Criminology – Lecture 2 - Friday September 7, 2012
Batman Unmasked – History.com

Batman is as complex as he is contradictory
Bob Caine – creator
Debuted in comics in 1939
During great depression, urban expansion, and violent crim

Billionaire bruce wayne and alter ego bat man
By end of 20th century, batman got to be a darker tone

2005 Batman Begins – fear; how to understand the movie 
In the film, young bruce wayne develops a fear of bats
Fear – fundamental of childhood
Causes parents to leave theatre due to his fear
Parents killed when leaving the theatre
Children personalize events even if they didn’t directly cause them
He feels guilty because the fear caused them to go to the dark alley
The death of bruce wayne’s parents debuted nov 1939 issue of detective commics

Bruce wayne became dedicated to avenging people, innocent people, from criminal acts

Bruce wayne is Teddy Rosevelt
Rosevelt’s father was a big contributor to NYC
Thomas Wayne was a great philanthropist of Gottham City
· like Bruce Wayne, Teddy goes through great tragedy 

Bat showing up during studying, which inspired his alter ego to avenge his parents’ death
Batman Inspired by Zorro and The Shadow

Symbolism of using the bat – showing he conquered the fear

Batman embodies the shadow sign – he looks and operates like evil, but his values are of a virtuous man

Pink triangle was a symbol of homosexual used by Nazis, now used to proudly show
Bruce did that

People have different identities, one with spouses, with coworkers, with those above them

Billionaire Playboy 
Bruce Wayne not as a playboy
Bruce Wayne as Batman

What definies the character is essentially what bruce wayne possesses 

One person’s hero is another person’s vigilante. 

Batman has one rule – he will nto take a life (or become an executioner) 

He doesn’t want to love incase he loses the person the same way his parents were

Batman’s villans experienced a tragedy, but batman wants to restore jsticice to the world, but the other villians want payback

The DA experiences a tragedy, and he becomes one

“Die a hero, or live long enough to see yourself become a villain”-Harvey

Narcisists leave clues
They want to be notices
Ex) Ted Bundi

Scar Crow uses fear to get what he wants? 

Insane is a legal, not a clinical term
Jeffery Dahlmer, How can a person who cuts up their victims not be crazy? And yet he did not meet the test of insanity. Insanity is knowing the act was wrong, and not having the ability to conform to behavior
But he did it because he wanted to. 

Joker’s accident twisted his brain

How far is he prepared to bend the rules.

Everyone has the capacity to do evil, and everybody has the capacity to do good

He is a relateable superhero as he has no superpowers other than extraordinary self discipline

Some people say he is a damaged individual, who play out childhood wounds

Here is a man who faced tragedy. And he made some choices to rise above it.

Joker cannot be bargained with as he is random

  

The more rare the crime, the more media attention it will get

1977 in nyc, police officers entered an apartment known to be a place where people were doing drugs
they found under a matress a woman clutching a child under the matress  - made news
years later it happened again, wa son page 7

As something becomes more common, we are less reactionary towards it, or we are less surprised by it. 

What motivates people to commit certain crimes

Criminology Lecture 3 – Wednesday September 12th, 2012

What do criminologists do?
“Criminology is the body of knowledge regarding crime as a social phenomenon. It includes… the process of making laws, of breaking laws, and of reacting to the breaking of laws…The objective of criminology is the development of a body of general and verified principles and other types of knowledge regarding the process of law, crime and treatment.” – Sutherland and Cressy, 1960.

Criminology
· studies criminal behavior
· causes, patterns, control of
· uses methods of established social science.
· Records, experiments, surveys, historical data, content analysis 
· Is interdisciplinary
· Sociology, criminal justice, psychology, political science, anthropology, economics, the natural sciences

USE CONTENT ANALYSIS WHEN WRITING ESSAYS

Subfields
· Criminal statistics
· Create valid and reliable measures of crime
· Sociology of law
· History of law, law reform, why are certain laws in place
· Theory construction
· Predicting criminal behavior 
· Criminal behavior systems
· Determining the nature and cause of specific crime patterns
· Penology
· The correction and control of criminal behavior
· Victimology
· Nature and cause of victimization

Criminal Justice System
· study involves describing, analyzing, and explaining the agencies of justice
· police – enforces laws
· courts – writes laws/sentences 
· corrections    (the big 3)
Some concepts about Society
· Norms are rules and expectations by which a society guides the behavior of its members. They may be either prescriptive (don’t) or prospective (do)
· There are two special types of norms that were identified by William Graham Sumner: Mores (rights and Wrong) and Folkways (right and Rude)
· As we internalize norms, we respond critically to our own behavior through shame or guilt.
· Social Control
· Friends and parents are a social control

Some definitions

Lecture 4 – September 14, 2012

Difference between criminal and deviance 

Laws are codified – means they are written down

Use to pass down rules or laws through oral traditions (hunter gatherings)
	People sit around camp fires and tell the stories

Code of Hammurabi  for the first time codified the laws for us

Lex to lonius – eye for an eye

Hunter gathering society  - when anyone committed a crime, 

Crimes are against the laws of the state

	Should be a crime
	Should not be a crime

	





	Yes to 420
Sex for money
Yes to evidence
Yes to capital punishment 
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Crime: any form of human behaviors that is designated by law as criminal and subject to penal sanction * differs from civil issues

Law: a rule with consequences

Rule of law: we accept that laws are rules of society ad when transgressed will have repercussions

What is it saying that we are bringing law to countries without law (non democratic countries) 

When the rule of law is applied, it is to be applied equally
Not always true, sometimes wealthy do get away with murder. Ex) O.J simpson
No one is above the law

Deviance: to deviate from the norm (leave/go against the norm)
	-violates social norms
	-is subject to social control
	-not all crime is deviant
		eg. Marijuana use
	-not all deviance is criminal
		eg. Bystander apathy
	also subject to social control

great way of social control – gossip

diffusion of responsibility – someone else will do it



John Hagan’s Typology of Deviance and Crime
3 variables+3 levels
· evaluation of harm
· very harmful ex) sexual abuse
· somewhat harmful ex) shoplifting
· fairly harmless ex) gambling
· agreement about the norm
· high agreement ex)murder
· high disagreement ex) abortion
· confusion or apathy ex)copyright violation
· severity of societal response 
· severe ex) life imprisonment,  (torture, in other countries)
· moderate ex) short jail term, community sevrice
· mild ex) small fine

Legalistic definition of Crime
A crime is any intentional act omission in violation of the criminal law, committed without defense or justification and sanctioned by the state

Problems: - it is sanctioned by the state (doesn’t take into account that the state could commit crimes)

Legalistic – not perfect

Labeling Definition
· not the quality of act but the label that others attach to the act
· who applies the label and who is labeled

Crminal act + conviction = criminal
No criminal act + conviction = criminal (found guilty, labled as a criminal)
Criminal act + no conviction = not a criminal

Chambliss The Saints and Roughtnecks (1973)
· saints-middle-class
· roughnecks-lower-class
· same levels of delinquency
· different treatment by society
· adulthood 

Sociological views of crim

Consensus (legalistic)
· Criminal law reflects agreed upon values of society
· Law is fair
· People are treated fairly under the law ie. enforcement practices are fair
· Consensus viewpoint is predominant in north American criminology
· Focuses on the traditional conceptions of crime ie murder, property offenses, etc

Conflict
· Laws reflect the power and economic structure of society
· Laws protect vested interests
· Law enforcement is directed at the underdog, not the powerful

· Focus should be on the crimes of the rich and powerful
· Eg. Environmental crime, treatment of workers, consumer fraud, crimes against humanity

Interactionist
· Laws are constantly changing
· Laws result from interaction among individuals and groups
· Moral entrepreneurs try to get their values enacted in law

· Being labeled deviant may promote further deviance
· Focus is on the process of deviance and changing definitions

Using marx to bring these forward



Defining Crime

A composite definition….
	Crime is a violation of societal rules of behaviors as interpreted by a legal criminal code created by people holding social and political power. Individuals who violate these laws are subject to sanctions by the state authority, social stigma, and loss of status. 

Critical Approach
· Crime is function of political and economic inequalities produced by a capitalist mode of production
· Includes:
· Human rights violations
· Crimes of the powerful
· ISM’s
· Poverty

Since 2000, starting with enron, we are living this

What are the isms? Sexism, racism, ageism, ableism
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Patterns of Criminality and Methods of Gathering Crime Statistics
Crminological Research
Research Design
Crime Patterns in Cnads
	Jjlk

· Criminological knowledge is based on science, a logical organized method of obtaining information through direct, systematic observation. Scientific knowledge is based on empirical evidence, information that is directly verifiable.
· Research method is a strategy for systematically conducting research
· Concepts, variables, and measurement
· Concepts are mental constructs that represent some part of the world, inevitably in a simplified form
· Variables are concepts whose value changes from case to case
· Operationalizing a variable is the process of developing the measurement to be focused in gauging a variable
*violence: acts of aggression, acts that cause fear (terrorism)
	physical abuse
	sexual abuse
	verbal abuse
	psychological abuse
	financial abuse

Measurement and Relationships
· Measurement requires reliability-the quality of consistent measurement and validity-the quality of measuring precisely what one intends to measure
· Relationships among variables
· Cause and effect is a relationship in which change in one variable causes in another
· Correlation exists when two or more) variables are related in some way.
Relationship between Variables
Cause -> effect
Independent variable -> dependent variable

When we look for causality, were looking for certain things: 
a) a must precede b.
2) most be noticeable change 
c) to spherical variables

Limitations of Scientific Research
· Human behavior is too complex to allow criminology to predict any individual’s actions precisely.
· Because humans respond to their surroundings, the mere presence of a researcher may affect the behavior being studied.
· Social patterns change constantly; what is true in one time or place may not hold in another.
· Because criminologists are part of the social world thy study, objectivity in social research is especially difficult.
· Subjective interpretation is always an important element in criminology analysis.

* during the industrialization, we got more warehouses. A study was designed to go into a warehouse to install more lights. The theory was that more lights would make people more products, the outcome: the brighter the lights, the harder they worked. 
But they then lowered them, and people kept working harder and harder. The presence of a researcher has an effect. THE HAWTHORN STUDY

	
Qualitative Research: The nonnumeric examination and interpretation of observing for the purpose of discovering underlying meanings and patterns of relationships (Babbie 1999) *exploratory research

Quantitative Research: The numerical representation and manipulation of observing for the purpose of describing and explaining the phenomena that those observations represent (Babbie 1999)  *conclusive research

Survey Research
· Uses interviews and questionnaires
· Is cross-sectional,
· Compares different groups at one point in time
· Measures attitudes, opinions, beliefs, values and behaviors

Limitations of Survey Research
· How do you find a representative sample?
· Will people respond to your survey
· Will people tell the truth about their behavior and opinions

Logitudinal Research
· Studies the same group (cohort) over a period of time
· Eg prisoners on parole
· May use diaries, interviews, health and employment records
· Time-consuming
· Sample attrition
· People may drop out of the research

Aggregate Data Research
· Government statistics, social indicators, uniform crime reports(UCR)
· Used to detect relationships and trends
· Eg. Unemployment rates and property crimes
· Can you depend on the agencies taking the cout or are they biased

Experimental Research
· Requires willing subjects, people that are human guinea pigs
· Needs an experimental and control group for comparison
· Subjects must be randomly assigned groups
· Seeks out cause and effect under highly controlled conditions. Typically experiments are explanatory, that is, used to test hypotheses, unverified statements of relationship between variables

[bookmark: _GoBack]Difficulties with Experimental Research
· Is it ethical?
· Is it realistic? 
· Can you generalize from such a small group?
· Can you control all the relevant factors?

Quasi-experimental research
· Uses a real situation for experimental purposed.
· Eg. Compare the recidivism(reoffending) rates of young offenders to boot camp o given community service
· Hard to control assignment to groups
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