PHI 1101 - Chapter 5
More Valid Argument Forms: Categorical Reasoning and Venn Diagrams
Categorical Reasoning:
· Categorical statements – making statements about classes or categories
· Universal Statement – it applies to all (using words such as all, every, none)
· Particular/Existential Claims – applies to some members of the category (some, a few, most).
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· [image: ]The boundaries on the circle represent all members in the category, so if the number in the line was 5, then the number in the category would be 5. You can also have things that overlap showed in a venn diagram.

· Region 1 represents sparkly men only. Region 3 Represents Devistatively Sexy. But the overlap of region 2 consists of sparkly men and sexy men.
· If there is a region is empty, then you show this by shading. For example, if you say that all Devistatively sexy men are all sparkly men; which would mean that region 3 would be empty and so you shade region 3.  
[image: ]
· Never shade out the whole circle because it would mean that the entire class does not exist.
· [bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Particular/Existential Statements:
· If we were to say there are some werewolf boys do not deserve our love, we do this by putting an asterix in the category.
· An important thing to know is when a statement (for example) “no snakes are not reptiles” – it is a double negation and so it is the same as saying all snakes are reptiles, so meaning the area which represents snakes that are not reptiles will be shaded.
· Tips:
· If we say “all are not” it is the same as saying “none are”
· Do not shade the region and also put an asterix in it, the region is empty therefore it cannot contain any members
· Don’t put the asterix on the edge of the circle (when dealing with two circle arguments)
· Always label the categories and don’t just put “category”
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