Sept 20 poll class 5
1-The Socratic problem

2-the old accusations (aristopares)

3-the recent accusations and Socrates rebuttal

4-motives for this trial: religious or political-or both?

5-socrates is a bad citizen? Redefining relationship?

1- the Socratic problem

-in 399 the trial and death of Socrates occurred 
-beyond this knowledge all information of his existence is speculation  

-in all recorded philosophical text from platonic era, Socrates remains as character within platonic text. Socrates never recorded his own words. 

-3 main sources to provide insight into his life- xeonphon, Aristophanes, and plato

-each source disagrees about main aspects about his life.

Ari(says hes atheist, and a babbler, 

Xeno( he was pious and serious 

Assumption( the trail and death of Socrates, is to be taken as Socrates word. 

· the apology is a defence of the philosophical way of life

· the impact of Socrates is said to be comparable to that of jesus’

· founded something akin to religion

· similar traumatic founding moment. 

· Aristophanes remains one of the few who still claims Socrates as a bad influence

2-The Old Accusations


-Socrates wishes to first fight the older accusations first, the one from his early life

-the rumor spread by Aristophanes “Socrates is a student of all things in the sky and below earth, and makes the worst argument the stronger(basically he accused him of being a philosopher ( ppl thought he was challenging the gods (hubris (mans excessive pride to know of god and the world) 

-pre Socratic thought dealt only with celestial matters, but Socrates compelled philosophy to come down to earth,  and be more prudent to practical life. And political life. 

-he is accused of being a sophist (being a bullshitter, ( teachers of Roderick


(sophists didn’t really care about justices  

-Socrates goes to oracle

-She says hes wisest man-

-He goes to distinguished poltical figures

-He has more knowledge than them

-But they believe they are smarter (they are ignorant)

-he decided he has to prove their ignorance

-socrates claims that the leaders knowledge isn’t true knowledge but a lower form of knowledge (cannot be passed  (seems intangible

-then he goes to the craftsman

-sees their knowledge as true or pure(something that can be passed, or taught 

-he believes he is superior to everyone because he knows that he knows nothings, where as all other men believe they do know

“the unexamined life is not worth living” 

charges

Corrupting the young 

Not believing in the Athenian gods   

-socrates believes that the trial is religiously motivated, he seems to be gearing more towards monotheism, but he never chooses to blasphemies the gods

New motivations for the trial

-he was seen as a enemy of democracy 


(rude to leaders who support democratic rule(ergo seen as undemocratic 


(seen associating with oligarchs(guilt by association


(athens is in shambles at the time of trial(poltical strife was the last thing they needed


(also he insulted a lot of powerful ppl (resentment)

(both political and religious influences played equal role in the trial  of Socrates.

5-Social 
 

-opposed the oligarchy

-did his best to avoid political action,
-refused to take up arms for political strife 

-socrates denies the claims of his cowardice, he claims had he fought he would have died and benefited no one(sees himself as a critic , there only to help, but Athens could tolerate no critic. 
