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- Posits that women’s subordination is due to women’s secondary political status – she argues that women worldwide do not have political status, access, or influence equal to men
‑ Why are women excluded & what are the barriers to equality?
System of inclusion & exclusion
- Gender is one system of exclusion which maintains women’s subordination
- Gender is one systemic factor within the complex matrix of social hierarchies and power structures 
- Women’s subordinate position is intertwined with other aspects of their daily lives 
Social hierarchies and power structures
- Women’s gender inequality is both structural and situational 
- Structural system of exclusion & inclusion/subordination:
	- government, state system, economy, culture, race, class, ethnicity, citizenship status, (dis)ability, age, sexual orientation, etc.
- Situational systems of exclusion/subordination:
	- global economic, political, social, cultural and religious structures shape national & local ‘events’, policies and laws which impact on women’s everyday lives in multiple ways 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Women’s Issues/Everyone’s Concern
1) Violence: ensuring personal safety, security and autonomy 
2) Poverty: access to economic security, safe jobs, freedom from exploitative working conditions, affordable childcare
3) Reproductive Rights: safe & accessible contraception, access to safe/legal abortion, maternal and child health programs 
4) Equal access to public, communal and market resources for problem solving
5) Empowerment 
6) Remaking/changing the social/political & legal rules of the game
Why are women excluded?
- Women are excluded from formal politics, not by ‘choice’ or by the public/private divide which reinforces women’s ‘appropriate’ political socialization
- Women continue to be excluded because women are un(der)represented in political institutions that shape the expectations, roles, careers, education, policies, law, and activities of those who aspire to be included in these institutions 
Everyday life as a site of Activism!
- Everyday life is the space where women’s activism overwhelmingly emerges – as a space between the institutions of state and family, where women are able to self-define problems, issues, actions and solutions 
- Women’s political engagement occurs against all odds!
- Women’s daily survival is a contestation of systems which excluded, subordinate, oppress, exploit and marginalize on the basis of gender, sexuality, race, ethnicity, (dis)ability, and age
