Lecture 4
Litigation – going to court
· Statement of Claim: file your case. You state the damage. You argue that someone else acted outside the rules.
· Reply: outline your side of the story. You argue you are within the law. The individual can make a counter claim. Saying you caused damage. This is the counter claim. Liable and Slander is common. 
· Reply to the counter claim: you reply the counter claim is false. 
· Discovery: when we look at the evidence. We know the grounds of the case. The witnesses in your case. 
· Now you can access your case. Now you can get a feel for negotiations. Once you start a trial, you cannot stop it. 
· 90% of cases are settled before trial. 
· Go to trial: we look at the witnesses. Every witness needs to be cross-examined. Hearsay is when a witness is expressing a statement from a 3rd party source. Those are not admissible. Ex. I heard whatever. Best admissible evidence. Best evidence to justify claim. 
· Judgement Case: we get the decision from the judge. We have 30 days to appeal the decision. Otherwise we agree with the decision. From the time they know event they have 6 months to lay charges. 
· If you were arrested, and it has been 6 months… the case is dropped automatically by the courts. 
· To win a case, you need to beyond reasonable doubt. In a civil case it is a balance of probabilities. Is it more reasonable or less reasonable that the act is guilty or not guilty? 

