Terms & Concepts
Fiction: based on fictional events or events that haven’t happened
: no intent to sound believable, not factually accurate
Modern Short Story: uses elements (carefully crafted art, controlled plot, well developed, realistic characters)
: came from early forms of short fiction (fables & fairytales)
Hermeneutics: the art of interpreting and making sense of written text
: going from the surface level to different levels of text
Rationalism: came from the age of enlightenment
: makes sense of things in a scientific way (through human reason, distrusts emotions)
Romanticism: backlash against control and rationalism
: values emotional force, subjective intuitive, instinctive, human self and focuses on self
Allegory: the first level of symbolic meaning you can understand (literal→face value)
: codes the moral
Gothic Romance: romance narrative turned dark
: scary settings, demented villain, supernatural forces
Uncanny: something familiar made frightening or strange
: déjà vu, the return of the repressed
Narration: who’s telling the story 
: third person (objective narrator, larger viewpoint being exposed), first person (character in the story, considered bias)
Juxtaposition: putting things side by side to heighten similarities or contrasts.
: allows the reader to pay attention more
Realism: interest in or concern for the real or actual
: tendency to view things as they really are
Naturalism: a representation of natural patterns, manners, & speech in a piece of fiction
: technique of treating subject matter presenting a deterministic view of human life and actions
Epiphany: a sudden insight into the meaning of something
: usually initiated by a simple, homely, or commonplace experience
Quest Story: focuses on a journey featuring physical, mental, and emotional challenges with a special destination or goal
: often symbolizes an internal process of growth
Free Indirect Discourse: narrator pulls from third person to first person & back to third person
: shows the difference between the characters thoughts and what’s being said about her
Irony: intending an attitude completely different as to what’s openly stated
: used to indicate detachment from a subject or emotion
Initiation Story: a character first learns a significant truth about reality
: the protagonist begins innocent then led to a moment of illumination, often negative


Nathaniel Hawthorne “Young Goodman Brown”
· Questions nature of humans: good or evil?
· Driven by fear & misplaced faith (fear of the unknown)
· Brown didn’t know if Faith truly was a culprit but punished her anyway
: asks the question why punish people if you don’t fully know?
· Young Goodman Brown acting irrational, following his curiosity
· No one is immune to being corrupt
· Allegorically: Faith represents his religious faith (he leaves faith, comes back, but doesn’t trust it)
: his name (young; gullible, immature, naïve, young) (brown; represents everyone)
: the old man represents the devil & evil and temptation
: the forest represents the unknown or a hell
· Faith is afraid of temptation and needs Brown there to prevent that
· Faith represents loss of faith in humanity
· Extreme curiosity caused them to fall to a satanic ritual
· If you lose your faith in the possibility of goodness, all hell breaks loose
· Forest represents someone’s mind; your unconscious, the unknown and mysterious
· Judging without really knowing (if you don’t know, don’t make assumptions)
· Author uses 3rd person to give us room to think instead of being limited to Brown’s insight

Edgar Allan Poe “The Fall of the House of Usher”
· First person narration; tries to show us experience
· Narrator tries to make rational sense; makes the reader confused
· The more he tries to be rational, the more he ignores what’s in front of him 
· Characters are not in tune with their environment
· Character might be stoned (he is familiar with opium)
· Character has overly depressive tendencies (perception is coloured by their over concerns)
· Story is written ironically; turning a real life story into irrational & represents a fictional story
· The human mind: the house cracks and is unstable→the mind is unstable
: the house cracks right down the middle→rational & irrational of the mind
: the more you get into the mind, the more estranged it is
· Roderick & Madeline: every man have a female aspect, every woman has a male aspect
: something has been buried in the unconscious & returns with vengeance
: something about his sister he is afraid to let out 
: incestry (he says after death of Madeline, no more Usher family)
: Madeline is an object of guilt or fear that he wants to keep repressed
· Symbolically: women were more irrational & men were rational
: Roderick is very feminine
: A house divided by itself can’t stand



Charlotte Perkins Gilman “The Yellow Wallpaper”
· Narrator: imaginative, repressed, emotional, irrational, unreliable, delusional
· Husband: rational, practical, no patience, close minded, factual, controlling
· Irrational is repressed: female
· Rational has authority: male
· Gender issue: hysteria was a female problem believed to be caused by fluctuating hormones
· Nursery: the child in the nursery is really herself
: symbolizes the womb
: represents a torture chamber (bars on windows, bed chewed, and wallpaper torn)
: a previous woman experiencing the same emotions (something wrong with the room)
: she was in the nursery longer than she remembers?
: lucid and rational at first then loses sanity
: first entry contains previous events
· Wallpaper: wallpaper irritates her
: she tears down wallpaper, she drives herself crazy
: wallpaper is dull, her life is dull
: representation of her mind
· Writing about John: imposing John is watching her
: she is treated like a child by John (no one takes her seriously)
· She translates suicide, death & darkness on to the wallpaper
· Wallpaper generates a feeling of the uncanny (wallpaper is supposed to make a house more beautiful)
· Lack of communication between her husband and herself
· Housewife ideal: house constricts and confines her
: house is the uncanny
· The wallpaper changes as the light changes: at night, the woman is more apparent
: when you sleep, unconscious mind comes through
· Nursery and wallpaper represent self-loathing (body image, mind)
· Wallpaper gives off smell & rubs off on clothes (poisoning the whole house)
· John isn’t strong: can’t handle seeing something he doesn’t want to acknowledge
: he’s most afraid of losing control of his wife

James Joyce “Araby”
· Coming of age story: beginning, believe’s he’s special because of his relationship with the girl
: middle, starts experiencing life
: end, vision changes & his relationship isn’t special anymore
· Boy in Araby: falls for the girl
: spends all his money getting into the fair (becomes depressed/sad)
: his disappointed uncle wasn’t there
· Feeling: stiff, religious, structured, repressive, close-minded, self-conscious, self-righteous
· Tree & bicycle pump: Joyce not treating the priest right
: fallacy symbol
: represents Adam & Eve (the original sin) 
· Story set during the turn of the century; Dublin didn’t have many teachings on sexuality
· Sets the story for the boy to find his sexuality & puberty
· The play makes them innocent (full of life, physical & senses)
· Running the gauntlet: running through a passageway with people beating you
: if you make it, you’re absorbed into the tribe
: the beginning = child, the end = maturity
· Araby: sounds exotic, mystical, exciting
· Uncle: recites poem to boy instead of acknowledging he wanted help
· Woman in praying posture: angelic vision, religious imagery
· Religious and romantic ideals are banning him from maturing 
· He finally experiences puberty (in no man’s land; not a child but not adult either)
· The adult world is dark/empty
· Boy sees himself as a creature
· He then sees himself as not human anymore (Darwin: he is an animal)
· Reasons for his despair: religion, poverty, British, romance, adults, money

Katherine Mansfield “Bliss”
· Set in a status competitive country (anxiety about how people view you)
· Friends: competitive, obnoxious
: downplays the middle class (separates themselves)
: looks at their materials as class status (stupid materials)
· Bertha: is naïve (she sees through her friends; comparing her husband to Norman Knight)
: is observant, sees what is happening 
: is educated, can analyze a situation but no encouragement to be trained
: can’t act appropriately, can’t control her emotions
: she gets blissful feelings about beauty
· Bliss: Pearl Fulton (Bertha feels sexually attracted to Harry, Pearl has mystery about her)
: the baby (is looked at piece by piece, object of bliss for Bertha)
: Pearl & Bertha brush arms (she feels Pearl feels the same as her, both attracted to Harry)
: pear tree & cats: in the beginning Pearl is the tree, in the end Pearl is the grey cat
· Bertha doesn’t know what perfection is (she is initiated into the reality of her marriage)
· When she looks at the pear tree: almost seems paralyzed
: pear tree looks the same after
· Comes to realize the reality of relationships


Katherine Anne Porter “Rope”

William Faulkner “A Rose For Emily”
· Emily has no money (she made up the story of her father donating money)
· Gothic aspects (describing her as dead, corpse, house is creepy, she’s not mentally stable)
·  Discriminatory society (Negros associated with physical, mental, & social decay)
· Town is divided by class (they believe people should act a certain way)
· Homer being dead: a man who cheats is funny, a woman who cheats is scorn
· Emily’s hair went grey after Homer went missing (she’s been lying next to his dead body)
· Our opinion of Emily is through a biased aspect
· Chilvary: can’t tell a woman she smells bad to her face
· Father: their relationship may have extended past father-daughter relationship
: she was completely repressed
· In contrast to Poe: both possibility of incest
: both plead insanity
· Father’s death: stockholm syndrome
· Homer: could be gay, could be a guy’s guy (doesn’t want to get married)
: town thought she lost her virginity
· Buying arsenic: town thinks she’ll kill herself and that it’s for the best
· She chose homer because he’s an outsider & she sees herself as an outsider
· The town doesn’t care for Emily but like watching her for entertainment
· The reader is compared to the townspeople; we both think she’s unstable

Hugh Maclennan “Barometer Rising”
· Realism, historical
· Penny is passive and uncanny
· The house: suggests gothic element
: Penny feels the house is an incubus
: Penny goes against the norm (family values)
: if family members want to leave, the house still sucks them back in
· Jeffrey Wayne: power is the only thing he understands
: power to him is social power, physical power, and animal power
: he puts his value in strength and power (might=right)
: plays the protective father role (men are only after your daughters virtue)
· Penny had a child with Neil and put it up for adoption
· Alec Mackenzie dies after writing a letter of evidence
· Neil and Penny can start their life together with their daughter after everyone died
· The child: having a baby was frowned upon so they gave the child up for adoption
: class structures are changing but not entirely because Penny still cares about status
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Neil is a quest character: wants Penny back, wants revenge, wants to clear his name
