Families and kinship
Functionalist
· Durkheim often cited for his work on family
· Provide us with different points of view
· Who can have sex with whom
· Socialization
· Economic and psychological support
· Provision of social status
Feminist
· More types of family than the nuclear one
· Highly critical of western family
· Patriarchy is characteristic of nuclear family
· Change family system from one of control to one of freedom
Symbolic interactionism 
· Socially contructed
· Looking at the day to day makeup of the family don’t take it as an overall like the functionalist
· Each gender, person brings to the family
Nuclear family
· Most familiar with
· Married couple and the children
· Ego centered; analyze the family through your ego, (my brother, my sister)
· Once you move out, your breaking the nuclear family
· Doesn’t last
Polygamy
· Multiple spouses (husband or wife)
· Polygyny (multiple wives)
· Illegal but still debated and not enforced
Polygyny
· Either in Egypt or meditarian
· Not illegal in majority of the world
Polyandry
· Multiple husbands
· Much rarer

· All societies have some system of reconsent (people related to us by blood or not)

The functions of descent and kinship
· ..
· 2. different ways to deal with it: Out marriage or in marriage. Don’t want to destroy your resources
· primogeniter: first man born 
· used to inherit the land
The functions
· being involved in a kinship comes with benefits 
· what will happen to us in old age
· it is extremely important for our lives
key terms
· affinal kin: created through marriage
· consanguineal link: created by biology
· some people extend the term for people that aren’t blood relative (which confuses sociologists)
names
· naming becomes important
the study of kinship
· we assume that our kinship is natural and others are different 
· often taken for granted
analysis
· diagrams very common
· genealogy charts 
residency patterns
· neolocal: when ppl in a family marry and move out and establish your own household
· patrilocal: found in many places. When a couple marries they go and live in the husbands house
· matrilocal : when the couple marries they go live in the household of the wife’s family
· avunculocal: when you live with your uncle (also you inherit wealth from your uncle) generally the husbands uncle (not very common)
bilateral descent
· trace descent through both parents
· inheritance is allocated equally between siblings
unilineal
· trace descent through one line
· either father of mother
· one is shifted to the side
· not advanced production 
· 60% of cultures (more cultures than people)
patrilineal descent
· trace descent throught the father
· males dominant
· girls are raised for other families (shipped out and married out)
· most common in Africa 
· names alter father=uncle
matrilineal descent
· rare
· kinship traced through female line
· found mostly outside Africa
· declining through capitilism 
· when men are away from home often
Families of the future
· predict an indrease in family diversity
· will all hav e an impact of familyies of the future
· why child takes fathers name
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