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Historical Overview
· 1908 – Juvenile Delinquents Act (JDA)
· 1984 – Young Offenders Act (YOA)
· 2003 – Youth Criminal Justice Act (YCJA)

Naming Youth Who Commit Crimes
· Typically, names of youth charged under the YCJA can not be released to the public
· Some exceptions:
· Violent crime
· Risk to the public

Sanctions under YCJA:
· Judges have a wide range of possible sanctions that are available to them under YCJA
· Examples:
· Reprimand: really strong tongue lashing/Probation
· Intensive support and supervision order
· Attendance order
· Intensive rehabilitation custody
· incarceration

Transfer to Adult Court:
· Should a youth, who commits a violent crime, be transferred to adult court?
· Under the YCJA a transfer to adult court is no longer possible. Instead, once the youth is found guilty in youth court, the judge can impose an adult sentence.

Youth Crime Rates: (graph)
· Crime rates been going down
· Reason: new act that came out, and types of crime less sever 

Diversion of Young Offenders: (graph)
· Helping to get offenders in programs other then jail.

Assessment of Young Offenders:
· Youth under 12 years of age:
· Internalizing  problems
· Emotional difficulties such as anxiety, depression and obsessions
· More likely to see it in females then males
· Externalizing problems
· Behavioural difficulties such as delinquency, fighting, bullying, lying and destructive behaviour
· Externalizing: more difficult to treat and stable (male)

Disorders common in YOs:
· Attention Deficit Hyperactivity disorder (ADHD)
· Inattention and restlessness
· Oppositional Defiant Disorder (ODD)
· Pattern of negativistic, hostile and defiant behaviour
· Conduct Disorder (CD)
· Initiates physical fights, physically cruel to animals, sets fire, lies for gain and truancy

Factors that will be assessed:
· Static – factors that cannot change, such as age of first arrest
· Dynamic – factors that can change, such as antisocial attitudes

How Common is Youth Problems?
· Estimated that between 5-15% of children have severe behavioural problems
· Concurrence is common:
· 20-50% of children with ADHD also have symptoms consistent with CD or ODD

Trajectories of Youth Crime:
1. Childhood onset, life course persistent
1. more likely to continue under 12
2. Adolescent onset, adolescent limited
1. more likely you will stop
		Moffit, 1993

Theoretical Explanations:
· Biological theories – structural abnormalities in the brain
· Cognitive theories – differences in how thought processes are occurring in youth
· Social theories – people learn to be criminal from observing how others behaviour in their environment

Risk Factors for Youth Crime:
· Individual Risk Factors: temperament, personality (within you)
· Familial Risk Factors: family who already does bad things
· School and Social Risk Factors: low intelligence, difficulty reading, hang with the wrong crowd.



Protective Factors:
· Individual Protective Factors: you don’t let things bother you.
· Familial Protective Factors: Family that is very supportive. 
· Social/External Protective Factors: hang out w/ pro-social peers less likely to get into trouble.
· Resilient: factors that are within us, ex: people who have factors which should make then be bad but they turn out fine. 

Prevention Strategies:
· Primary Intervention Strategies: more group oriented, try to target a specific group ex: young gang in an inner city. Trying to prevent before they commit crime. 
· Family Oriented Strategies: target parents, teach them parenting skills. 
· School Oriented Strategies: school programs that help kids develop interest in a extra curricular activity ex: sports
· Community Wide Strategies: youth involved programs:  ex: boy scouts 

Prevention Strategies:
· Secondary Intervention Strategies: no longer target a group but the individual. 
· Diversion programs: if a youth has been charged, instead of going to the police process he can divert the youth. Ex: healing circles, community service
· Multisystemic therapy: everything that is happing in your life is a system: Ex family, school, peers, interaction w/ siblings. If you only target ONE ex family you might be missing something else. You need to target everything in your life to not miss anything. 
· Tertiary Intervention Strategies: already involved in the criminal justice system in some way. 
· In-patient treatment
· Community based treatment

Aboriginal 

Aboriginal Offenders:
· Aboriginal offenders experience disproportionally higher rates of crime and victimization
· Over represented in the court and correctional system
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MG-tmUuLfvw

Overrepresentation in CJS:
· Aboriginal offenders are 5-6 times more likely to be incarcerated
· 3% of Canadian population is Aboriginal
· 18% of federally incarcerated offenders are Aboriginal
· 50% of federally incarcerated offenders in the Prairie provinces are Aboriginal

Research Findings on Aboriginal Offenders:
· Aboriginal accused are more likely to be denied bail; 
· more time is spent in pre-trial detention by Aboriginal people; 
· Aboriginal accused are more likely to be charged with multiple offences, and often for crimes against the system; 
· Aboriginal people are more likely not to have legal representation at court proceedings; 
· as court schedules in remote areas are poorly planned, judges may have limited time to spend in the community; 
· Aboriginal offenders are more than twice as likely to be incarcerated than non-Aboriginal offenders; 
· Aboriginal Elders, who are also spiritual leaders, are not given the same status as prison priests and chaplains, in all institutions, and 
· Aboriginal people often plead guilty because they are intimidated by the court and simply want to get the proceedings over with.
· Aboriginal clients, especially in northern communities where the court party flies in the day of the hearing, spend less time with their lawyers; 

Factors that lead to crime:
· poverty, poor education, unemployment, marginalization, substance abuse, sexual abuse and other forms of violence, dysfunctional families 
· High rates of above factors are seen in the Aboriginal community

Language Barrier:
· In Canada, legal proceedings are held in either English or French.
· But what if your first language is an Aboriginal language
· There are indications that in some Northern Communities, Aboriginals accused may not understand their rights or the proceedings due to language issues

Aboriginal Values:
· The following are values common to many Aboriginal communities:
· desire for community harmony; 
· avoidance of confrontation and adversarial positions; 
· preservation of relationships; 
· reluctance to show emotions; 
· generosity and sharing; 
· respect for others and individual freedom (non-interference); 
· teaching through example (non-interference and conflict avoidance values), and 
· respect for life (human and otherwise). 

Judge Murray Sinclair notes that the legal concept of innocence/guilt is not granted the same importance by Aboriginal cultures as it is in the Canadian criminal justice system. In Aboriginal communities, guilt is usually secondary to the main issue: the primary concern is that 'something is wrong and it has to be fixed.' Because the main objective is the restoration of harmony rather than the imposition of punishment, the accused is more likely to admit wrongdoing. Judge Sinclair suggests that perhaps this explains why so many Aboriginal people plead guilty when in court
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