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Homicide Numbers in Canada 2007-2009 (graph):
· really dropped in 2010 and 2011 increase again 

Homicide Rates per 100,000 (graph):
· Highest rates, El salvador, Honduras, and Jamaica 
· Canada 75th (1.8)

Characteristics of Homicide in Canada:
· More men killed than women
· Females more likely to be killed by an intimate partner than are males
· Gang-related homicides increasing 
· Regional differences (Western vs. Eastern provinces)
· Most likely to be killed by someone you know
· BC- Port ququicklam, highest homicide rate 
· Edmonton, Saskatoon, Winnipeg 
· Provincially: Manitoba, highest / saskatoowan, BC, Alberta 
· Lowest: PEI, NFLD

Relationship Between Offender & Victim (2009) graph:
· 18%: stranger
· 48%: Acquaintance
· 19% Family
· 14% Spouse 

Types of Homicide:
· Canadian criminal law recognizes four types:
·  First-degree murder
· Has to be planned and deliberate, contract to kill someone (hire someone), commit a murder on a POPO, if someone dies while you are committing another crime you can be charged for 1st degree. 
·  Second-degree murder
· Also be speer of the moment.
·  Manslaughter
· Unintentional murder, did not stop something from happening, or reclus behavior 
·  Infanticide:
· Female commits a murder on her new born child within the first year.

Example: Katrina Effert
· 19 years old
· Strangled her newborn son in parent’s basement in 2005 (Edmonton)
· Threw body over fence into neighbour’s yard

Angela Kuehl:
· 25 years old
· Suffocated newborn son with plastic bag in 2007 (Ottawa)
· Tried to revive baby 
· Placed body in garbage can
 
What are the factors relating to neonaticide?
· Perception of the father 
· Common among young then older because they get that sence of disappointment from parent’s 

Bimodal Classification of Homicide:
· Reactive (affective) family member murdered 
·   Impulsive; unplanned; response to perceived provocation
·   Victims are most often relatives 
· Instrumental (predatory) Stranger ex: armed robber and someone gets shot 
· Proactive; premeditated; motivated by a goal
· Victims are most often strangers

Prefrontal Cortex & Aggression:
· Prefrontal injury leads to impulsivity and aggression
· Raine et al. (1997) - PET study
· 41 murderers; 41 nonoffenders
· Reactive murderers less prefrontal activity compared to predatory murderers

PET scan shows greater activity (red regions) in prefrontal area:
· Reactive Murderer: less activity in frontal lobe 

Youth who Kill:
· 78 youth (12 – 17 yrs) charged with murder in 2009
· Typology of youth murderers (Cornell et al., 1987)
· Psychotic (7%)
· Conflict (42%)
· Crime (51%)

Youth Killers:
· Murder of Stephanie Rengel
· 14 years old
· Stabbed 6 times left to die on Jan 1, 2008
· Perpetrators
· Melissa Todorovic (15 years)
· David Bagshaw (17 years)
  Spousal Killings:
· Each year around
· 50 women are killed by their partners
· 15 men are killed by their partners
· 3:1 ratio
· Motivation for killing
· Men: abusive, perceived rejection (women leaves or threatens to leave)
· Women: experienced severe abuse who kills because she fears for her life

Why do Battered Women Stay?

Cycle of Violence:
· 1 = Tension Phase (before abuse)
· 2 = Assault Phase
· 3 = Justification Phase
· 4 = Remission Phase

Example: Jane Hurschman:
· 1976 – moved in with Billy Stafford
· 1976 – pregnant, onset of verbal abuse
· 1977 – accused her of flirting with male friend, slapped, punched her, apologized next morning
· 1978 – began to verbally and physically abuse his baby son
· 1978 – 1982: escalating physical and sexually abuse 
· March, 1982 – threatened to kill her older son, set fire to a neighbors house. While passed out in the car she shot him in the head.
· Nov. 1982 – trial for 1st degree murder
· Not guilty
· Appeal – Dec. 1984 
· Plead guilty to manslaugther
· 6 months, 2 years probation
· Jane committed suicide on Feb 23, 1992
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