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Does your use of media make you more intelligent or less?
Print to Computing
· Carr says that it bothers him how he can’t concentrate. He doesn’t say its wholly bad. He says its helped him a lot as a writer.
· He desires to be connected in the way that the internet allows. He likes being distracted bt doesn’t like the consequences.
· He links his experience to this fundamental shift in society.
Fragmentation to Convergence
· He says before the internet the media was fragmented but the internet brings together all elements of the media. Converges print, images, sounds, video etc.
· Everything is reduced to 0’s and 1’s
Text, Image, Sound, Moving Image
Insertion of Media into Internet
· He argues that print text and online text are different
Characteristics of Internet Environment
1. Unprecedented Amounts of Information
2. Sharing of Information. Interactivity. 
3. Hyperlinks
4. Navigable. SEO
5. Multi-Module.
· Organizations have changed…television news looks more like web pages…library space is organized around internet access not the books.
· We probably read as much as we ever did. Watch TV as much as we ever did. But reading on pages is dying out.
· When we read off a screen we scan and look for objects of importance.
· Were no longer very good at absorbing information in other ways and lose focus very easily
GUI Debate
· Graphic User Interface
· We all have them, why did we choose them?
· No one wants a text based system. Just like no one chooses to use a sundial.
· First computer had no screens. You gave your information to an operator
· Then we interfaced through text.
· Then we got a screen. 
· We selected for the interface of distraction. 
· This environment is designed for distraction…so we can say its all about how we use it but we created it to do this.
· We become removed from how the machine we are using works…we don’t know whats going on.
Hyperlink Debate
· We begin to see the theme of Concern about the consequnces of being continually distracted
· It was seen as liberating people from authoritarian intention…you could see many opinions instantly…like this lecture you cannot decide what he is talking about.
· You can choose what you learn online.
· Does this make you smarter the way we presumed it would though
· Carr obviously doesn’t think so
· Just because we are distracted doesn’t mean we aren’t learning…being distracted is tiring…we have to make a lot more decisions when hyperlinking through information.
· We sometimes think of ourselves as computers…we think of our brain as an info processing device…we overwhelm our short term memory
· We have shifted our view of intelligence in terms of the computer….making us very inefficient…but if we think of it as how we organize information it’s a different story.
· 

