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Origin of Forensic Psychology: gathering of info to inform a specific topic
· Forensic: Latin word `forensis`
· Means of the forum 

Forensic Psychology: Narrow Definition
· Professional practice of clinical psychology focusing on assessment and treatment of individuals within a legal context

Forensic Psychology: Broad Definition
· Clinical – professional practice of psychology within both civil and criminal law
				AND
· Experimental – mental health issues + psychological issues as it relates to the legal system. 

The Role of Forensic Psychologists: Clinical Forensic Psychologist
· Mental health issues pertaining to legal system
· Qualifications: graduate degree and registered with professional organization
· College of Psychologists of Ontario

Legal Scholar: (common in USA)
· Combined degree legal + PHD
· Legislation analysis, constitutions, help draft appropriate wording for new law + applications of law  

Experimental Forensic Psychologist
· Research related to legal system
· Qualifications: Graduate degree with research focused on a forensic psychological issue

Relationship between Psychology and Law
· Psychology and the law
· The use of psychology to study the law and legal system
· How risk assessment can inform parole decisions 
· How psychological interventions can be used to inform decisions 
Examples: police officer uses open-ended questions when interviewing a child victim. 
· Psychology in the law
· The use of psychology within the legal system as it currently operates
· Qualifications of someone to provide an option about a specific option.
Examples: How much discretion should judges have when sentencing?
· Psychology of the law
· The use of psychology to study the law itself
· Do certain laws have any effect on criminality itself? 
· Question they ask, “how many people are coming into the prison”?
· What is the current jail and institutional system, can they handle such new people coming? 
Examples: Researching the risk factors predictive of sexual recidivism.

What is the difference between a forensic psychologist and a forensic psychiatrist? 
· Psychiatrist: can provide medicine, medical doctors, physical disease model and psychological model
· Psychologist: clinical or experimental group
BOTH
· Trained to asses/treat mental health issues 
· Research (psychology xxx = psychiatry x)

Other Forensic Disciplines
· Examines bones of deceased victims to determine key facts about them - Anthropologist
· e.g. Kathy Reichs
· Examine spoken word or written word – Linguist 
· E.g suicide note 
· Study dental aspects to identify victims – Ondontologist
· Studies bugs and dead people (help determine time/stage) - Entomologist
· Preforms autopsies of death - Pathologist 
· Analysis what happened at crime scene, looking at blood splatter, hair ect – Chemist
History of Forensic Psychology
· We have a relatively short history – traces back to the late 19th century
· Earliest studies examined to what we now refer to as eye witness testimony
· Expert testimony in court
North American psychologists:
· Hugo Munsterberg’s publication “On the Witness Stand”
· Psych can play active role in criminal justice system
· Clinic for juvenile delinquents opened in 1909
· Psych testing for law enforcement selection 1917
· Forensic lab opened in 1919

Signs that Forensic Psychology has established itself:
1. Text books
2. Journals and publications
3. Professional associations
4. Training opportunities at universities
5. APA formally recognizes Forensic Psych as a specialty discipline

Differences between Psychology and the Law:
1. Knowledge: gained from the technology of cumulative research (multiple studies) 
2. Methodology: try to uncover broad patterns to describe, behavior – controlled experiments (nomothetic) Law=idiographic, (case specific)  
3. Epistemology: psych tries to uncover hidden truths threw controlled experiments. Law=comes down to what lawyer makes the best case.
4. Criteria: willingness to expect something is true causes by nature. (try and try again)
5. Nature of law: describes how people behave Law=perceptive
6. Principles: consider alternative explanations to there finding (don’t take things @ face value) Law=believe whatever story they are telling is true.
7. Latitude: very restricted on what they can and cannot say Law=much more latitude (free to say what they want) 

Expert Witnesses:
· Expert witnesses generally have two purposes:
1. To provide the court with information to assist them in understanding a particular issue
2. Provide an opinion

Criteria for use of an expert witness: 
· General acceptance test

Case Study

US case Daubert vs. Merrell Dow Pharmaceuticals (1993)
· Judge throughout polygraph test of a case of murder, which passed.
· Was concerned in the field whether or not polygraph test were valid. – came to be known as general expectance test.
· “in order for an expert to provide witness testimony in court must reach certain criteria, had to be valid. Must provide info about case, which is reliable and relevant to the case. Us case must come from peer review
Canadian case R v Mohan (1994)
· Evidence must be relevant to topic at hand, necessary must not violate any other rules of exclusion, presented by qualified expert. 
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