CLCV 1003 – Terms 1 – Class of Friday, September 14

Romulus: One of the founding members in the original legend of Rome’s founding. Brother of Remus, he became the sole founding member of Rome when he killed his brother during a dispute. This version of the account dates back to 753 BC.
Remuls: One of the founding brothers in the original legend of Rome. He is the non-surviving sibling of the two; he got killed during a dispute with his brother Romulus.
Numitor: Grandfather of Romulus and Remus, father of Rhea Silvia, brother of Amulius, king of Alba Longa. He was killed by brother Amulius over the throne in the traditional legend.
Rhea Silvia: She was the Mother of Romulus and Remus, she bore them with Mars. She was made a nun by Amulius, when her father was de-throned.
Amulius: Amulius is Numitor’s younger brother. He killed and dethroned Numitor. He ruled Alba Longa briefly, but was dethroned by Romulus and Remus.
Aeneas: Trojan hero of the Aenid. He is the founding father of Rome in the newer version of the legend. In this version he is also Romulus and Remus’ ancestor. (1184)
Ascanius: Son of Aeneas. He along with his father founded Rome in the second version of the legend. He along with his father is the ancestor of legendary Romulus and Remus in this version of the legend.
Magna Graecia: The Greek colonies in southern Italy. The Helenic culture from this parts of the world had a lasting impression on roman culture. 
Etruscans: The Etruscans were a civilization, which also had a great influence in roman culture until their assimilation into Rome. The Etruscans were not Indo-European in descent.
Patricians: A type of social class within roman civilization. The Patricians were higherborn, aristocrats. They were a elite group of families. 
plebeians (plebs): the plebs were a lower class, of free land-owning romans. They did not belong to the aristocratic families.
SPQR (Senatus Populusque Romanus): Senate & Roman People
Senate. The sum total of romans was divided into two groups: the senate and everybody else.
dictator
 : The dictator was elected during time of crisis. They were elected by the elders or the council within the senate. The dictator were elected to lead the roman people in times of crisis, however they served a term and stepped down.
tribe
: The early division of Rome  was originally divided into 3 tribes of geographic/ethnic origin. However later on 35 more artificial tribes were added based mainly on geography.
Curia: These were the basis of curiate assembly. Tribes were divided into these curia 10/ tribe.
Curiate Assembly: this assembly represented the civilian perspective in roman civilization. They were composed of both plebes and patricians. 
Century
: the centuries or groups of 100 men were grouping delineated according to wealth. They were men of age grouped based on property they owned. There were 193 centuries in total.
Centuriate Assembly: The centuriate assembly was in charge of representing the military perspective. It was comprised of both plebes and patricians. They elected censors, consuls, praetors, urban aediles.

Censor:  they were in charge of running the census and properties. There were 2 elected for a period of 18 months. They were elected by the centuriate assembly.

Consul: consuls were like prime ministers. There were two of them at a time and they each led during time of war. The minimum age for a consul was 45 and they were elected annually. They were also elected by the centuriate assembly. 

Praetor: they were the legal officials / lawyers. There were eventually 6 of them at a time. They were apprentice of sorts to the consuls. Also elected by the centuriate assembly

Urban Aedile: the urban aediles were in charge of state religion, temples and festivals. They also had the power to enforce public order. This was an optional step in the ladder of honour. 
Tribal Assembly/Council of the Plebs: this was a newer addition to the roman system of government. They were exclusively plebeians in order to balance out with the senate. Tribal assembly was based on 35 artificial tribes based on geography. It is possible that the council of plebes was a subdivision of the tribal assembly. Second possibility is that the council of plebes morphed into the tribal assembly in 287.

Rural Aedile: rural counterpart of the urban aedile.

Tribune:  the tribune was a spokesperson that represented the plebes. They were elected by the tribal assembly. They were sacrosanct and they had the ability to propose legislature before the council of the plebes. There were 10 at a time. This was also an optional step in the ladder of honor.

Quaestor:  the quaestors were the financiers. They were the tax collectors and the treasury officilas. They were elected by the council of the plebes  and there were 20 at a time.
Curusus Honorum
: 

[censor]


consul


praetor


[aedile]


[tribune]


quaestor

Tarentum

Pyrrhus of Epirus

The First Punic/Carthaginian Wars

Hamilcar Barca

Gaius Lutatius Catulus

� Note that there were no terms for the first class of the term on September 7.


� The dictatorship was a legitimate political office under the Roman Republican Constitution.


� Note that there were originally three tribes, likely ethnic.  The organization of the Tribal Assembly was, however, on the basis of later geographic tribes, eventually thirty-five in number (4 urban and 31 rural).


� The century was originally a military division.  The centuries that comprised the Centuriate Assembly were, however, citizen groupings delineated according to wealth.


� The ranking that follows is from highest (censor) to lowest (quaestor).  Those in brackets are not required steps in the Cursus, but holding one or more of them would doubtless have given special prominence to a would-be politician’s career.  Note that Kamm calls the Cursus Honorum the “ladder of honour” (14) or the “course (race) of honours” (221) instead of my term, the “ladder of offices”.  That Latin had the same word, honor, for both ‘political office’ and ‘honour’ is revealing, don’t you think? 





