sinks downward to a gnome…” warns that being a prude or taking one’s self too seriously makes you a gnome.
· “whereas the light coquettes…” the less prudish become “sylphs”
· She says that its really the sylph’s that protect the women’s virtue? Not the women themselves
· If they think too highly of themselves they will also be a gnome?
· Be both proud and not proud. flirt but not too much.
· She’s being warned to play her cards carefully…literally and figuratively.
· Then she is getting ready for the day
· The language seems like she has a narcissistic view of herself. Or he is drawing attention to this unknown set of rituals that makes the women around men beautiful.
· Pride is one of the seven deadly sins so we see some religious overtones
· When he puts the cross on arabella its unclear what he is doing…making a religious statement? Marking her as different? Catholics use a lot of symbolism.
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