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Oroonoko: Part II
· “Tis worth my suffering…” Oroonoko suggests that this reflects badly on not only the captain but his god as well. So the captain has made an attack on his own religion by swearing on it.
· The Cornish man is supposed to be well educated and recognizes Oroonoko’s greatness…sees the perfection of his body so assumes perfection of mind. Unlike Richard III will be.
· Trefry instead swears on his honor. Oroonoko believes him even though he has been tricked…is this the author showing his blind faith? Or is this showing of Oroonoko’s wisdom…does he see honor in men because he is a warrior? Or is he just taking a chance?
· “he has little reason to trust the words of a Backearay…” so he does know enough to not trust people blindly.
· The man who promises him death Oroonoko says would be the only white man to tell the truth.
· Had the narrator and Trefry been there things may have gone differently…but Oroonoko says that white MEN never tell the truth…the author finds a loophole for HERself…but he does seem to feel betrayed by them all now.
· Trefry seems to be all talk…he tells small lies…he has good intentions…but never acts
· Sometimes it seems to be like the author is trying to hold Oroonoko apart from the rest of his people…above them…so that’s why it’s not okay with the narrator that he’s a slave…but if he represents his people then it seems like she could be arguing against slavery all together….or maybe slavery just isn’t the theme at all. 
· When she talks about the natives for example she doesn’t single out any one of them as individual people. 
· Oroonoko is described as kingly and cannot escape his kingly-ness even when in ordinary clothes. His royalty is innate. 
· “Live o king long live o king” they praise their slaver which is the exact opposite of what you might expect. There is no sense of injustice here. This kind of slavery by conquest seems to be okay.
· Trefry also seems to be in love with Imoinda but doesn’t treat her like a slave and just take her because her demeanor, sad and modest, disarmed him.
· Others laugh at this but Oroonoko applauds this because the woman could be noble (he doesn’t know it’s his love yet) so he isn’t quite as perfect as he seems…he wouldn’t care if it was possible to tell if this was just a commoner…also he may draw on his own experience of having his love taken from him unjustly. 
· There are a couple of levels of response towards the idea of raping slaves. No one seems perfectly against it.
· “by nature slaves…” he joined into the salves as their leader but believes there is a natural order and some are meant to be slaves.
· “My dear friends and fellow sufferers…” uses rhetoric like in Henry V to rouse them to get something risky done. The author is showing that he like henry is a natural king. Uses similar ways to convince them…he appeals to them as individuals and suggests they could be his peers afterwards. Something to be earned…they weren’t earned as slaves by conquest so they deserve better than this…they deserve their freedom…their oppression has been forced. Suggests they are being treated like animals and could take back their humanity. 
· When they don’t win the rebellion though he goes back to thinking of them as being born to be slaves…uses the same terminology he used to rouse them to begin with.
· It’s like he believed they could be reclassified as real people by his standards but failed to do so.
· But did he ever believe it at all? He needed them to win because he would be freed also.
· He promises to pay for his freedom with more slaves.
· The narrator has made promises to him also. Is she apart from all those who didn’t follow through. Her lack of identification of WHO didn’t follow through. She always says THEY. 
· “ I took it ill…” again she shows her possible distrust. She always seems eager to say she wasn’t there when bad things happened to Oroonoko.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]There is suggestion that she is really writing about things happening in her own world. The king that is about to be set aside as if kingship isn’t just innate and this country is going to be just given to the Dutch just like Suriname.

