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Richard III Part I
· No redeeming qualities.
· Some suggest in Richard III we have a stock figure instead of a character that represents a human being. Instead he embodies evil. A medieval tradition.
· Thomas More depicts Richard as evil in his historical account 
· Hates women
· Strong themes of the mother-son relationship
Act 1 Scene 1
· Henry VI has died in war and Edward (rich’s brother) is now King
· He thinks the wars are over
· Remember in Henry V he was so enthusiastic about war
· Richard enjoys the conflict of war not the gains from it
· He talks about his deformity which at the time would have been a marker of his character. So if you were ugly you were not favored by god so when talking about his ugliness he is also talking about his character and his soul. Like in Oroonoko where his beauty was an indication of his goodness.
· “scarce half made-up” not quite human. Making himself up rather than his parents child?
· Or that he was born early…his mother’s body rejecting him.
· He talks about setting his two brothers against each other. He probably wants them out of the way to get to the throne. He talks about it as if because he cant participate in the war he will be the one to start it.
· He talks a lot about his jealousy about his brothers being able to get women. He seems to want to take vengeance for this as well.
· Shakespeare assumes we know that Edward IV has a mistress as well as a  wife
· So we have gotten a sense of the reasoning behind his creation of trouble.
· He tells Clarence he wont be in prison long…he says it like this but intends to kill him
Act 1 Scene 2
· Anne and Edward are married in the play. Anne is mourning her father? And knows its Richards fault. She attacks his deformaties 
· “your bed chamber” shows his wit is not affected by his deformities. Also the intricate banter and wit shows them to be well matched. 
· He’s just killed her husband and father and reacts angrily.
· He says he does it out of love for her. But clearly he’ll say anything.
· He then admits to killing her father 
· Anne doesn’t kill him when he offers her the sword 
· Why?
Act 1 Scene 3
· Margaret Henry VI’s Widow speaking in asides 
· He acts as a prophet in this scene as many of the predictions she makes come true.
Act 1 Scene 4
· This original audience would know that Clarence died by drowning
· So when he dreams of it they know whats coming
· He talks about how the queen has been given a title but is not born of nobility 
· second murderer talks about conscience as if its weakness 
· tension between obeying the king and the king of kings being god.
· Larence believes its his other brother sending him and thinks Richard loves him
· How does he screw this up? Everyone hates him?
· He  can turn a phrase though as we saw with Anne so its possible that he has manipulated them into believing that he loves them. 
Act 2 Scene 4
· The mother says he didn’t grow the nephew says he grew so fast…the boy says the nurse told him. 
· The confusing shows how much people hate him by showing the dark legends that surround him.
· Suggests the heresy already surrounding him
· 





