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Mycenaean Greek is the most ancient form of the Greek language. Linear B is a form of writing Mycenaean Greek. Compared to the English alphabet, Linear B has many differences even though they are both forms of writing. Firstly, Linear B is a syllabary while the English alphabet has letters not symbols. Secondly, English alphabet can be used for all means of writing while Linear B is mainly used for administrative purposes. Lastly, Linear B is scratched in clay, while English alphabet is written on paper. 

Firstly, Linear B is a syllabary, while english script involves using the alphabet. This means that Linear B uses symbols to represent syllables that make up words. Linear B has 87 symbols in their syllabary. That means it is too big to be an alphabet and yet not enough symbols to be classified as hieroglyphics. The English alphabet has only 26 letters but the letters must be used in combination with other letters to compose a word. The English alphabet each letter represents a certain sound while, Linear B each symbol represent a unique syllable. Both scripts have consonants and vowels but each have different formations of each. For example, in Linear B to determine the vowel, the symbol would be single. As for consonants the symbol would require five symbols. 

Secondly, Linear B is a form of administration for Mycenaean Greek, while the English alphabet is used for all different forms of communication such as writing books, stories, essays, lists, notes, opinions, and songs. Since the decipherment of Linear B, it has been made clear that the script was used to keep the records of a palace. This is because there is no verification that Linear B had been used for other forms of writing such as literature, historical texts, or letters. Linear B was only used for archives. This is known because of the representation of the symbols found on the Linear B tablets. There are records of flocks of sheep, pigs, goats, bronze vessels, and perfume oil. These symbols mean that Linear B was used for administration purposes. The Linear B tablets also had horizontal lines separating each horizontal phrase. This indicates that Linear B tablets were used to count or record something. In contrast, the English alphabet is used for a variety of forms for communication. Basically, anything that a person wants to communicate, they would use the alphabet and write down their opinions. For example, the English alphabet can also be used for administrative purposes but it can also be used for writing stories, songs, and notes. Due to the fact that we compose words using the different letters of the English alphabet, there is no limit to the means of communicating through this form of script. 

Lastly, Linear B was written on clay tablets while the English alphabet is often written on paper. The symbols on the Linear B tablets were written on clay just as the clay was partially air dried. The symbols on the Linear B tablets most likely were written with a sharp pointed tool in order to get precise shapes into the clay. The tablets ended up being preserved because they were baked hard during a fire in the palace in which where they had been excavated. English alphabet is mostly written on paper by hand. The main writing instrument for the English alphabet is using an inked pen then placing it on paper in order to communicate the opinions desired to be recorded. 

In conclusion, Linear B and the English alphabet are both forms of scripts but both have many differences aspects in their style of writing. For instance, Linear B and English alphabet are both forms of script but they have many differences. Firstly, Linear B is a syllabary and English alphabet uses letters for sounds. Secondly, Linear B is a form of administration and English script os used for all forms of writing. Lastly, Linear B is scratched in clay while the English alphabet is written on paper. Even though, Linear B and the English alphabet are both variations of scripts,they each possess separate characteristics and have contrasting qualities. 


