Lecture 1: Jan. 9. 13
The Sociological Imagination: what is it and why does it matter?

What is Sociology?
· Systematic study
· A binding tradition, ongoing activity, every moving field, always evolving
· There are different definitions 
· Latin word socius (social, being with others) Greek work logos (word, reason, science)
· Scientific study of society (origin of the word means nothing)
What do sociologists do?
· They notice social patterns
· Things happen differently based on the social categories in which you fall in 
· Ex: women pay more for haircuts than men
· Kurt Johnson who got pulled over (black man)
· Investigate and challenge commonly held assumptions
· Beliefs that people hold
· Ex: male nurses vs. female nurses
· How male nurses fight against the perception of the public and how this affects their behaviour 
· Patterns of social behaviours, how assumptions are fed and maintained, how people try to undo these assumptions 
· The media has an impact (Meet the Fockers)
· Public culture 
· Look at the common patterns of male nurses, how these patterns are maintained (through the media) and how it impacts society
· Helps us better understand the world we live and the people around us
· Why study sociology?
· Introduces us to a distinctive point of view
Sociological imagination (C. Wright Mills)
· The ability to see the relationship between personal experiences and the larger society
· Capacity to shift from one perspective to another and see the relationship between them
· Political to sociological 
· We have to be aware of our location in society
· How society works in term of our personal life
· Helps to distinguish between personal troubles and public issues and how they relate
· Ex: coffee
· We need to think globally and how we are all connected
· Larger social trends between personal troubles
Coffee: a purely private matter?
· Implies a cultural setting
· Socially significant
· Socially accepted
· Socially available
· Implied an extensive social division of labour and a complex social organization 
· Implies the world history, economics, and politics of coffee…
A word of caution
· Social patterns guide our thoughts
· Social patterns shape behavior 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Peter Berger’s introduction to his Invitation to Sociology (pg. 2-3 of textbook)
		
