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-central problem
-set of concepts
-collection of facts
-research methods
-theoretical knowledge

About sociology:
August Counte defined sociology as:
1. The study of laws of social dynamics
2. The study of the laws of social statistics (stability)

Why the interest in social change and social stability?
-sociology can be understood as an intellectual response to:
1. scientific revolution – 17th century
2. industrial revolution – 18th century
3. the French revolution

Redefining the sociological problem:
-as more observations were made sociologists rejected the idea that there were natural laws od society

-A consequence of this was a redefinition of the sociological problem

Sociology today is best understood as the study of culture

Definition of culture: made by humans
-socially constructed
-consists of material (and non material facts mind)
-complex
-learned and shared
-historical and culmulative
-varies from place to place
(culture is thought to be a made of adaptation to an environment)

Sociology today is defined as the study of culture
-more specifically sociologist investigate 
1. the making of culture (the agency perspective)
2. how culture shapes behavior (the social structure perspective)

Culture and human nature:
-sociologists argue that much of the behavior that is attributed to human nature is in fact socially determined

-comparative method is used to distinguish socially determined behavior from biologically based nature
1. the cross cultural comparison
2. the historical comparison
-compare a society at different points in time, if it doesn’t change then the behavior is biologically based but if it does change then our behavior changes according to culture
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Objectivity
Common sense – largely consists of prejudicial ideas about the world
Rene Descartes (the sources of our biased ideas):
1. the bases of childhood 
-as a child we do not have the ability to think critically
2. the biases of the authorities
-he means that someone who we think knows better than us (some sort of expert) ex. Aristotle, newspaper writers, professor
-not someone with power
3. our appetites (selfish interests)
-we are inclined to believe those things that benefit us
-men overpowering women (in the 19th century) and treating them as we do children in our society

Common errors in reasoning:
1. selective observations
-when you pick out only one fact or a set of facts and neglect all other observations that do not fit with your facts
2. over generalizations
-small number of cases, so you generalize those small number of cases for all cases
(objectivity requires that such ideas be put aside)

Science: Characteristics
1. the relative (not absolute) nature of ideas
2. the “null” hypothesis
-people purposely set out to disprove theories rather than prove theories


Doing Sociology
-definition of the concept of ethnocentrism:
1. the belief that how ones own people act is best – it is natural (human nature)
2. evaluating other cultures according to how things are done in one’s own culture

-to do sociology you must free yourself from ethnocentric thinking: free yourself from the ideas you already have about the social world you live in
-you must look at your own culture with new eyes; everything should strike you as strange, nothing is natural

Charles Darwin Theory of Evolution of Species 1859
Key propositions:
1. Variations
-variations between the members of a species ex. Dogs, fruit flies, human beings
2. Harsh environment
-the environment is not supportive enough until the age of sexual maturity
3. Survival of the “fittest”
-the species is to live to the age of sexual reproduction/maturity because of some of their specific characteristics
4. Evolution of the species
-explains why species change as they do

Human evolution (Fossil Record):
Ramapithecus 9-11 million years ago  Australopithecus Africanus, A. Robustus, Homo Habilis 3-4 million years ago

Homo Erectus 1-1.5 million years ago  Homo Sapien (eg. Homo Neanderthal) 0.5 million years ago  Homo Sapien Sapion 100,00 years ago

Selective Human Characteristics (Constant/Universal)
-S shaped spine (allows you to stand up strong)
-defined heel (ball on the front and arch)
-pivoting hip
-narrow pelvis
-large brain (capable of language and abstract thought)

Cultural Variations
Ruth Benedict: Patterns of Culture 1934
1. the Pueblo of the American Southwest
-economic activities:
-sheep herding, dry land farming, hunting
-the agriculture was communally organized with the produce stored in a communal storehouse
-family structure:
-matriarchial  descent was traced through female lines, women controlled both family property and collective property
-interpersonal relations:
-non violent, co-operative, non-emotional, collectively oriented
-authority structure:
-individuals demonstrated as little authority and leadership as possible
2. the Dobu (a mountainous island near New Guinea)
-economic activities:
-gardening and hunting
-property is individualisticly owned
-family structure:
-matrilineal descent was traced through female lines
-husbands and wives maintained individual gardens
-no equivalent to the western concept of romantic love
-interpersonal relations:
-competitive and hostile  “all existence is cut throat competition..”
-authority structure:
-no formal authority structure
-the limitation is fear of retribution
-not uncommon for a mother to feed her newborn baby to the crocodiles

M. Mead (Sex and Temperament 1935)
-compared three cultures located in New Guinea (near Australia):
1. the Arapesh (a mountain environment)
-the main activity was agriculture
-little social difference between men and women
-both were gentle, nurturing, and co-operative
-neither were sexually aggressive
2. the Mundugumor (a jungle environment)
-hunters
-again, she found little difference  both were highly individualistic, treacherist and violent, both were sexually aggressive
3. the Tohambuli (a lake area)
-the main activities were fishing and gardening
-the men and women were socially unlike:
-the women fished while the men stayed close to home
-women were the dominating and impersonal partner; men were the emotionally dependent partner
-women initiated courtship
-the major non economic activities of the men were related to ceremonies and arts
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1. is used to test hypothesis
-typically begins with the construction of a hypothesis:
-a statement of a casual relationship between two or more events
                  A (causing B to move) --> B (can change
 -the casual event is called the independent variable --is not effected by B
-the event that is acted on by the independent variable is called the dependent variable
2. the ideal experiment controls or holds constant all other events in the environment that might conceivably effect the outcome
-such events are called control variables or extraneous variables
-manipulate the independent variable
 the researcher next manipulates the independent variable, either increasing or decreasing the magnitude
4. at the same time the researcher measures the dependent variable
         -if there is a corresponding and systematic change in the dependent variable, this is evidence of a causal relationship
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positive:              A --> B or A --> B
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negative:            A --> B or A --> B
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 -sociologists seldom use the experimental method because:
 
         1. when doing sociological research it is seldom possible to control all events in a natural setting
         2. nor is it possible to reproduce the complexity of a social situation in a laboratory
-Henry and Ginzberg (“who gets the work” 1984)
         -used the experimental method   
                  -hypothesized that race is casually related to employment
                  -events that might plausibly effect the outcome were held constant:
                           -age, sex, educations, experience, dress, personality
         -found that: sample size-201
                  -in person results:
                           -offers: both offered: 10 (5%)
`                                  white only: 27 (13.4%)
                                    black only: 9 (4.5%)
                                    no offer: 155 (77.7%)
                           -treatment:         same: 165
                                             different: 36
Survey Methods
review:
         -data is gathered from large numbers of people (random)
         -the questions are standardized
         -commonly the questions are closed ended
-this method is used to:
         -statistically describe a sample or population:
         -test hypotheses
 
hypothesis testing:
         -the hypothesis is stated in casual terms
         -the extraneous variables are identified and statistically held constant
         -by selecting from a larger sample, a sub sample of subjects that are identical with respect to the extraneous variables
 
-Bowles and Gintis (1976) Schooling in Capitalist America
         -tests the “liberal theory” that the purpose of schooling is to develop each individual to their maximum potential
                  -sample: white men, non-farm background, average IQ, aged 35-44 in 1962
(IQ is the probability of whether you will do will or not in school)
         -higher socioeconomic class meant higher/more schooling
 
-the questions are structured
         -predetermined
         -subjects ask the same questions, using the same words, in the same order
-typically, questions are closed-ended (the subject is asked to select from a limited number of categories)   e.g. do you: agree or disagree   
         -advantages of closed questions: easy to answer and code
         -disadvantages: new questions cannot be added, categories may not be exhaustive, researchers may misinterpret what the respondent meant to say
 
-advantages of the method: large sample size allows one to generalize, standardized nature of the questions allows others to reproduce the study
 
converging gender roles:
-method: 24 hours diaries, men and women 25-54, 1986-2005
-key findings:
         -work force participation rate of women increased from 44% in 1986 to 81% in 2005
         -for both men and women the total number of hours worked (paid and unpaid) has steadily increased: for 2005: 8.8 for men and 8.7 for women
         -the increases for men and women are for different reasons:
                  -women: the increase in paid work
                  -men: the increase in unpaid work
         -in all family types, women do more unpaid work, but the gap between men and women is narrowing:
 
qualitative interviewing:
-characteristic: the respondents are asked for detailed answers in their own words
-goal: to construct a comprehensive or rich understanding, including the respondents’ points of view
         -sample: 1. small size
                    2. opportunistic
-interview: semi-structured
                  -areas to be explored are determined in advance
                  -the wording of the questions and the order varies from person to person, which is why it is semi-structured
                  -questions not previously considered are asked in the course of the interview
 
-questions: open-ended
         -analyses:
                  -analytical or explanatory categories are constructed “from the ground up”
                  -verbatim is used as evidence
         -strengths:
                  -respondents can answer as they wish, and are not forced to select an answer that may not represent them
                  -the respondents can explain themselves to the satisfaction of the researcher
                  -respondent can raise issues not previously considered by the researcher
         -weaknesses:
                  -the small sample size and non random nature of the sampling makes it difficult to generalize
                  -the opportunities nature of the sample and the variability between interviews make it difficult for other researchers to reproduce the study
 
-ethnographic field research
         -goal: to construct a comprehensive or rich understanding, including the respondents’ points of view
                  -sample: 1. small  2. opportunistic
 
         -method
                  -detailed observations are made over a prolonged time in a natural setting
                  -the rule of thumb is to observe everything (e.g. setting, people, actions, one’s own feelings) 
 
         -variations:
                  -overt (more ethical) -know they’re being watched
                  -covert (negates the Hawthorne effect--changing behaviour)  -do not know they’re being watched
                  -non-participatory (more objective)  -researcher does not engage in activities of other people in the field
                  -participatory (allows for a deeper understanding of the emotional states of others)  -less objective, when you engage in the same activities as someone else
 
         -advantages:
                  -the many and varied observations allow for the construction of a complex understanding
        
         -disadvantages:
                  -very time consuming, hence a limited number of cases
 
                  -the limited number of cases and the non random sampling makes it difficult to generalize
 
                  -because each place or grouping of people is unique it is difficult to reproduce the study
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                  -the closeness of the researcher to the people as a result of the long period of contact raises the issue of objectivity

The functionalists theoretical framework
-determines the kind of people you’ll find in society
-downplay conflict in society, conflict is not fundamental to society
-emphasis on consensus

General characteristics of functionalist sociologist:
1. thinking of a society as a living organism (holistic)
2. the emphasis on the importance of the normative system
3. thinking of conflict in society as superficial and transitory
-determines the kind of people you’ll find in society

Characteristics of an organism:
-the overall purpose is to maintain itself (to survive)
-consists of specialized parts, 
-certain things the organism must do to stay alive ex. Humans must intake oxygen and must need a cardiovascular system to move the oxygen around the body
-the component parts act and react on one another ex. What the heart does is important for the respiratory system
-to think of society as an organism for example, we adapt ourselves to the scarcity of oil

Several concepts have been constructed to think about this:
1. function indispensability  
-all standardized cultural forms and practices are assumed to be somehow important for maintaining a society
ex. conspicuous consumption of the major class – the dress of the gentleman and the gentle woman (something that’s been around for a long time) and why that is important

2. manifest and latent functions 
manifest functions:
-the importance of the form or practice is obvious
-the consequences of change is thus predictable
latent functions:
 -the importance is obscure (needs to be discovered)
-the consequences of change is thus unpredictable 

examples of latent functions:
1. “cow love” (Harris. “India’s Sacred Cow”)
-manifest reason why people did not eat the cow is because there is a religious taboo on it
-remember India is one of the most ancient cultures
-large parts of India, the trees are cut down which causes the problem of what to fertilize with which leads to dung for fertilizer
-dung for fertilizer
-dung for fuel
-dung for building material
-oxen for the plow
2. “crime” (Durkheim. “The Functions of Crime”)
-he asked himself why crime was important
-crime and its punishments re-affirms the moral boundaries (to remind the rest of society)
-the collective obhorence of the crime strengths in a group solidarity
-another function of crime is that it reminds us that we are all the same and we are not like the criminal
-strengthens the emotional ties between you and other people (in group solidarity)
-scape-goating (releases social tension)
-tension can result in crime, take all the tension and place it on the criminal
-criminals are sometimes innovators  they do things we do not dare to go beyond the moral boundary ex. Capitalism, in the 1600’s the land was not private property, the funeral lords stole the land for themselves
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1. cultural values are embodied in organization:
values  norms  social rate  institutions
2. cultural values shape personality:
values  socialization  personality

Canada and the USA
-SM. Lipset argues the two countries share a similar set of values with one key value divergence:
USA  more individualistically oriented (freedom, equality, self-reliance)
Can  more collectively oriented (sharing, co-operative, elitist)
Causes:
1. the American Constitution
2. climate differences
3. frontier differences

1. the value difference is reflected in our personalities: for example, Canadians are more supportive of government, unions, police and courts

2. the value difference is reflected in our organization, Canadian organization, for example, tend to be more hierarchically organized and elitist nature:
-churches
-appointed senate, courts, governors

3. the value difference is reflected in government policy; for example:
-social welfare
-health care
-support for ethic identities
-gun laws

Michael Adams argues that the values of Canadians and Americans are changing, but continue to diverge:
USA Americans are becoming more traditionally oriented
Canada Canadians are becoming increasingly rationally oriented
Evidence:
1. religiousity
2. support for the traditional nuclear family
3. the belief in the natural superiority of men

Midterm Review

Part one:
-20 multiple choice or fill in the blank questions (20 points)
Example:
 “we defined contemporary sociology as the study of:”
a. social relations
b. society
c. social change
d. culture
e. human behavior in society
Answer: D

“Functionalist sociologists use the term _____ to refer to specific rules of conduct or behavior related to specific situations”
Answer: cultural norm or social norm

Part two:
-2 of 8 very short answer questions (10 points)
Example:
“State and very briefly explain 4 characteristics of the concept of culture”

“Descartes argues that most of our biased ideas come from three sources. One source he refers to as the biases of childhood state and very briefly explain the other two sources.” 

-no questions on Auguste Conte including his definition of sociology
-need to know definition of culture
-need to know whats meant by the agency perspective and social structural perspective
-need to know 2 types of comparisons that are used to distinguish behvaiour that is biologically based to behavior that is culturally shaped; the historical comparison and cross cultural comparison; both methods predispose that we are all biologically the same
-no questions on origins of western culture
-need to know the 3 sources of our biases according to Descartes
-need to know the characteristics of the scientific theory (relatively true not absolutely true) and common sense theory  we set our to disprove these ideas
-know the 2 problems in logic: problem of selective observations and problem of over-generalization 
-know the definition of ethnocentrisim
-know the main theories that make up Darwins theory of evolution (4 of them) 
-do not need to know the names of the creautres or dates they were found at, but you should know the implications of the fossil record  everyone today shares the same evolutionary history, we end up being biologically the same
-know the characteristics of the Pueblo and Dobu
-know the characteristics of (see recording)
-know experimental method is used to test hypothesis, define hypothesis, know whats meant by the independent, dependent variable
-know why sociologist don’t use the experimental method
-survey research: know it’s purpose
-know the characteristics of survey research
-know the way questions are standardized
-know the questions that are asked are close ended questions  you give the respondent a limited number of options to choose from
-know the problems that we noted about closed ended questions 
-qualitative interviewing  come up with a depth understanding of a group of people
-about ethnographic film research  depth understanding, observations are made in a real place in a real time (made in the field), rule of thumb in the initial stages of the observations is to try to observe everything
-verbatim
-know the 4 variations of ethnographic film research  
-functionalist  useful to see society as a livng thing, normative structure, conflict exists at a superficial level but normally not at a fundamental level
-definition of concept of organism, functionalist indisbisability, manifest function, latent function, cultural value or social value, cultural norm or social norm, social role and institution 
-know what makes Canadians different from Americans
-articles will be tested
-multiple choice: directly refer to the articles
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