Sociology of the Family 

Sociology of Knowledge of Family 
· Concepts are a combination of ideas and words. They are clusters of cases that allow the distinguishing two things from each other. 

· We can keep a concept narrow or we can expand it to include many things (i.e. Culture, class, race, gender, mass media, the body, technology, religion, and education) 

· Concepts are the results of the question: What is x? like what is a family?

· Not all definitions are equal ( issues of power

· Typologies are classification schemes that allow is to distinguish between several types of something, like concepts 

· Typologies can be two type-typologies, like binaries or they can be more complex typologies which include three types or more (i.e. social movements, organizations, democracies, or like the family today) 

· Typologies are the result of the question: what are the different types of x? Like what are the different types of families? 

Mapping out the Family 

· Families as relationships in which people live together with commitment, form an economic unit and care for any young and consider their identity to be significantly attached to the group

Contemporary Families are responsible for: 

· Regulating sexual activity 

· Socializing children 

· Providing affection and companionship to family members 

Two Types of Families: 
· Family of Orientation – is the family into which a person is born and in which early socialization usually takes place 

· Family of Procreation – is the family that a person forms by having or adopting children

Decline of Traditional Nuclear Family 

· Concern expressed by some about decline of nuclear family, which is one or two parents and their dependent children, all of which live apart from other relatives 
· Traditional Nuclear Family – family in which wife works without pay in the home, while husband works outside home for money (making him primary provider) 

· Has been decrease in traditional nuclear families since 1940s and increasing prevalence of new family forms

Marriage and Cohabitation 

· Marriage is a legally recognized and/or socially approved arrangement between two or more individuals that carries certain rights and obligations and usually involves sexual activity (monogamy only legally sanctioned form in Canada) 

· Cohabitation refers to a couples living together without being legally married (common-law) Grown from 5.6% of families in 1981 to 15.5% in 2005

· Also varies by province, 33% of Quebec families are common-law   

Power and Families: Love and Mate Selection 

· Is mistaken assumption that love has been historical basis of marriage 

· Historically, marriage arranged by third parties who wished to maximize family’s prestige, economic benefits and political advantages 

· Love as important factor in choice of marriage partner first gained currency in 18th century England with rise of liberalism and individualism 

· Today’s close connection between love and marriage emerged in early 20th century with rise of self-gratification promoted by Hollywood and advertising 

Marital Satisfaction

· Marital stability rooted more today in marital satisfaction than in usefulness of marriage

· Increase in importance of marital satisfaction connected to autonomy of women (now freer to leave unhappy marriages). Which has increased because of: 

· Legalization of birth control measures 

· Increased presence in paid labour force 

Social Roots of Marital Satisfaction 

· Are five sets of social forces underlying marital satisfaction: 

· Economic Factors ( Poverty and attendant financial stresses reduce marital satisfaction 

· Divorce laws ( When people are free to end unhappy marriages and remarry; average level of happiness increases among married people

· Family Life Cycle ( Presence of children and attendant emotional and financial strain reduce marital satisfaction 
· Housework and childcare ( In equitable distribution of domestic responsibilities reduces marital satisfaction 

· Sex ( Sexually compatible partners increase marital satisfaction 

· Low marital satisfaction more likely to lead to divorce 

Social Construction of S-E-X 

· Sex is not something innate, something we instinctively know; it is something we learn about as we grow into adulthood – has a strong cultural context – sex is fundamentally a social enterprise 

· What is ‘normal’; when, with whom, how long, under what conditions, and to what purpose are leaned from various agents of socialization 

Social Movement and Divorce 

· Prior to 1968: Only grounds for divorce was adultery 

· Divorce Act of 1968: Expanded grounds for divorce if: 

1. Spouses had lived apart for one year 

2. One spouse had committed act of adultery 

3. One spouse had treated the other with mental or physical cruelty 

· Today: No grounds needed to obtain divorce 

· Impact: Approximately 38% or marriages can now be expected to end in divorce (based on 2003 divorce rates) 

Social Movement and Reproductive Choice and Abortion 

· 1892: Abortion declared criminal offence 

· 1962: Criminal Code amendment allowed for “therapeutic abortions”

· 1988: Abortion law struck down on grounds it violated women’s rights to control her reproductive life. 

· 1989: Supreme Court of Canada ruled that fetus not a person in law and that father of fetus has no legal rights to veto over women’s decision about fetus she is carrying  

· 1993: Supreme Court of Canada struck down legislation that banned abortion clinics 

· By 1995: Abotrion clinics outside hospitals operated in all Canadian provinces except Prince Edward Island and Saskatchewan 

· Attitudes about abortion vary by age and are influenced by circumstances that lead to abortion 

· Canadians remain divided on abortion issues 

· Since 1970’s, has been clash between right-to-life and pro-choice activists, with both groups seeking public support 

· Is concern that is abortion criminalized, poor women and their unwanted children would suffer most 

Housework, Child Care, and Senior Care 

· Housework, Child Care, and Senior Care is the one domain that remains largely resistant to change 

· Even women who work fulltime usually experience ‘second shift’ of house work, child care, and senior care

· While men take more active role than before, has been only modest change 

· Tasks that men perform typically are low-stress and can often wait a day or even a week 
· Women generally do repetitive, higher stress chores that cannot wait 

Gender Gap in Housework, Child Care, and Senior Care 
· Are two main factors that shrink gender gap: 

· Difference between husband’s and wife’s earnings 

· Smaller the difference, the more equitable the division of household labour

· Attitude 

· The more the husband and wife agree there should be equality in household division of labour, the more equality there is 

· Factor affecting agreement ( post secondary education 

Family Diversity: Sexual orientation 

· Of the little research done in this area, findings indicate:

· Children raised in homosexual families are equally likely to be well adjusted and display little difference in sexual orientation than children in heterosexual families 
· Partners of lesbian mothers spend more time caring for children than husbands of heterosexual mothers 

· Homosexual couples tend to be more egalitarian than heterosexual couples 

· Overall, are no apparent consequences for children, and may be some benefits for all family members 

Family Diversity: Lone-Parent Families and Poverty 

· Single-Mother Families 

· Solo parenting usually product of marital dissolution (separation or divorce), after which child custody typically granted to mothers who experience poverty rate four times higher than other Canadians

· Children adversely affected by low levels of social support, family dysfunction, and parental depression characteristic of low-income households 

· Child poverty also related to school failure, negative involvement with parents, stunted growth, reduced cognitive abilities, limited emotional development, and high likelihood of dropping out of school 

