
SOC 1101 Midterm 1 Review

Sociology is the systematic study of society and the way we shape and interact with one another.

Sociologists notice social patterns, investigate and challenge commonly held assumptions. 

Sociology gives us a better understanding of ourselves and our social world. 

The sociological imagination is the ability to see the relationship between personal experiences and the larger society:

The promise: 

The idea that the individual can understand his his own experience and gauge his own fate by locating himself within his period, that he can know his own chances in life only by becoming aware of those of all individuals in his circumstances. We do not know the limitations of man’s capacities. 

The sociological imagination helps us distinguish between personal troubles (private problems) and social issues (aka public. matters beyond individuals control). The sociological imagination helps us place seemingly personal troubles such as contemplating suicide or losing your job into a larger social context, where we can distinguish whether and how personal troubles can be related to public issues. 

Suicide as a personal trouble:

If a person commits suicide, many consider it a personal problem. 

Suicide as a public issue:

Societal problem. Emile Durkheim related suicide to the issue of cohesiveness in society instead of viewing it as an isolated act that could only be understood by the one doing it. 

A society is a large social grouping that shares the same geographical territory and is subject to the same political authority and dominant cultural expectations. 

Global interdependence is a relationship in which the lives of all people are intertwined closely and any one nation’s problems are a part of a larger global problem. 

All sociologists attempt to discover patterns or commonalities in human behaviour. 

Individual people commit the acts and other individuals suffer because of these actions. 

The worlds developed or high income countries are countries with highly industrialized economies. They have a higher standard of living and lower death rate. 

Middle income countries are nations with industrializing economies, particularly in urban areas, and moderate levels of national and personal income. 

Low income countries have little industrialization and low levels of national and personal income. 

Race is a term that specifies groups of people distinguished by physical characteristics such as colour. Ethnicity is cultural heritage. Class is the relative location of a person’s group within larger society. 

The idea of studying the systemic manner did not happen until the 19th century after the industrialization (from agriculture and handmade products to manufacturing and related industries) and urbanization (population moving from rural areas to cities), producers became consumers. People had to pay rent because they were no longer exchanging it for their services. This brought forth inadequate housing, crowding, unsanitary conditions, poverty, pollution and crime. 

Emergence of new social problems:

Anonymity, isolation, inadequate housing, crowded cities, unsanitary and unhealthy work and living conditions, homelessness, high rates of poverty, pollution, criminal behavior, etc. 

Popular discontent among the working class:

strikes, protest, social uprising, angry mobs clashing with the police or the army, etc. 
Philosophers and Social thinkers:

Confucius, Plato, Aristotle, Ibn Khaldun, Shakespeare, Montesquieu 

Most of these imagined the ideal society, yet they were not sociologists. They weren't trying to describe society in a systematic way.

Famous novels from the 19th century:

Victor Hugo’s Les Miserables

Emile Zola’s Germinal

Charles Dicken’s Oliver Twist

Herman Melville’s novels 

Political/Democratic Revolutions

Changes in political thought:

society as the product of individual self interest

new political climate: individual freedom and rights

The French Revolution:

introduction of a new principle into history by demanding political action to redress mass poverty

liberty, equality, and fraternity 

Auguste Comte (1798-1857)

coined the word sociology, but preferred the term social physics

sought to do a science of society. 

“founder of sociology”

His theory that societies contain social statistics (forces for social order and stability) and social dynamics (forces for conflict and change). 

Harriet Martineau

She translated and condensed Comte’s work. Studied the social customs of Britain and the USA and analyzed consequences of industrialization, and capitalism. (religion, politics, child rearing, slavery, and immigration)

Herbert Spencer

Believed that society, like a biological organism, has various interdependent parts (such as the family, the economy, and the government) that work to ensure the stability and survival of the entire society. Societies go through struggle (for existence) and fitness (for survival). “survival of the fittest”, only the fittest members of society succeed. Flaws: societies are not the same as biological systems. 

Emile Durkheim 
Stressed that people are are the product of their social environment. He believed human potential is socially not biologically based. Founding figure of the functionalist theory. created the first rules of methods in sociology. brought sociology to the university. trained the first students in the discipline.

Durkheim believed that society is more than the sum of its parts:

has a unique character of its own; not reducible to the behaviour of any one individual 

Social facts:

patterned ways of acting, thinking, and feeling that exist outside any one individual but that exert social control over each person

Suicide as a social fact:

Social distribution of suicide and its rate among different groups and countries

· for any given country, the suicide rate is stable over time

· it also differed wildly among them..

· the suicide rate of Britain is 2x the rate in italy

· the suicide rate of Denmark is 4x the rate in Britain 

Social integration: 

categories of people with strong social ties had low suicide rates; more socially isolated or individualistic people had higher suicide rates

Karl Marx (1818-1883)

economist, philosopher, historian, social theorist, and political activist 

Stressed that history is a continuos clash between conflicting ideas and forces. He believed that conflict, especially class conflict, is necessary to produce social change and a better society. He believed the most important changes were economic. He concluded that the capitalist economic system was responsible for poverty in the Industrial Revolution. Class conflict- struggle between the capitalist and working class. the conflict between the bourgeoisie (capitalist class) and the proletariat (working class).   Alienation- feeling of powerlessness. 
concerned about oppression, exploitation and alienation 

politicians were scared of him, he was kicked out of Germany, france, england etc. 

Economic determinism:

every aspect of social life is based on economic relationships

The key to human history:

the conflict between those who own the means of production and those who do not: class conflict

In the case of industrial societies:

the conflict between the bourgeoisie (capitalist class) and the proletariat (working class)

Socialism: 

the dictatorship of the proletariat over the bourgeoisie 

Communism:

a classless system in which the means of production are collectively owned and wealth and power are evenly distributed

Communism:

a classless system in which the means of production are collectively owned and wealth and power are evenly distributed

Max Weber 
He disagreed with Marx’s idea that economics is the central force in social change. He thought that economic systems were heavily influenced by other factors in society. He believed that sociology should be “value free”- research should be done in a scientific manner and should exclude personal opinions. He stressed they should employ ver stephen (understanding or insight). deeply concerned with the changes brought by the industrial revolution

meaningful social action:

· the motives that underlie human behaviour

· the ways in which people interpret and explain their own behaviour and that of others

· the way in which these actions and meanings affect the social order

Sociology was not unified at the beginning, nor is it unified today. It is a divided science.

Theory: A set of logically interrelated statements that attempts to describe, explain, and (occasionally) predict social events.

Social theorizing: the task of weaving isolated observations or facts into an understanding of human society and behaviour.

Perspective: an overall approach to or viewpoint on some subject. 

Functionalist Perspective:

Based on the assumption that society is a stable, orderly system. Characterized by societal consensus, whereby the majority of members share a common set of values, beliefs, and behavioral expectations. Society as a system made up of interrelated parts, each of which performs one or several important social functions or meets vital social needs. Parts/subsystems: social institutions: economy, family, education, religion, government, medicine, science, etc. Strains is society lead to a breakdown in these traditional institutions. Talcott Parsons stressed that all societies must make provisions for meeting social needs in order to survive, he suggested the division of labour between husband and wife. Husband-instrumental tasks (decision making responsibilities). Wife-expressive tasks (housework). It was later refined by Robert Merton who distinguished between Manifest functions: (recognized and intended consequences of any social pattern) and Latent functions: (consequences that are largely unrecognized and unintended.) He noted that not all features of a social system will be functional at all times. Dysfunctions: undesirable consequences of any social pattern for the operation of society.

Functionalist Perspective: Brief critical evaluation

· How can we assume that society has a “natural” order when social patterns differ from place to place and change over time?

· By emphasizing social integration, tends to gloss over inequality based on social class, race, ethnicity, and gender- divisions that may generate considerable tension and conflict

Conflict Perspective:

Based on the four C’s: conflict, class, contestation and change. Conflict perspectives are groups in society that are engaged in continuous power struggle for control of scarce resources. Social class, race, ethnicity, gender, age, etc. are linked to unequal distribution of money, power, education, and social prestige; the social system typically benefits some people while depriving others. Marx and Weber contributed to this perspective by focusing on clashes between social groups. Today advocates of this perspective view social life as a continuous power struggle between social groups. Marx  focused on the exploitation and oppression of the workers by the capitalist class. Assumes that society either will or should be changed; commitment to fight against social inequalities
Conflict Perspective: Brief critical evaluation
· By highlighting inequality and division, glosses over how shared values or interdependence generates unity among members of a society

· By pursuing political goals, relinquishes any claim to scientific objectivity

· Functionalist and conflict perspectives envision society in very broad and abstract terms: large-scale social structures and social systems

Feminist Perspective:

Primary criticism was that sociology did not acknowledge the experiences of women. The study of sociology was written by men and only included the study of men. Focuses on the significance of gender in understanding and explaining inequalities between men and women in all areas of social life. Dorothy Smith argues that sociological methods, concepts and analyses were products of the “male social universe.” Feminist perspectives focus on the significance of gender in understanding and explaining inequalities that exist between men and women. Feminists argue that women’s subordination can end only after the patriarchal system is replaced. 

Dorothy Smith (1926-)
Is sociological knowledge gender neutral?

· Polygamy- a man having more then one partner/wife. 

· Polygyny- many wives sharing the same husband (feminist reversal of the male concept of polygamy)

· Bias- attribution to agency (to husband or wives?); relies on the gender of the observer..

Feminist Perspective: Brief critical evaluation

· woman centered

· explicitly ideological 

Symbolic Interactionist Perspective:

Focuses on macro level analysis (examines whole societies, large scale social structures, and social systems). By focusing on day to day and face to face interactions, ignores the larger social institutions in which behaviour takes place. According to symbolic interactionist perspectives society is the sum of interactions of individuals and groups. Interaction- immediate, communication between two people. Symbol- something that meaningfully represents something else. Symbolic interaction occurs when people communicate through symbol (flowers etc.)

Symbolic Interactionist Perspective: Brief critical evaluation
· By focusing on day to day and face to face interactions, ignores the larger social institutions in which behaviour takes place

· Downplays the global aspects of culture, and the effects of socially imposed definitions of race, ethnicity, gender, class, and age on people’s lives

Common Sense-

· The fact that a belief is widespread among the population doesn’t make it true

· Hard to refute

· Based on rudimentary reasoning

· Not universally accepted

False Obviousness- 

· Explanations that seem so obvious, that research is deemed unnecessary 

· Paul Lazarsfeld and R.K. Merton’s “The American Soldier” (1949)

· Lazarsfeld: Austrian born American sociologist (1901-1976). Created the Bureau for Applied Social Research 
· ex: “Soldiers from the southern US handles the hot climate of the pacific islands better than the soldiers from the northern US” 

Lesson to be drawn: 

· The only evident thing is that we have o be suspicious of self evident statements

Prejudice and Stereotypes

· Prejudice, from the latin prae (before, pre-) and judicium (judgement): a pre-judgement

· Anything can be used as a prejudice- age, race, gender etc. 

· Stereotypes- an over generalization about the appearance, behaviour, mindset, or other characteristics of members of particular groups: guys with long hair, natives, men, women, canadians, americans


