Midterm 1: Review

1. What is a prejudice and what is a stereotype? How are they related? Provide one example of each concept.
	Prejudice is a pre-judgement or preconception about a person or a group of people. It can be either positive or negative; however most of the time is it negative. Stereotypes are generalizations about the appearance, behavior, mindset or other characteristics about a particular group. Prejudice is maintained by stereotypes. An example of prejudice is hiring a male auto mechanic instead of a female mechanic thinking the male is more qualified. The common stereotype is that males work more with tools and cars more than females and are therefore more qualified. In this example it shows that the prejudice is being sustained by the stereotype.  Another example is requesting a male driver instructor instead of a female instructor because you believe that males are more qualified. The stereotype in this example is that males are better drivers than females. The prejudice is being maintained by stereotypes. 
2. List the main assumptions of the functionalist, conflict, feminist, and symbolic Interactionist perspectives about society. Using one or many examples describe how each perspective would view a contemporary issue.
The functionalist perspective is based on the assumption that society is a stable, orderly system characterized by social consensus. It stresses that each aspect of society contributes to the society functioning as a whole. It believes that our lives are guided by social structures and that society is a system made by interrelated parts. If one part of society is affected, then society as a whole will alter.  For example, that a division of labour between husband and wife is essential for family stability and social order.  Another example is the presence of crime. Many believe that crime is a problem. However in the eyes of a functionalist, crime is significant for society to function. Crime provides jobs to the police officers, lawyers, judges… Without crime, many people would lose their jobs. Functionalists believe that everything in society has a purpose. Another example is that the government provides an educational system for families of the country, which in turn pays taxes which the state depends on. If all goes well the children in school will grow up to pay taxes themselves to keep the state running. The families depend on the state to provide this educational system, and the state depends on the families to pay taxes.  (Society as a system made up of interrelated parts each of which performs one or several important social functions or meet vital social needs
	The conflict perspective focuses on the negative, conflicted, and ever-changing nature of society.  The main sociologists focussing on this theory was Karl Marx and Max Weber. This perspective is opposite to functionalist. It believes that society is a continuous power struggle among competing groups. It assumes that the social system benefits some while depriving others and that social behavior is best understood in terms of conflict or tension between these competing groups. A common example is the conflicting interests of the owners and workers of a company. The owners want to achieve high profits while the workers want high wages. The owners may reduce the wages of the workers to maximize their profit, while the workers may go on strike to increase their wages. Due to their conflicting goals, each side acts accordingly. 
	
The feminist perspective focuses on the significance of gender in understanding and explaining inequalities between men and women. This perspective highlights that fact that we live in a male centered world. It shows that society values masculinity over femininity. It assumes that gender is socially created and reinforced through learning.  For example, feminists believe that the media presents women as cleaners, housewives, and servants for men. They believe that this supports patriarchy and is why there are inequalities between men and women. 
	The symbolic interactionist perspective examines day to day interactions and behaviours in groups. This perspective focuses on micro level analysis. According to this theory, society is a sum of interactions of individuals and groups. Each person’s definition of a given situation becomes subjective from the person’s viewpoint. For example, if someone yells “fire” in a movie theatre the common response is to leave and be alarmed. However, if a person does not know what “fire” means they will not react accordingly.  How people interpret situations then becomes influential on their behaviour. 
Sociologists:
· Auguste Comte
· Coined the term sociology but preferred social physics, known to be the founder of sociology
· Comte’s theory was that society contains social statics which forces social order and social dynamics which forces change. 
· Believed that the French revolution brought chaos and wanted to get back the political order
· Emile Durkheim
· Founder of discipline
· Believed that society is more than the sum of its parts 
· Society has a unique characteristic of its own
· people are a product of their social environment
· Society is built on social facts (patterned ways of thinking and feeling)
· Observed that rapid social change leads to strains in society which increase anomie (loss of shared values and purpose in society)
· Karl Marx
· Believed that conflict is necessary to produce social change
· Focussed on economic change
· Class conflict is the struggle between the capitalist class and the working class
· Bourgeoisie; owning class
· Proletariat; working class 
· This leads to alienation, feeling powerless and estranged from others and oneself 



· Max Weber
· Concerned with the changes of industrial revolution
· Thought sociology should be value free
· Believed that sociologists should employ “ver stehen” (understanding and insight) to see the world as others see it (walking in someone’s shoes)
· Believed that large scale organizations were destroying human vitality and freedom 
Modes of everyday Theorizing
· Common sense
· Widespread among people 
· Guides ordinary conduct in everyday life
· Most aren’t true
· Based on rudimentary reasoning, rely on first impressions, don’t require thinking or reflection
· Not universally accepted (what’s common sense here isn’t somewhere else and will not be in 20 years)
· Hard to refute (fight) 
· Example: you are more likely to be raped by a stranger than someone you know… FALSE
· False obviousness
· Explanations that seem so obvious that research isn’t done to prove it
· Example: Paul Lazarfeld held an experiment with American soldiers to warn deception and self- evident thoughts
· Prejudice and Stereotypes
· Prejudice is a pre judgement or preconception about something 
· Stereotypes is a generalization about the appearance, behaviour, mindset or characteristic about a group
· Can be positive or negative 
The scientific Method
· Systematic set of procedures designed to gather accurate and relevant facts 
· Steps:
· Select and formulate a research question
· Review relevant literature
· Select an appropriate research design 
· Collect data
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Analyze the data, draw conclusions, report findings for assessment

Qualities of mind/ skills 
· Stimulating curiosity
· Curiosity is an active interest in others concerns
· Requires training… 
· 1. Cultivating oneself
· Watch the news, read books, go to the movies, visit museums…
· 2. Travelling stimulates curiosity 
· Learn more about others and also about yourself
· Stimulates sociological imagination 
· More aware of social surroundings
· Whenever you come across people whose habits/customs differ from yours, don’t be quick to pass judgement but be curious about them, you may find something to learn 
· 3. Social marginality
· Stepping back from familiar routines
· More aware of social patterns when you come across people who differ
· Sometimes you feel like an  outsider (for some people its parts is part of normal life)
· More keenly aware of your surroundings 
· Embrace sociological outlook 
· Being a part of an outside group shows you social patterns others take for granted 
· 4. Social change and social crisis
· Is the only one that can’t be controlled 
· Throw everyone off balance so it challenges things we take for granted
· Stimulates sociological vision
· Challenges common assumptions
· C. Wright Mills shows this concept with the great depression
· Critical outlook 
· Doesn’t mean you need to demolish the thing you are criticizing
· Criticize; means to sort things out, examining the different features, putting them into perspective
· To cultivate doubt, to put things into question, question assumptions 
· Be critical about the things you believe not what others believe 
· Example:
· CIDA; government agency, supporting sustainable development and providing assistance in poor countries
· CIDA wanted to bring running water to a village where there was none 
· It was women’s work not men’s
· Wanted to help the women
· However the women kept walking to the river to get water even after the water was installed
· They thought that these women resisted western progress and technology
· The women did not have access to the street, the only time they could go out was to get water
· CIDA had not examined the different properties of the village
Manifest vs. Latent Functions
	Manifest functions are those that are recognized and intended. These are functions that the institutions are expected to fulfill. Latent functions are those that are unrecognized and unintended. These are hidden functions that aren’t intended by the institutions. An example of this is the educational system. The manifest function for schools is to educate the students. The latent function, however, is to provide a child care services for the children allowing their parents to work.  This keeps children off the streets and allows society to function. 









