Anthropology Lecture 9
Religious Orders, Preternatural Forces, and Anthropological Dilemmas
1. Religion and Anthropology: Some Themes
2. Religious and spiritual contestations
a) Religious contestations in southern Niger in late 1990s (Adeline Masquelier)
3. Preternatural forces – witchcraft in Africa
a) A witch-finding ceremony in Zimbabwe in 1992
b) World of witchcraft (central African republic)
Religion and Anthropology: Some Themes 
1. Are you religious?
2. What does it mean to be religious for you? In terms of what role does it play in a person’s life?
3. Do you believe in any invisible beings? (god, spirits, souls, demons, ghosts, angels, deities) and/or “invisible realms” (e.g. heaven, hell, paradise, place where sentient life awaits rebirth)
Religious contestations in Southern Niger late 90s
· Town of Dogondoutchi
· Religious forces include: 
· Sufi Brotherhoods (Muslim)
· Izala, a Muslim reformist movement 
· A charismatic Sufi Muslim preacher who criticized both 
· Bori spirit adherents 
World of Witchcraft (http://vimeo.com/7663836)
Questions:
1) what does this film show about the prosecution of  witches in the Central African Republic? 
2) what are some of the different understandings of witchcraft given by the people in the film?
3) how is the filmmaker portraying this prosecution and the widespread assumption that witches exist?
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