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Room: Part I
· Jack rescues her twice. By being born and giving her hope and by more literally saving her life.
· In WNTTAK they have every advantage and the relationship goes awry this is just the opposite.
· Donoghue says that book made it easier to write this book.
· Taps into many themes we discussed this year.
· Based on Fritzl case. He held his daughter down there for 24 years. She had 7 children. His wife (the girl’s mother) was upstairs and apparently did not know her daughter was downstairs even though the incestuous kids were being sent upstairs.
· Room is not incest old nick is a stranger to Ma
· The oldest kids in the fritzl case were grown-ups and knew exactly what was going on and couldn’t even ever stand up right because the room they were held in was so small.
· Page 69… “I don’t think you appreciate how good you’ve got it here” he’s mad because she’s cooked something with curry and it will alert people to the fact that people are living there.
· In Oroonoko the narrator sees new cultures but in room he sees HUMANITY for the first time. In holocaust poems they often dehumanize people…these people kind of Gain humanity 
· Sometimes the voice of a 5 year old feels more honest but at the same time it can take away from its credibility.  
· His birthday is a triggering event for the plot. Something has to be done when he turns 5. When old nick loses his job and might lose she worries that he’ll leave them behind to die.
· Jack only questions Ma’s authority when she says that there is a world outside Room. 
· She plays the parrot game with him where he has to repeat as much as he can from TV. He develops a vocabulary and his memory. Although she monitors what he watched heavily. 
· He is trained in what it is like to be part of a culture although he is not aware of that community.
· She does all the things her culture teaches mothers to do with their kids…eat right, exercise, limit tv, read and write, learn how to be part of a community.
· She hopes that they will escape one day so she wants him to be normal when they do.
· The routine also helps keep her sane like the chopping vegetables with Kevin’s mom
· Ma comes under similar scrutiny that Eva did
· 182…”like a newborn in many ways…likely to be challenges in social” she thought he was ok and is upset to hear that he is having some challenges.
· Pulling on the common experience of having a life that mainly revolves around the mother to encompassing the rest of the world.
· The question being asked is what do children need?
· Jacks view of Old Nick is as the “Bringer” he brings them things…as a positive figure…only the bed creaks he creates trouble him. Ma tries to challenge this view eventually. 
· Think old Nick “santa clause” the bringer
· He never sees him but he brings them things... they never form a relationship.
· Around 30-60 Ma describes the physical similarities between her and Jack and ignoring the similarities between Jack and Old Nick.
· She makes sure that Old Nick does not contribute at all to jacks early experiences. Hoping nurture will push out nature.
· Think of a religious frame work
· Jack ask Jesus and kind of saves her
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Old Nick is another word for Satan but also kind of appropriates god and the room as hell or in old nicks eyes it should be their heaven.
