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· He talks about his own experience with 9/11 and how it impacted his art.
· As well as the impact on society
· He mentions that irony is dead a couple of times
· He says that it changed our social language…the way we talked and joked changed.
· He talks about the holocaust a couple of times throughout
· Maus was the story of his Fathers experience in the holocaust
· The media is something between us and the event
· It separated the categories of experience and spectatorship
· Generation experiences are different
The Cover
· Visual representation of the absence
· The “No Towers”
· Art’s wife was the Art Director at the New Yorker
· The two towers in the shadows of a black sky
· Conveyed the image of the day well
The Back Cover
· The jumpers
· The people who committed suicide after the towers were hit
· They are borrowed cartoon images from other comic strips 
· Alludes to simpler time
· Maybe makes the impact of them falling for the viewer because tyou know the images of the cartoon characters
The Title
· Ironic because the towers cast a larger shadow now that they can cast no shadow at all. Ironic because he says some have said irony is dead.
· The mental shadow
The BOOK
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· He treats the towers as a symbol of an earlier time
· He makes a joke about how ugly he found them and how it wouldn’t be so bad that they were gone if not for the implications of their destruction
· Their symbolic importance was part of the reason why they were chosen…most expensive real estate in the financial district of the most expensive city in the world…and emblem for capitalism.
· He himself was uncomfortable with what they stood for as well…similar to how the terrorists would have seen them…but differentiates using the nose metaphor.
· Shows his own relationship to the buildings…in retrospect he mourns the  buildings 
· He uses the words awesome a lot and plays with duality of the word.
· Forces us to pay attention to the words he is using
· Awesome makes us look at the way we see terrible scenes in movies. “that scene was awesome” points to the billboard of a Schwarzenegger movie
The Preface
· I tend to be easily unhinged. No attempt to be objective. Warns us about how the book is written. The sky is falling…sense of panic…
· Talks about the propagandistic use of the event
· Remember how Chicken Little exclaimed “the sky is falling the sky is falling” jumping to conclusions about what is actually going on.
· Commentary on the response of the government to the events
· Also his own illogical response
· The literal sense of the skyscrapers/people falling
· He’s is talking as much about himself as an artist as he is 9/11
· Identifies himself with falling into this state at small things and how he was ill prepared for the sky actually falling
· Historical history and personal history collide.
· Our will and things beyond our will (in poem if)
· When he starts this way we expect to have to take things he says with a grain of salt
· Identifies himself with his temperate
· Identifies with his family history son of holocaust parents very pacifistic
· Identifies with New Yorkers from the area of the attack
· Identifies with the rest of New Yorkers
· Identifies with the rest of the US
· Identifies with the rest of the world
· He resigned from the New Yorker because they weren’t covering the events enough…complacent…not questioning enough.
· Acts like it’s because of his own hysteria
· Once he starts working in Germany? His ideas aren’t so radical.
· He talks about things he left out
· Too much material to fit in
· For himself as much as for his audience
· He talks about his final product being fragmentary
· So much going on not a very structured narrative
· His systems of perception and representation have been affected.
· He can’t say what he saw but is compelled to tell it over and over
· The rhyme of the ancient mariner? 
· The albatross around his neck weighs him down and forced him to tell it over and over
· He talks about how slowly he makes this book…how long he has to relive it for
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· A lot of picture references to air.
· Compares the quality of air from Auschwitz to the air after 911
· People are burning in the building people burned at Auschwitz
· Indescribable as a description
· He’s a smoker and worries about the air and makes him need to smoke irony
· A cigarette replaces one of the towers symbolically, slowly burns down, and creates cancers. 
· “Due to today’s unusual conditions…no students allowed outside”  trying to control an uncontrollable situation…if they don’t see it it’s not there
· Principal is in charge of a bureaucratic system where he has no idea what to do….just like bush handled it in the classroom of kids.
· Sometimes the responses seem absurd
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· What information is he assuming we know?
· Making themselves the victims without cause
· He assumes we know certain iconography…eagle…
· Cheney uses a box cutter to cut the bird….terrorists used box cutters to hijack the plane….Cheney was thought to run the show and bush was a face…Cheney is flying the bird and cutting it…the bird is an eagle representing the states…they’re attacking the country…
· There was a large believe that they hated us because we were free
· The vulture is there symbolizing death the media feeds on death.
· 

· What kind of a perspective is he giving on the media?
· Signs that it was coming could have been underreported 
· The holocaust was still there in the media making us expect the other shoe to drop
· [bookmark: _GoBack]You can’t put the events into true perspective because you’ve seen so many similar images in the media…the kids don’t get that its serious
· The media like in the painting can capture a moment in time but be devoid of emotion
· One reason he left the New Yorker 
· 


