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· Media is developing more quickly and also has a growing influence on our lives.
Story 1: Egypt and Writing
· Writing was important to how the expanded their empire.
· The invention of writing brought the fear that people will rely on books to remember things for them.
· The king sees a lot of problems that could arise from this new form of communication.
Story 2: Plato and Poetry in Greece
· If Plato was setting up the ideal society he would get rid of the poets and replace them with philosophers and people with a more linear line of thought.
· Poets told stories of adventure and violence, there was a fear of the effect it would have on people.
· He opposed writing for content and style
· Carr believes that every medium conceptualizes different aspects of the mind
Story 3: McLuhan and Canada
· Disillusion of the linear mind…prophecy of mcluhan…how the medium affects your brain
· What does the medium is the message mean?
· What we use to absorb information affects how we absorb that information
· A medium is an environment not just a link between things
Story 4: Carr Today
· Our intelligence is being molded by 
Reactions to “New” Media
· Carr thinks that many other people will experience this disillusionment of their minds. And talked to many that have.
· Enthusiast/Celebratory Reaction. Technological progression is closely associated with human progression for these people.
· Skeptical/Luddite Reaction. Technology fragments us, makes us worse off. Luddites were people who smashed the machines that were replacing them.
· Technological sublime…any response people have to technology that awes them and defies their comprehension.
· Technological instrumentalism vs. technological determinism.
· Technological Instrumentalism -Technology is defined by how people use it. People have agency and it only matters how they use it. We can al use it in different ways.
· Technological Determinism – New technologies define us.
· The two arguments are more faith based than reason based.
· Prolonged exposure to new ways of thinking changes the way we are able to process information. How new habits and experiences affect our brain.
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