Psychopathy:
Assessment &
Implications for Society

H. Cleckley (1964)
· Pivotal in the movement of psychopaths. 

What is Psychopathy?
· A personality disorder characterized by 
· An arrogant, deceitful interpersonal style
· Lie, con, you con your wife the way you can con a stranger.
· Deficient affective experiences
· They don’t feel love, happy joy same way a non-psychopaths feels it.
· Impulsive and irresponsible behaviors
· Is a personality disorder defined by a collection of interpersonal, affective, and behavioral characteristics, including manipulation, lack of remorse or empathy, impulsivity and anti social behaviors. 
· Early onset & diverse antisocial behaviors
· Dominate, selfish, manipulative, impulsive and anti social acts, feel no remorse or shame  

Example: Hannibal Lector
· Can commit extreme acts of violence because of some personal gain that he wanted
Dexter: Has morals on the show but…
· No morals, no remorse for true psychopaths. 

Jeffrey Dahmer, Clifford Olson, Ted Bundy, Karla Homolka Paul Bernardo
· All psychopaths,
· Karal Homolka – Paul Bernardo
· - She portrayed that she was a victim as well, but in reality she scores high on the psychopathic scale.

Psychopathy and Serial Killers:
· Serial killers are often described as psychopathic
· Ted Bundy, Clifford Olson, John Gacy, Ken Bianchi, Paul Bernardo
· Many serial killers are psychopaths, but most psychopaths are not serial killers
· Most killers are not psychopaths

Psychopaths as Serial Killers:
100% - 90%

Psychopaths in Prison Populations
· 10-25%

Psychopaths in the Community:
· About __1___% of the general population are psychopaths

Psychopathy:  Assessment Issues
· Self-repot (SRP, YPI, PPI)= adv: measure attitudes and emotions that are not easily observed by others. (e.g., feelings of low self-esteem) and easy to administer, quick to score and cheap. Non bias
· Disadvantages: psycopaths could lie, no able to asses their traits, hard to report on emotions if they do not experience emotions. 
· Observer (CPS, APSD) = psychologist
· SC (DSM-IV, PCL-R, PCL:YV)= most used, you go beyond just what the interview tells you.

Overlap Between APD and Psychopathy:
· 50-80% - APD 
· 10-35% - Psychopathy
· Anti social personality = APD 
· Can be psychopthaic, but no all psychoths have APD ** lok bck 293
· Behavioural patterns a person will conduct
· Psycho = emotional and behavioural (more negative emotional qualities) 
· APD: a personality disorder characterized by a history of behaviors in which the rights of others are violated. 

Tell if you son is a serial killer:
· Potential problems
· Negative label – not a label you would want
· Stability of psychopathic traits
· Denial of treatment

Hare Psychopathy: Checklist-Revised (PCL-R)
· 20 items scored using
·  semi-structured interview
·  file information
·  3-point scale
·  Total ranges from 0 to 40
· The most popular method of assessing psychopathy in adults (book) 
· Check list applied to adults, if you are found to have the traits more likely to be psychopath.
· All have certain traits that can be psychopathic but does not mean that we are at that level where we can be declared an actual psychopath. 


       Mean PCL-R Scores:
· Above 30 and you are labeled as a psychopath. 

Case Study: Why do people commit murder Psychopathy: Motives for Murder: (Woodworth & Porter, 2002):
· 125 Canadian murderers
·  Classified murders as
·  Reactive (unplanned, crimes of passion, extreme provocation)
·  Instrumental (planned, settle a score, cold-blooded)

Woodworth & Porter, 2002: Graph
Psychopaths have instrumental motives  

Weasel Words & Crocodile Tears (Porter et al., 2009): Graph
· Psychopaths can con to get early releases. EVEN with the person knowing they are psychopaths 

Psychopaths: What makes them tick?

Psychopathy & Treatment
· What do we treat?
· Why would you want to change if you don’t think there is anything wrong with you or the way you live your life?
· Psychopaths are not popular patients!
· Treatment is successful when you want to change, if you don’t have that motivation then you cant change. 

Psychopathy and Treatment (Rice, Harris, & Cormier, 1992): Case Study
· 176 treated patients
·  146 untreated patients 
·  Follow-up period = 10 years
·  Social Therapy Unit
·  Minimum 2 year treatment program
·  Foster responsibility and empathy
·  Limited professional contact
·  Entry to program nonvoluntary

Failure Following Treatment: Violent Offences: Graph
· Psychopaths failed more in the treatment program

Nature vs Nurture: Are psychopaths made or born?
· Made:  Longitudinal study
· birth coal hearts 0-40 followed so c if there future behavioural is predicted 
· Born:  Twin or Adoption studies
Heritability of psychopathic traits:
· CU: negative emotion in psychopaths  
· AB: Anti social behavior twins 
· Identical twins = genetic component in psychopathy 
· It can be identified if a personal is going to have this personality disorder at a young age. 

What makes them tick?
· We don’t know
·  Not the sole result of poor parenting or abusive experiences

Theories of Psychopathy:
· Brain damage, structural anomalies
· Frontal lobe dysfunction
· Cognitive processing deficits
· Response modulation deficits (Newman)
· Cognitive-emotional integration (Cleckley, Hare, Blair)
· Psychopaths have this inability to go from evaluating  a senerio into something that is accepted and normal. Don’t relize they have that. Inability to self evaluate self modify self reguate, don’t learn from there mistakes don’t know what they did was wrong.
· Feel certain emotions different, and that inability to feel certain ways that will lead them to behave a certain way

Startle Blink:
· Startle reflex
·  reflex occurs when something unexpected occurs
·  Magnified if person is in negative emotional state or feeling threatened
·  Reduced if person is in positive emotional state
· Mediated by circuits in amygdala

Psychopathy and Startle Reflex (Patrick et al., 1993): Is a there difference between psychopaths and non psychopaths in the startle reflex: case study
· Incarcerated offenders
·  Psychopaths vs nonpsychopaths
· Affective pictures
·  Pleasant (babies, pets, erotic)
·  Unpleasant (snake, mutilations)
·  Neutral (objects)
· Present startle probes

Eye Blink Magnitude:
· Psychopaths had more a tendency to have a eye blink for pleasant and neutral then unpleasant.  


Conclusions:
· Emotions play little role in their thinking, language, and behaviors
· Their approach to the world is predatory
· They put on a good show
· It is hard not to get sucked in!
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