Oct. 2nd, 2012
Ancient Greece Lecture #4
·  *Test: true/false, multiple choice, label outline map*
· Maps on: inside cover, pg. 12 XII, 1st, 2nd, 4th and 6th map
Sparta and Athens:
· Most of what is known about Greece in the Classical Period revolves around Athens/comes from Athens
· Athens was a magnet for writers/poets etc.
· Sparta, unlike most Greek polis, did not live in a fortified city, but in 5 villages
· Sparta was made up of the last Dorian immigrants, who came from the north
· Much of Sparta made up of helots, and the areas around central Sparta were called perioeci, who were somewhat autonomous 
· No Spartan was allowed to trade outside of Sparta, and they did not have their own currency
· Sparta ruled by 2 kings, was relatively wealthy, and created high quality art/pottery
· By the end of the 7th century, Sparta was transformed into an almost communist state, which was said to have been started by Lycurgus 
· The new Spartan constitution kept having 2 kings, but the kings were supervised by 5 ephor
· Every nine years they would look to the sky for signs, if the sky showed any bad signs, they could dispose of one or both kings
· Also a council of elders, called Gerousia, containing around 30 men, over the age of 60
· Also an assembly, made up of men over the age of 30
· Males over 30 did nothing but prepare for military service 
· Elders inspected newborns to see if they were fit to serve in the military, and if not, they were left to die
· When they turned 7, if they were male, they were put into packs and began training to become fit and loyal to the state
· Boys had to learn how to steal successfully, if they failed, they were beaten
· At age 20, males were put in the military and allowed to marry, but had to sleep in the barracks
· At age thirty, they still had to eat in the mess with their fellow soldiers
· Women’s duty was only to bear healthy children to the state
· Women and men exercised together
· No individuality in classical Sparta, and no luxury 
· No intellectual pursuit or art/music
· Society sidelined intellectual pursuit in pursuit of military perfection 
· Spartan army considered to be invisible 
· To other Greeks, Sparta was regarded as a conservative/elitist and small militaristic state 
Athens:
· One of the larger Greek states among Corinth, Thebes, roades and Miletus
· Family->clan->phratry->tribe->polis
· Athens had a political assembly called an ecclesia, most likely restricted to landowners 
· All land held by the clan 
· The state was controlled by the aristocrats and the ecclesia had little power
· Most Greeks were illiterate and in Athens they had no written constitution 
· In mid-6th century, change occurred in Athens 
· Major offices of state were elected at this time
· 1 high official in Athens, the king or basileus, was an elected official who organized the sacrificing of animals to the gods
· 3 archons, who mainly controlled the military forces
· 6 thesmothetae, appointed for life
· None of the officials were paid
· Quite a number of immigrants entering Athens due to its wealth 
· Considerable gap between the poor and the wealthy 
· Many of the artisans in Athens did not have citizenship, and there for were not protected
· With increase in wealth, price of goods increased, which affected the poor
· Greek version of democracy was the winner takes all essentially 
· Introduction of coinage increasing the amount of trade and therefore a state’s wealth 
· Change in warfare, as it was manly aristocratic, as the state did not provide arms/armour 
· This was the case until the last part of the 7th century
· After this, the development of the phalanx came into play, which in involved heavily armoured soldiers in a line with long spears/swords and shields 
· This form of fighting required intense training and discipline 
· The more men you had using this form of fighting meant you had a greater chance of winning 
· To eliminate tensions, Athens chose to elect an official to do so
· Draco drew up a legislative code, although it didn’t really help the problems
· They then looked to Solon, who cancelled all debts and debt slaves were freed, with those who could be found abroad were brought back
· He limited the amount land one could own, as well as making it illegal to trade Athenian produce other than olive oil
· Also encouraged new industries for the poor
· Said that he offered Athenian artisans citizenship
· Made it law that if a father had a trade, he had to teach his trade to his son
· He also created 4 new property classes: pentacosio-those who create 500 measures of oil/wine, hippeis-those who produce 300 measures, Zeugitai-200, Theties- under 200 
· Political participation based on this status
· The 1st class could run for archon; 1st, 2nd and 3rd classes could run for the other offices; all 4 classes could participate in elections and the assembly 
· Only income that counts is income from land, so artisans are not part of the artisans 
· This class system was important because it brought those who had no property into the assembly 
· However, solons reforms did not ease the situation
· Tyranny then came to Athens, who comes into power not through the electoral process 
· Tyrants often represented those who were dissatisfied with the political process
· The tyrant who came after solon was Peisistratus, who tried to break the aristocrat 
· Admitted many new citizens to Athens, and land was taken from the aristocrats and re-distributed to the poor, and also created low interest loans, with 5% land taxes
· Encouraged trade, small industry, and made sure coinage was high quality, patronized the arts, and spend money on public buildings 
· Purified the island of Delos 
· Came to power in 540, when he died in 527, his son, Hippias succeeded him, but was soon ejected in 510 
· The next ruler, Clystonese  divided Attica and Athens into demes
· After this, it was membership in the demes that determined citizenship 
· This broke the power of the controlling families, and allowed new citizens to hide their background 
· He created 30 trittus, 10 in Athens, 10 on the coast and 10 in the mainland, with voting in the trittus based on the proportion of the demes
· Demes->trittus->10 tribes 
· Tribes are made up of the three geographical area
· Each tribe provided a regiment for the regional army
· The boule consisted of 50 members selected from each tribe, who were in the committee for a tenth of the year (36 days)
· No one could serve more than twice on the boule, preventing any individual from getting too much power
· In the army, each regiment was under a strategos (general) who soon became involved in the politics 
· For turning up at the assembly, you usually received 2/3 of s days wage 
· Ostracism way of getting rid of potential tyrants, but this did not last long

Conflict with Persia:
· By second half of 6th century, Persia dominant power in the middle East 
· By 546, Persians had conquered much of the Mesopotamian area, Syria, and kingdom of Lydia, which was in contact with greek states in asia minor 
· Persia also took control of these greek city states
· Ruler was king Darius
· Soon conquered Egypt as well
· Greeks seem to be the travellers of the time, as they travelled throughout the Persian empire and brought back much knowledge from them
· In 512, Darius moved across the Hellespont to Thrace, making the Greeks nervous 
· The Ionians eventually revolted agent their tyrant, with the help of 20 Athenian ships, burning down Sardis 
· After the Ionians were defeated, the Athenians left 
· Thrace and Macedon eventually moved under Persian control
· After hearing that the Athenians helped in the Ionian revolt, Darius sent 300 ships, demanding earth and water from the greek city states
· He eventually landed a force at Marathon, numbering around 20,000
· The Athenians sent 9,000 men with 1000 allies from Plataea
· Persians were on the plain, will the Athenians took the hills
· The Athenians crushed the Persians with very small loses, 192
· This battle became iconic throughout Greece 
· The Athenian dead were buried on the battlefield, considered to be a huge honour 
· In 484, a new vein of silver was found in laurion, with Anstides wanting the divide the silver among the people
· However, Themistocles said they should spend it on building new warships, triremes
· In the end, Anstides was ostracised, thus the fleet began to be built, giving them the largest fleet in Greece, and the seamen on the ships were well-trained
· Darius successor was Xerxes, wanted revenge against the Greeks
· By 481, he had an army of 300,000 men and around 600 ships
· Some cities surrendered to the Persians, while states like Sparta and Athens agreed to resist
· The Persians eventually made it to Thermopylae. Called the hot gates
·  This is where the Greeks decided to make their stand 
· After being forced to retreat under the cover of the Spartan hold at Thermopylae, they made their stand at Salamis 
· The Persians were led into a narrow strait, and were unable to maneuver and much of the fleet was destroyed 
· Thus the Persians were forced to retreat, but the next year they tried invading Athens again, where the Greek army meet them at Plataea, destroying the Persian army with the help of the Spartans 
· After these victories, the Greek states in Asia minor were able to successfully revolt against Persia
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Even after this, communication increased between the Greeks and the Persians 


