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Media as Identity Formation
· Edward Curtis and “The Vanishing Indian”
· Took photographs to preserve the Native’s culture but they were staged because the photos were for a mainly white audience so they played on stereotypes.
· They would be depicted staging certain ceremonies that had been outlawed. In a way he is salvaging them. But he also has pictures of chiefs wearing the wrong dress and riding horses with rifles so he preserves their history but he kind of preserves it wrong.
· In “Nanook of the North”, he tries to bite the record trying to figure out how this magical technology worked. Showing him in a childish light. Casting these scenes as realistic.
· Natives are participating in these violent representations of their people to escape the poor lives they were living and because they thought the movies made the white people look stupid.
· Natives were on exhibit at worlds fairs. Connotes a lot of things that they have them there on display under their control among all the other new technologies.
· There was this obsession with collecting authentic culture before it disappeared…this assumes that these cultures will be extinct.
· Imperialist nostalgia “agents of colonialism long for the very forms of life…”
· “matter out of place” stuart hall….they place indian people in situation you wouldn’t expect them in…in direct contact and using western technologies…when often they are considered outside of technology.
· They are diverse people that are homogenized
· Noble savage vs ignoble savage
· Ignoble is what we see in the western movies…buffalo bill’s Indians….violent, drunk, lazy, uneducated
· Noble savage is friend to the white man seen as spiritual, brave, wise etc. like in Tonto.
· Also depicted as the warrior stud. Captivity narratives.
· Jacob Black
· Pocahontas and avatar. Native spiritual lady reconciles the americans and their people through a mediator that they fall for.
· This purity starts to be used on products through semiotics
· Stereotypes tell us more about the people creating them and the majority values than they do the native people…or whoever else
· Affects natives girls self image and self esteem
· Natives never really had the opportunity to decide what these texts were going to look like…they were create by white people for white people.
· There are now native productions…APTN (CRTC granted license for national broadcast network in 1999), TV Northern Canada, and Iglooik Isuma Productions.
· These mediums allow to show native perspective on the indian wars and western contact.
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