Canadian Politics Lecture 1: 

Institutions: 
· “Complex sets of established practices, or ‘rules of the game’ that enable us to accomplish collective ends”
· Two key elements:
1) An overriding set of purposes or tasks
2) A patterned set of roles connected to those purposes
· Institutions:
· Determine who participates
· Structure relationships between participants
· Influence objectives of participants


Pre-Confederation: 
Early settlements:
	50% distinct cultural groups, indigenous populations 	(500,000)
	- Seven Years War (1754-1763)
		- Worldwide conflict between Europe’s major powers
		- In North America, the war was predominantly fought 				between the British and French
	- Battle of the Plains of Abraham (battle of Quebec)
		- Old city of Quebec was a walled city
		- Occurred after a failed 3 month seige of the British
		Battle lasted approx 15 minutes, British dominated, 				both generals died
	- Pivotal point in 7 Years War

· Treaty of Paris 1763: 
· The Treaty of Paris, also known as the Peace of Paris and the Treaty of 1763, was signed on 10 February 1763 by the kingdoms of Great Britain,France and Spain, with Portugal in agreement, after Britain's victory over France and Spain during the Seven Years' War.
· The signing of the treaty formally ended the Seven Years' War, otherwise known as the French and Indian War in the North American theatre,[1] which marked the beginning of an era of British dominance outside Europe.
· 

Post-War Developments: 

· Quebec Act: 1774: 
· Quebec Act set the precedent for the governeing of Quebec, with a few central components: 
· Guaranteed practice of Roman Catholocism 
· Restored the use of French Civil Law 
· Restored Roman catholic church’s ability to use Tithe 
· Didn’t create an elective assembly for the Colony (governor was appointed by the British, not elected assembly – had British interests in mind) 
· Passed in same session of parliament which was trying to punish the Americans for events such as the Boston tea party
· American Revolution: (1775-83) 
· Americans where unhappy about underrepresentation and rebelled against the British 
· British passed several series of legislature, Americans where unhappy about this an called it the “intolerable act” giving them reason to revolt 
· Why did Canadian Colonies not enter the war: 
· French and British where allies because of their strong ties to religion (feared Americans would destroy it) 
· Many people in Eastern Canada where French (too little amount of English settlers to effectively revolt) 
· After revolution about 40 – 50 thousand loyalists moved into Canada (opposed the US) 
· At this point the population of English speakers rapidly increased 

· Constitutional Act (1971): 

· Implemented a representative government (gov appointed by Britain but an elected assembly by the settlers (rich white guys) 
· Heavy British influence 
· Then a responsible government was instituted (by 1851 all parts of British empire): a form of government in which the political executive must retain the confidence of the elected legislature as well as call on an election when there is a ‘vote of non confidence’ 
· Durham’s hope of assimilating the French through his policy’s failed 

Reasons for Confederations: 
· 1) Economic Reasons: the British would charge tariffs on non-British items to make it more attractive to buy British goods
· The British then sighed a free-trade agreement with the Americans (British loosing lots of money) 
· AT the time western Canada was very unpopulated, British saw it as a huge potential for making money (needed to build a railway, would be much cheaper to do it together as a colony) 
· Lack of confederation created a deadlock (6 different governments in 6 years) therefore they had to reconstitute the union-ship to end the deadlock 
· 2) Political: needed to end the dead-lock and try and create a partnership to benefit both sides
· 3) Military: 
· If there was union-ship between the provinces there was less likely to be an American Invasion 
· Colonization would make Canada a much more politically stable nation 
· Americans often wrote about partnership between America and Canada 
· Between 1861-5 the American Civil war was going on (bad relationship between US and CAN), fear that the Northern States would turn on Canada 
· British did not want to continue funding security, thought they would be much more secure if the provinces joined together.  

Confederation: 
· Union
· Charlottetown Conference (1864)
· Wanted the colonies to be less dependent on the Crown
· At the time PEI opposed confederation b/c of there small population 
· Quebec Conference (1864)
· Power of Central government (major theme)
· How much power should the central gov and provincial government have? 
· MacDonald favored a strong central government 
· American Influences
· 72 Resolutions (all agreed except for PEI, Newfoundland didn’t exist)
· London Conference (1866)
· British North America (BNA) Act/Constitution Act (1867)
· Merger of Canada (East and West), Nova Scotia, New Brunswick
· Opposition to Confederation
· French Canada (French now less then half of federal government (French feared this would dilute their power) went down from 50 percent of seats to around 30 percent, much less influential 
· Maritimes: 

Principles of Confederation: 
· Federal Government had power of disallowment (refusing to sign a bill), 
· Federalism
· Separate spheres of government
· [bookmark: _GoBack]POGG (Peace, order and good government) 
· Residuary power, national dimension, emergency power, federal paramouncy 
· Principles upon confederation 
· Define the principles under which the Canadian Parliament should legislate 
· British Parliamentary system
· Structure (House of Commons, Senate, Crown)
· Responsible Government
· Confederation did not bring Canada independence from Britain
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