Chapter 3 Culture, Society and History

Culture is essentially the complete way of life shared by a people including both the material and non-material elements.  The non-material elements of culture include the cognitive, that is the knowledge and beliefs of a people; the symbolic which include verbal and non-verbal forms of communication; and the normative or values, beliefs, and behavioural expectations of people.

The material elements of a culture include all of a culture include all of a groups material artefacts and products created by its members. 

Socialization:  an ongoing process by which we learn the various cultural components and behavioural expectations of our social world.

Four primary characteristics if culture:
1. culture is learned rather than being the result of some biological inevitability.
2. Culture rooted in symbols – physical, vocal or gestural signs that have artbitrary, socially learned meanings to them.  It is symbols that are building blocks of culture.
3. Culture is a system that is shared by all members of a society.  It is the embodiment of a collective of individuals, past and present rather than the behavior of any one of them
4. The elements of culture are generally intergrated, in that the various components fit into a coherent whole, even though there may be contradictory or controlling elements within the whole.  

Society’s culture : a socially created package where we develop technologies, expand our means if communication with each other, construct social institutions, develop rules of behaviors, and create values and belief system that allow us to live together in groups



Ethnocentrism: tendency to see the world in terms of our own culture 
· exists in all societies

Is there a Canadian Culture?
· country started with varying cultural conditions of numerous indigenous ppl, plus 2 charter groups that originally came from Britain and France.
· No ‘melting pot’ in Canada as in the US
· Canadian culture like all culture must be viewed must be viewed as fluid and malleable

Toward a Dialetic Culture
· human create culture b/c the live together in social groups to survive
·   
· Karl Marx tried to explain how societies and cultures worked by focusing on what he called their mode of production.
· The term draws attention to the fact that the way humans get the things they need for survival- must be central to how they organize their societies and construct their cultures
· He emphasized a society’s economy, which is the organized, production, distribution and exchange of goods and services
· In turn a society’s economy is linked to three other interconnected factors: 
· In the process of acquiring and distributing their means of existence
· Humans must work with what nature provides (ecology)
· The characteristics of their own production (demography) to develop their tools and method of survival (technology)
· And since humans are social animals they must pursue their survival by entering into social relations with each other
Socioeconomic formation: society with a specific mode of production

· society’ s material infrastructure is the mode of production
· remind us that the basis of all social life is physical survival 

Foraging Societies: The First Socioeconomic Formation

· until around 10000, every human who had ever lived obtained heir food by foraging that is by hunting or gathering
· Foraging is a dominant mode of production continued in some societies right into 20th centrury
· Foraging ppl don’t provide food of their own, so they depend on nature
·  All obtained from gathering and hunting was immediately consumed, so no surplus produced
· Nomadic bands moved from place to place, drawing on the resources of one locale until they were depleted and then moving onto the next
· A band might return to its original point of settlement after the resources had replinshed themselves and start a new round of movement
· Most foraging lived on fruits, nuts, berries and roots
· Anthropologist Lee estimated that modern foraging societies obtain 65% of diet from gathering
· Gathering source of calorie intake, hunting was valued in activity
· So meat is a source of protein and a means of increasing the sociability of the population
· Also valuable b/c its scarce
·  Kinship was the central organizing feature of foraging ppl
· when it came time to marry, most groups practiced exogamy; this meant that marriage partners had to be sought outside the local band
· aside from the importance consequence of keeping the gene pool open, the practice of exogamy served the vital social purpose of maintaining kin links with neighboring bands
· this helped minimize tension between bands in possible competition for resources, allowed for movement of individuals between, and increased the likelihood of sharing and cooperation
· foraging ppl relied on simple but effective technology to obtain food and their dwellings
· Gender division of labor: assigning different tasks to men and women – varied from society to society, although big-game hunting was almost always a male activity, and women were more often collectors
· The different tasks assigned to men and women were not primarily linked to differences in strength
· Women gestate, bear, and suckle their young would likely have constituted a central organizing feature of foraging societies
· It makes sense that there would have been a survival advantage for women to perform tasks that were less risky and more compatible with pregnancy and lactation
· Whatever its functions, the gender division of labor did not seem to automatically lead to male dominance
· Women’s role in foraging societies – as the main economic providers, as likely investors of the earliest tools and other technological innovations and as the bearers of children – mean that status inequalities between men and women were not dramatic
· In foraging societies, men and women were essentially equal
· Incidence of warfare low according to anthropologist
· Decisions were consensus
· Anthropologist have noted that modesty and humility are essential behavior expectations in foraging societies
· 
What Foraging Societies tells us
· Human in this type of society do not display characteristics of completion, aggression, or dominance
· Nor warfare or structured inequality
· Women and mend working together in small cooperative units
· These societies emphasize reciprocity, and redistribution
· Reciprocity: each member of a society has duties and obligations to all others
· Redistribution: community transfers wealth to those who have less
· Also helps us understand that extreme inequalities of wealth and power have not been a part of most societies down through the ages
· Live in cooperative, egalitarian societies
Decline of Foraging and the Development of Farming

Neolithic Revolution: led to growth of agrarian societies;  shift to domesticated plants and animals as the major food source

· sea changes affected human patterns of life forever was probably the result of a number of factors
· include population pressures, decline in availability of wild foods, cumulative development of new technologies   
· climate changes led to the increasing availability of wild plants that could be domesticated
· once food producers increased in numbers; it is likely that they either displaced or killed hunter-gather populations
· 3 most important changes resulted from the cultivation of plants and the herding of animals 
· were the further growth of human populations
· the greater permanence of settlements
· possibility of a stable economic surplus., that is acquiring more than that was immediately consumed
· settling in one place and producing regular surpluses in turn allowed for increased specialization of tasks as more and more people no longer had to be food producers
· increased specialization led to new technological innovations, greater surplus, greater specialization 
· today seem obvious to us that farming means increased control over one’s environment, the possibility for producing surplus, and greater productivity of labour output, but the reality for early garden farmers was a life with more work and restrictions on their freedom
· plant cultivation was hard work
· farming divided into 2 forms: horticulture 
· garden farming which is labor intensive, utilizing only basic technology such as the digging stick or hoe and 
· the more advanced form of agriculture, in which the new technology of the plough is utilized
· Societies that survive through the heading of animals and do little or no farming are known as pastoral societies
· 
The Beginning of Structured Social Inequality
· Key to understanding structured social inequality lies in development of private property
· Personal possession – house
· Productive property – factory
· Means of production – all things that human use to produce what we need, including tools, natural resources, land on which production occurs, and buildings where production takes place
· Why need to distinguish two forms of property b/c only productive property gives one power
· You have control over others – can hire and gain control over the productive process, expand factory or shut it down and move it to another city or country
· Person possession do not give that kind of power
· Once inequity comes, they become self-perpetuating
· It may appear property relations are btw human and things but it is btw ppl
· Property relationship is btw owner and non-owner
· Social class: a group of ppl with a common relation to the means of production
· In societies where private appropriation of surplus occurs there are 2 major class: a relatively large  subordinate class that produces the surplus and a small appropriating class that through ownership or control the means of production and gets to keel all or part of the surplus
· To understand social inequality arose, need to examine the gradual transition of societies from egalitarian foraging societies to class based agrarian forms

Horticultural Studies

· Horticultural studies divided into 2 types: simple and advanced
· Advanced horticultural societies experience greater productivity as a result of the use of  a hoe and the practice of certain techniques including basic irrigation, fertilization and metallurgy
· As technologies advance, productivity increases, and this in turn leads to increased population size, greater surpluses, and increased societal divisions, both in occupational specialization and unequal allocation of power, privileges and prestige
· while foraging societies are egalitarian and no formal structural leadership, simple horticultural societies more often show evidence of formalized political leadership
· inequalities become even more pronounced in advanced horticultural societies and sometime see the appearance of monarchs
· we allowed social inequality to grow b/c societies that developed greater inequalities at that stage of production seemed to have an improved chance of survival
· early horticultural didn’t hold meeting to decide whether they should retain cooperative forms of productions or move in different direction; social inequality appeared on the scene b/c at the time it worked
· development of political structure with one or more ppl in control seems to have improved labor productivity and helped increase chance of survival, but also the gross inequalities of wealth and power
· in foraging society everybody worked except for young and old
· in agrarian society some ppl were excused
· ppl who were excused were ppl who had some connection with the supernatural or had special knowledge and skills related to production or warfare
· such individuals become leaders in their society and obtain surplus through forms of tribute and later via taxation
· warfare also become increasing common once a regular surplus is produced and connected to giveaway feasts
· with surplus, warfare becomes more feasible and more profitable
· defeating the enemy can mean acquisition of both materials goods and land
· warfare also means of controlling excessive population where population grows faster than the capacity to feed everyone
· in advanced, greater inequalities btw groups either by gender, geographical origin, occupational specialization are in evidence
· when farming advances, kinship group acquired great deal of land, which gave them power; and with this land came a need to have organized way t defend and protect it so due to that needed complex military and administrative structure development over time
· these are financed through, by some of surplus taken from the subordinate groups commonly via taxation
· institution that carries such activities is known as the state and advanced horticultural show the beginning of state structures


Agrarian Societies

· agrarian system represent qualitative change from what preceded them
· kinship take a secondary role to other social alliances and networks that often span whole societies or even empires
· division in this societies increase not only in gender, ethnic, geographic lines but also in occupational differences as well
· with the disappearance of redistributive ethics, separation btw who control and who don’t become sharper and extreme
	
Slavery in Agrarian Society
· slavery is the direct way to appropriate the surplus produced by someone else
· slave in antiquity were almost always obtained by conquest 
· highly unstable form of surplus extraction
· development of social class lead to class conflict or class struggle
· this struggle occurs because the interests of the owning and producing classes are in direct opposition to each other, since the greater the amount of surplus that goes to one class, the less the amount that goes to the other
· this struggle is due to structure not personal, nature

Power and Structure Inequality

· structural social inequality not only mean unequal distribution of resources but also consent unequal distribution of power
· increased complexity of division of labor and the growth of state leads to increased hierarchies of power and status
· [bookmark: _GoBack]
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