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Ch 2:The Politics of Race

Race Matters: (colour-blind or colour-conscious society)

· Race shapes intergroup dynamics (past + present)

· Race rationalized XIX European colonization + provided pseudo-scientific legitimacy for racial hierarchy in colonies

· Racism as self-serving explanation/justification for EU exploration, capitalist expansion, imperialistic dispossession 

· The US + CA’s past = essentialized vision of race as natural and static, universal and immutable

· Race still matters = key predictor for who gets what = same reasons as in the past – explanation/rationalization of the domination, control, or exploitation

· Now = Racial profiling (police) young black + aboriginal males 

· Yet, race is a fiction, a powerful illusion, socially constructed to justify white domination 

· Race is not real, but its perception is = real consequences for identities, experiences, outcomes/success

· The politics of race = defining who gets what, and why

· Canadians (CANS) = conflicted over the concept of race: 

· CA Paradoxes [both ways] = The preoccupation with race contradicts our merit-based and achievement–oriented society with colour-blind liberal universalism (commonalities as rights-bearers and morally autonomous individuals count more than racial differences). CANS reject the race concept but unconsciously employ race to make sense of the world (eg., person’s worth, success, discrimination, etc).

· False mythology of ‘racelessness’ condones white supremacy/privilege in CA

The Race Concept: The Power of an Illusion (defining race=what is race?)

The politics of race = explosive and divisive = race discredited but still political marker of differences and discrimination

· Race = elusive term = hard to define = multidimensionality of the concept – in constant flux, both fluid and malleable = contested concept (no agreement)

· The concept of race has recently shifted = from a fixed biological entity (measurable object) to a process of constructing racial meanings = from race as a thing to race as social construction

· Skin colour (skinship) = identifying, naming, categorizing ‘the other’ = the perceptions and motivations of the dominant imposed upon racially subordinate groups to control or restrict their opportunities

· Racialization = (racial coding) = relations that are ‘racialized’ = race relations don’t exist since race is invented (not biological reality) = perception of race only

The Race Concept: From Biological Reality to Social Construct

· HUMAN GENOME PROJECT (2000) = findings on the centuries long ‘scientific’ search for ‘missing link between apes and humans’ (ie, scientific racism):

· Humans = single biological species = Homo sapiens (genus=Homo)

· 99.9% genetically identical = 0.1% genetic difference (human diversity) =

· different populations have genetically diverse frequencies = gene frequencies include visible PHENOTYPES – SKIN COLOUR AND invisible GENOTYPES – BLOOD TYPES (A,B, 0, AB)

[NB = racism = skinship versus bloodship; eg., South Africa vs. Nazism]

· single species with varying gene frequencies and distributions

· anatomical differences exist = eg., skin colour, blood chemistry, hair form, etc, = but these differences reflect ADAPTATION to environment – evolutionary process of mutation and natural selection

· Enlightenment = search for unitary schemes to explain totality of human experience
· XVIII = Dividing the world in racial categories = superiority and inferiority = racial typologies = Caucasoid-white, Negroid-black, Mongoloid-asian/oriental

· Whiteness as racialized privilege = today’s paradox (CA + elsewhere) = 2 main paradoxes = 1) race concept has no empirical validity or biological reality; 2) how can race (skin colour) be relevant in a merit-based and colour-blind society?

· CANS = reluctant to see ‘whiteness’ as race category = whites see (classify) ‘others’ as ‘races’ but not themselves (whiteness is beyond race, a neutral and colourless norm meaning simultaneously everything and nothing) = double standard or ‘white’ hypocrisy  

NB = same with ethnicity= others/immigrants as ethnic groups but not French + English

· Race/Racism = Justifying Colonial Exploitation = white supremacy as a global system of domination for the last 500 years = race is the racism project for the displacement of indigenous peoples and exploitation/destruction of minorities

Doctrines of Racial Superiority = Justifying inequalities between races

· classifying large groups of people by skin colour = superior or inferior colour justified by the unquestionable authority of science

1) Social Darwinism (Darwin=apolitical + common [but not same] descendant)

· end of XIX = Darwin’s biological propositions used for overseas exploitation = struggle for survival and survival of the fittest [Herbert Spenser]

· philosophical justification of western colonialism = the subjugation of colonized people according to the ‘laws of nature’ = the right of the stronger = power politics

· the social world = mortal combat over scarce and valuable resources (animals)

· those with less adaptive qualities disappeared or vanquished in the competitive struggle for evolutionary survival 

· racist world order = spoils to the victor – servitude and slavery for the vanquished

· evolutionism = (from single to complex forms) ‘lower races’ least evolved, lost the struggle for survival, ‘unfit’ for competition between tribes = ie., ‘the evolutionary childhood of the white man’ = humans like animals????

2) Eugenics [Hitler’s Arian race? = Was Hitler Arian? Toll, blue eyes, ‘pure’ blood]

· turn of XX (US, UK, Russia, Japan) = eugenics = the social, mental, and behavioural qualities of ‘race’ can improve by selective manipulation of its hereditary essence 

· discovery of hereditary laws (inheritance) – eugenics movement advocated the improvement of the ethnic stock by purging undesirables via selective breeding procedures = the genetically unfit seen as a threat to society

·  eg., the US eugenicists restricted immigration from less ‘fit’ countries + sterilization laws against indigenous peoples and the poor

· CA = 1928-1972 Alberta’s Sexual Sterilization Act = over 3000 aboriginal and poor women compulsory sterilized

· Nazism = forced sterilization and mass destruction  of millions of undesirables (Jews, gypsies, homosexuals, mentally disabled, etc)

NB = sterilization in our residential schools (boys + girls), Fujimori in Peru, American aboriginals, third world women

3) Scientific Racism (or genetic premises of socio-biology today)
· popular in the US = against indigenous and black people, ‘lower races’ of EU immigrants = racialized minorities moved to urban areas = competition for jobs and housing 

· US whites used the most popular ‘scientific’ support to discriminate minorities = IQ test

· Scientific racism = major premise = racial capacities could be measured and evaluated by statistical means = the IQ test linked race and intelligence

· US blacks repeatedly scored cca 15% less that whites on IQ tests = the ‘proof’ of their inherent (born) intellectual inferiority and white intellectual supremacy 

· Yet, the IQ test is Eurocentric + not for measuring intelligence (but stupidity)

In sum = racist myths of ‘intelligence gene’ or ‘sport gene’ (whites vs blacks) – also socio-biologists et al. obsessed with discovering genes for everything = gay gene, alcoholic gene, aggressive gene, etc = never found!!!!! Why? Don’t exist!

A symbiosis of power politics and racism = logical end of Western civilization and of humanity as a whole: 

“If it should prove to be true that we are imprisoned in Hobbes’s endless process of power accumulation, then the organization of the mob will inevitably take the form of transformation of nations into races, for there is, under the conditions of an accumulating society, no other unifying bond available between individuals who in the very process of power accumulation and expansion are losing all natural connections with their fellow-men … Whatever learned scientists may say, race is, politically speaking, not the beginning of humanity but its end, not the origin of peoples but their decay, not the natural birth of man but his unnatural death” (Hannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism, 1973:157).
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