The End of Suburbia:
Oil Depletion and the Collapse of the American Dream

Robert Moses (1888-1981)
· NY state and city official whose public works projects of the 30s, 40s, and 50s transformed NY City: “master builder” of mid-20th century. 
· Built highway 17 lanes in middle of Manhattan. 
· When Moses began to re-designing New Yorks highways he made sure the bridges gave access to beaches and would be so low that trucks cant pass under them and he made them low keeping the normal high for express. But trucks were not the only vehicles discriminated against, the design of the parkway had another consequence and also prevented city buses from passing under the bridges. 
· In the 50s taking the bus was the only option available for those not rich enough to have a car. And bus users in NY were typically poor and many of them happened to be black and most African Americans could not afford a car. So Moses without any laws or racist policy could keep his beaches for whites only without having a sign that says that but he found a way to keep beaches for rich people and white people.
· Moses structures of concrete and steal embodied a systematic social inequality and discrimination and social exclusion. This is another example of an artifact embodying norms and values and politics. Moses parkways were a way of engineering relationships among people. His racism is not written on paper, but from his character it is easy to identify his racism. 
· The high of bridges can be political, but other bridges can be entirely political. Only a century ago transportation was done on boats and so on, today fossil fuel are everywhere in everything we do they are transportation extraction of natural resources. They are in medicine, housing and heating. Fossil fuels are used as plastic, cosmetic, pesticides all those were made possible by oil and natural gas. 
· Most people are not aware of it, but our way of life our civilization, and our own survival al depends on the availability of fossil fuel and cheap oil and gas. This era of cheap abundance is about to end 
Peak Oil
· Can be defined the point at which we extract the maximum way of existing supply
· It works at all levels and it tends to follow a bell curve. 
Hubbert-
· Said the peak of oil production will be 1970 and the blue curve is the prediction he made, and the dots are the ones that happened and they were both really close. The peak of oil production in the US took place as he said in 1970
ASPO’s Peak Oil Scenario
· An international association of scientists, mathematicians, and so on. Primary source of current state on peak oil. About 5-6 years a go they produced that graph.  And back then they expected the peak of oil reduction would take place in 2008 and they were wrong because now we know the peak was in 2006 that was when we produced the most oil. 
World’s Liquid Fuels Supply
· They predicted that after 2012 we will produce less and less oil each year 
What does it mean exactly?
· The concept of peak oil means the end of cheap oil. This leads to recession and inflation, bankruptcies, food shortages, the end of globalization and wars for natural resources; they expect nothing but the end of western civilization. Our addiction to oil is putting us to a concrete wall and is putting us in wars, why Americans in Iraq, or Canadians in Afghanistan. They are not there to bring democracy. 
The Energy Curve of History
· Designed by Hubbert
· This was a moment lived possible by unleashing the enormous energy of natural gas, fossil fuels and we have been living in that moment for years 
· We in the moment of cheap energy we believe we can grow the economy endlessly but this was made possible by fossil fuels
· [bookmark: _GoBack]It is a crazy claim that passes as conventional wisdom and is difficult to talk about lets stop growing and stop talking about unlimited growth, never see a politician talking to his people we have to stop growing and have to shrink the economy and no one will vote for that. But at some time we have to talk about end of growth which is not an easy topic to talk about 
· That is the message sent out by the documentary
· Is the documentary one sided and is it wrong about what it is talking about? 
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