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The Great war for Empire in NA
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The Great War for Empire in North America
 Imperial Rivalries

GB and France

 Seven Years War/French and Indian War  Great War for Empire

 Consequences

GB emerges as dominant force in North America  But heavily in debt

 Colonists emerge as winners, more cohesion between colonies
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Changing Circumstances bring Changing Perspectives British View of Colonies

Colonists View of Britain
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* Spikes in expenditures relate to the wars
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Imperial Reform (or Repression?)
 From ... “Salutary Neglect”

 Mercantilist Regulation (Navigation Acts) 

1  But, Lax Enforcement 
 Political Autonomy 

 Representative Assemblies develop in all the colonies 

2  To ... Centralized Imperial Administration 
1  Regulation, Taxation, and Military Power 
2  National Debt, Cost of War 
3  Policing the Empire, Keeping the Peace 
· British changing towards Imperial control
· mercantilist agenda to benefit Britain
· Various things need to be taxed
Changing Circumstances Changing Perspectives
 British view of colonies

1  Much larger and more expensive   More taxation and more control 
 Colonists view of Britain

2  Time for less control not more      Time for more autonomy not less 
British and Colonial Perspectives

 New Challenges

 Subjects ( British point of view the colonists are subjects)

 Obligations

 Colonies as Means to British ends

 ‘Mother Country’


- Parent-Child Analogy

 Go to your room!

 New Confidence

 Citizens 

 Rights

 Colonies as Ends in themselves

 Don’t children grow up?

 Make me! I hate you! And so on ...

Developing Colonial Worldview

 Influences

1  American Experience 
2  European Ideas 
 John Locke, European Enlightenment 



 The Individual 



 Rights



 Government as Protector of Rights (not there to control you)

 Real Whigs, etc.


 Suspicion of Government 



 Defender or Destroyer of Rights (the power to defend gives the 

government power to destroy)



 Vigilance against Corruption and Tyranny

Major British Postwar Policies
 Proclamation Line (1763) Peace on the frontier

- runs down appalachians - European settlers don’t move over the line,  Natives have their land

 Currency and Sugar Acts (1764)

Stabilize commerce and meet the costs of empire

 Stamp Act (1765)

Pay for the empire – a direct tax

Simply there to raise money

- Sons of Liberty formed - opposition - riots, intimidating tax collectors

Colonial Responses
 Protests, Boycotts, Communication (writings, committees, etc.)

 NB – Reluctant Revolutionists

Colonists could agree on disliking GB policies

without agreeing that independence was the answer

 Freedom: “Rights of Englishmen” “Rights of Man” 
Particular to Universal

 Not a clear-cut or consistent progression 

 Often claiming combination of both

The Crisis Escalates
 Boston “Massacre” (1872)

 Tea Act, followed by Tea Party (1773)

 Coercive Acts, Quebec Act (1774)

 First Continental Congress (1774)

 Lexington and Concord (1775) - high casualties, point of escalation

 Second Congress creates Continental Army (1775) - G. Washington in control, suspicion of standing army not just militia

 Paine’s “Common Sense” - all building arguments to a logical conclusion, we’ve tried arguing for more rights, we need a republican form of government without a king.

 Declaration of Independence (1776)

Declaring Rights
WE HOLD THESE TRUTHS TO BE SELF-EVIDENT, THAT ALL MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL, THAT THEY ARE ENDOWED BY THEIR CREATOR WITH CERTAIN INALIENABLE RIGHTS, THAT AMONG THESE ARE LIFE, LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS. THAT TO SECURE THESE RIGHTS, GOVERNMENTS ARE INSTITUTED AMONG MEN, DERIVING THEIR JUST POWERS FROM THE CONSENT OF THE GOVERNED. THAT WHENEVER ANY FORM OF GOVERNMENT BECOMES DESTRUCTIVE OF THESE ENDS, IT IS THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE TO ALTER OR ABOLISH IT, AND TO INSTITUTE A NEW GOVERNMENT, LAYING ITS FOUNDATION ON SUCH PRINCIPLES, AND ORGANIZING ITS POWERS IN SUCH FORM, AS TO THEM SHALL SEEM MOST LIKELY TO EFFECT THEIR SAFETY AND HAPPINESS

Independence and War
 “The times that try men’s souls” - early Patriot setbacks

 Articles of Confederation(1777)  Franco-American Alliance (1778)  War in the South

 Surrender at Yorktown (1781)

 Loyalist emigration

 Treaty of Paris (1783)

The Confederation Period

 Limited Powers of the National Congress

Unicameral legislature (one state, one vote)

Power to conduct foreign relations, settle disputes between states, control maritime affairs, and regulate Indian trade

No effective taxing power, no power to enforce a uniform commercial policy, no independent income, no power to compel the states to accept its rulings

States retained their "sovereignty, freedom and independence“ in "a firm league of friendship."

 Anti-Federalists: That’s the point – state sovereignty  Federalists: limits = national weakness

 At home – financial troubles, social unrest

 Abroad – financial troubles, lack of influence, power

From Confederation to Union
 Philadelphia convention to “revise” the Articles

 How strong should a federal government be? What

powers?

 In relation to states

 New Jersey Plan v. Virginia Plan

 In relation to citizens (Bill of Rights later)

 The Constitution

 The Ratification Process

 Federalists and Anti-Federalists  “We the people ...

The Constitutional Convention
1   12 sent representatives (no RI) - 55 in all 
2   mostly men of substance 
3   merchants, planters, generals 
4   21 practicing lawyers – another 13 educated in the law 
5   19 slaveholders 
6   relatively young - average age 44 
7   Benjamin Franklin – now 81 – the elder statesman among the group 
8   only 6 had signed the D of I (slight different group
9   many had political experience and many had served in the revolution 
10   George Washington chosen to preside 
New Jersey Plan v. Virginia Plan

 Smaller States

 Unicameral

 One State – One Vote

 Would appoint an Executive Committee


- Which would select judiciary


- Amendment of the Articles

 Larger States

 Bicameral

 Population basis for representation

 Lower house popularly elected


- Legislature appoints Exec. and Judiciary


- Veto power over state laws (State law unconstitutional?)

Constitutional Compromise (Nobody got everything they wanted)
 House of Representatives – population-based, popularly-elected, two-year terms

The right to initiate all revenue bills (no taxation without representation)

 Senate – equal representation for states

 Senators chosen by the state legislatures (indirect

election)

 Six-year terms – more insulated from public opinion

 - Legislation to be approved by both houses

The Executive Branch
 The Executive Branch: powerful but not too powerful 

 President elected for four-year term

· By Electoral College
 Veto Power over legislation

1  But can be over-ridden by 2/3 majority 
 Congress given impeachment power 

 Balance: Congress Declares War, President Commander-in- Chief 

 President appoints federal judges, ambassadors, etc., but only with “advice and consent” of Congress 

October 10th

Preamble to the Constitution

We, the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect Union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.

Constitution as Compromise

The Constitution

· Issues of “representation” -- two examples
·  Electoral college (group of people selected at this time by state-level governments) - number of electors matches that state’s representation
· Slavery in the constitution
*Slavery dividing
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From Article 1, Section 2:

Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be included within this Union, according to their respective numbers, which shall be determined by adding the whole number of free persons, including those bound to service for a term of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other persons.

Slavery in the Constitution 

From Article 1, Section 9: 

The migration or importation of such persons as any of the states now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the year 1808, but a tax or duty may be imposed on such importations, not exceeding 10 dollars for each person.

· an issue of representation, small states, big states
· Non-slave states did want them counted for matters of political representation
· 60% of slave population counted towards population for representation
· transatlantic slave trade is still going strong,
· migration implications
Article 4, Section 2:

·  Privileges of Citizens of each State. Fugitives from Justice to be delivered up. Persons held to service having escaped, to be delivered up.
· No person held to service or labour in one state, under the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service or labour, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom such service or labour may be due.
Ratification Debates

· Ratifying the Constitution
·  Federalists (Madison, Hamilton) 
· The Federalist Papers 
· Antifederalists (Patrick Henry, Richard Henry Lee) 
· Letters of a Federal Farmer
Two main concerns for the sceptics and the opponents (some totally against)
· Federal government’s relation to the states (govt there to protect liberties, could destroy them with too much control)
· Uncontrolled Power
Fear of ‘Faction’ (fear of interest groups pushing there own interests ahead of the good of the nation)

· Federal government’s relation to the individual citizen 
· Bill of Rights 
Politics in the Early Republic

 Envisioning the Union  Jefferson and Hamilton 

 Politics in Practice 

 Early Elections 

 Factions and Parties

 The Federalists

 The Democratic Republicans 

Competing Visions of the New Nation

· Hamilton 






- Jefferson
- National Power                                                                     - State Sovereignty

· Commerce                                                                            - Agriculture
· Bind Commercial Interests to                                              - Limited government with
strong national government                                                     little power over states or people

· Pro-British                                                                            - Pro-French
· Empire of Commerce
Hamilton as Secretary of the Treasury

Goals

- restoration of national credit (dealing with existing debt)

- Bind together business and government

Report on Public Credit

Funding and Assumption – Debt is Good

Report on the National Bank

Constitutional interpretation

- strict construction (Madison & Jefferson)

- broad construction (Hamilton)

- Bank of the US opened in Philadelphia in 1791

Report on Manufactures

· Industrialization
· protective tariffs, subsidies, incentives
· “Empire for Liberty”
The First Party System

 Federalists





  Democratic Republicans

- Hamilton, Adams 





- Jefferson, Madison

·  Pro-British 






- Pro-French
- 1796: Adams defeats Jefferson

· 1800: Jefferson defeats Adams
· Peaceful transfer of political power 
Jefferson in Office

· Reducing the size of government
· Taxes, Debt, Military
· he reduced debt, cut back on military
· Louisiana Purchase
· Single most important thing Jefferson did
· $15 million, a bargain, but was it Constitutional (nothing there about buying large amounts of land)
· Jefferson argument: “Anyone who controls the Mississippi is our enemy”
· Vision of America “ More land, more land owners, more agriculture) 
· Napoleon agrees to purchase as he has other territories to worry about
October 17th

Problems in Trade and Foreign Affairs
 Continuing Weakness in the Face of Wider Events

 Drawn into European conflicts in 1790s and 1800s  failure of ‘neutrality’

 Jay Treaty

1  Failure of Embargo Act of 1807 
 Conflicts and Treaties with Native Nations 

 War of 1812 

· Both sets of causes play into the coming of war
· Growing animosity towards Britain, rights to neutrality and trade, Britatin continues to trade with Native tribes
Consequences of War
 Strengthened US in relation to European and Native nations

Native nations forced to cede large amounts of territories

 Creek Nation, for example  No further conflict with GB

 Surge in Nationalistic Feeling

Second War for American Independence - It solidified their position internationally

But ... also fueled internal divisions

· Federalists v. Republicans
· New England v. South and West
· Strong anti-war sentiment
· Daniel Webster (famous statesmen from New England)
“ “Quite too small a portion of public opinion was in favor of war to justify it originally. A much smaller portion is in favor of the mode in which it has been conducted ... Public opinion, strong and united, is not with you in your Canada project ... The acquisition of the country is not an object generally desired by the people ... You are you say, at war for maritime rights, and free trade. But they see you lock up your commerce and abandon the ocean. They see you invade an interior province of the enemy. They see you involve yourselves in a bloody war with native savages; and they ask you if you have, in truth, a maritime controversy with the Western Indians, and are really contending for sailors’ rights with he tribes of the Prophet”

· He’s saying what they really want is to take control of west and expand into Native territory
· Federalist leaders in New England, first consider succession, didn't follow through
Consequences: Expansion in Space and “Time”
 Opened the way to further westward expansion

The Paradox of America’s Westward Expansion  Unity and Division

 National and Sectional

 Creative and Destructive

 Opened the way to further, rapid, development in areas of agriculture, commerce, technology

 Westward Expansion and Economic Growth – A Symbiotic Relationship
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Statehood Process
 Local referendum followed by petition to Congress Proposed state government must be compatible

with the federal Constitution

 Joint resolution voted on by House and Senate

Simple majority required  Signed by the President

 Welcome to America!

Westward Expansion
 “The West” as Myth Defining America

 Lone pioneers and families

 Escaping ‘Civilization’ or spreading it?

 “Let us conquer space.” John C. Calhoun (leader in southern secession)

- build farms, cities, expand society

 “Nothing can promote the welfare of the United States, and particularly the southwestern frontier so much as bringing into market at an early day, the whole of this fertile country.”

Andrew Jackson

· The ‘right’ to expand
Expansionism
 Manifest Destiny

...”the fulfillment of our manifest destiny [is] to overspread the continent allotted by Providence for the free development of our yearly multiplying millions.”

John O'Sullivan, "Annexation," United States Magazine and Democratic Review 17, no.1 (July-August 1845).

“The Eagle of the United States—May she extend her wings from the Atlantic to the Pacific; and fixing her talons on the isthmus of Darien, stretch with her beak to the Northern Pole.”

“Overlapping Revolutions”
 Pursuit of Land to the West (Whether or not slavery should move west, pushing the nation ahead but also apart)

 Transportation Revolution

 Expanding agriculture

 Developing manufacturing

 Increasing commerce

 The Power and Reach of the Marketplace

Agriculture, Innovation, and Technology
 The Commercialization of Agriculture Subsistence Production for the Market

 Not new – plantation agriculture especially  But becoming much more common

 With significant consequences for the economy and society

 Technological Innovation Transportation

· Mechanization
· “Land Rich - Land Poor”
· Mechanical Reapers - John Deere - Steel Plough in 1837
Industry and Manufacturing
 From Artisan to Factory

Division of Labour Mass Production

 “Out Work” – different people do different jobs – at home  Shoes

 Textiles

 Factories and the consolidation of jobs under one roof

 The cotton mills of Lowell, MA

 The “disassembly” lines of “Porkopolis”

 Economies of Scale and Increased Worker Productivity

 NB – still very much an agriculture-driven economy  Serving the agricultural sector

 Adding value to cotton, grains, livestock, etc.

The Market Revolution
 What does that mean?

Economic change driving other change. How people make and spend their money?

· Market defines more relationships
· What you do or What you are? 
Work 

 Farmers and Planters producing for the market 

 Increase in Wage Labour 

 In cities – moving towards class system familiar to modern capitalist society

Markets, Modernity, and Tradition

The bourgeoisie cannot exist without constantly revolutionizing the instruments of production, and thereby the relations of production, and with them the whole relations of society. ... Constant revolutionizing of production, uninterrupted disturbance of all social conditions, everlasting uncertainty and agitation distinguish the bourgeois epoch from all earlier ones/

· Society operating on these premises is new. 
· change is the norm, in that world things that were true one day can change the next
· who rules who and how
Tocqueville’s America

· Prosperity and Restlessness
· people moving around all the time
· Abundance and Anxiety
· When there is prosperity it can lead to sadness or melancholy within society
· Equality and Liberty
· The Paradox of Equality
·  “The same equality that allows every citizen to conceive these lofty hopes renders all the citizens less able to realize them; it circumscribes their powers on every side, while it gives freer scope to their desires....This constant strife between the inclination springing from the equality of condition and the means it supplies to satisfy them harasses and wearies the mind.
New Ways of Doing Politics
- Freedom is bound upon the property you own

Broad Themes
 Democratization of Politics

 Property to Manhood as the basis for voting rights


 Women and free Black people excluded 

 Increasing Participation among eligible voters

 Development of recognizably modern party system


 Mass parties


 Party organization (get out the vote efforts, eg)


 Nominating Conventions




 Propaganda
Background to Second Party System

 ‘Era of Good Feelings’ (to 1824)
 Demise of the Federalists as a party
 No parties but still lots of differences
 Election of 1824
 Jackson plurality but no majority
 House of Representatives select Adams
 Jackson claims ”Corrupt Bargain” between Adams and Henry Clay
 Election of1828

 The Age of Jackson?

Jackson in Office
 Dismantling the “American System”


Against the Bank of the US


Against government support for “internal improvements”

· Increased the power of the presidency
· strengthened it over other branches of government
- First to claim that the president was the only one elected by all the people

· Record use of the veto power (Was a boss, did what he wanted, apart from Congress)
· Nullification crisis with SC
Second Party System
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New Ways of Living and Working

-

 Work

· Fewer men owning land or property 
Increase in Wage Labour – women and men 

 Urbanization 

· 1 in 5 in cities or towns by midcentury 
· Work and Home increasingly in separate neighbourhoods 
· Neighbourhoods divided by class and ethnicity 
 The Family 

“Haven in a Heartless World”

Religious Revivalism
 The Second Great Awakening 

 Evangelical emphasis 


 Predestination to Perfectionism



 Charles Grandison Finney: "Religion is the work of man, it is something for man to do.“ 

· Democratization of Religion 
· Individual Experience rather than Authority 
· Experience of Conversion - being born again 
· Camp Meetings
The Roots of Reform
 Middle-Class Values  Religious Faith

Both emphasize the Individual and the Family  Free Will, Personal Responsibility

Focus on social ills that undermined the family or the roles that men, women and children should ideally play in those families

 Alcohol and Saloons  Prostitution

The American Temperance Society
 Lyman Beecher - leading New England clergyman

SIX SERMONS ON THE NATURE, OCCASIONS, SIGNS, EVILS, AND REMEDY OF INTEMPERANCE - (1826)

There are evils BUT there are also remedies

 Alcohol addictive and so even moderate or

“social” drinking could be the road to ruin

 Leaders like Beecher appealed to a predominantly middle-class audience “to take the pledge”

 And encourage others to do so

Temperance
1   Political pressure 
1  some politicians stopped serving drink at campaign rallies 
2  US government stopped the liquor ration in 1832 
3  Lobbying for laws prohibiting alcohol mostly unsuccessful 
  Ethnic and class opposition

 One person’s social ills is another’s customs 

 German and Irish immigrants 

2  Per Capita consumption of pure alcohol 
1  1830 - 3.9 GALLONS PER ADULT 
2  1840 - 1.8 GALLONS PER ADULT 
Systemic Reform
 Penitentiaries

1  Rehabilitation as well as Punishment 
 The “Auburn System”  Solitary Confinement  Rigid Work Regimen  Silence! 

 “the silence within these vast walls . . . is that of death . . . There were a thousand living beings, and yet it was a vast desert solitude.” Tocqueville 

2  Asylums for the insane 
1  Dorothea Dix 
2  “Moral Reform” 
The Women’s Rights Movement
Extensive Involvement of Women in Religious and Reform Movements

Prison Reform, Asylum Movement

Encouraged more attention to Women’s Rights Property Rights

Voting Rights

1848 Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton
November 14 - 

The Impending Crisis - Civil War

1856: Bleeding Kansas

1857: Dred Scott v Sanford

1858: Lincoln nominated as Republican candidate for Senate:

· A house divided cannot stand.
· 1859: John Brown’s Raid on Harpers Ferry
-Events that are dividing the Nation

Southern Chivalry - 

Depth of issue, people only due respect to their equal -

Destroying or Nationalizing Slavery?

A battle of ideologies -

Proslavery View

· Events of past decades, the North is going to destroy their way of life (economic system)
· Wilmot Proviso - No territory taken from Mexico to be slave territory - failed, 
· John Brown’s Raid
· Election of Lincoln
Anti-Slavery View

- An attempt to make it a national institution

· Fugitive Slave Law
· Kansas-Nebraska
· Assault on Summer
Presidential Election of 1860

· Democratic Party Split Southern/Northern
· Republican Party - Abraham Lincoln “the moderate” - compromise candidate
Republican Platform

· Free soil - no expansion of slavery
· No interference of slavery where it is
· Internal Improvements
· Echoes of the Whigs
Lincoln in 1860

· Election sets of secession movement in the South
· Republican victory the final straw
· South Carolina secedes - Dec. 20
· 7 more follow - to
· Upper South
· Wait and see for the North to ‘overact’ in office
· Fort Sumter
· Federal Fort in Charleston - running out of supplies
· enemy to SC - Should the North resupply the fort?
· Lincoln does decide to resupply it
· First barrage of Civil War
CSA Advantages

· Martial Spirit,
· Agriculture
· mostly self-sufficient in food
· KIng Cotton
· world’s dominance, UK imports cotton
· Huge Terrain
· Limited War aims - Win by not losing
Early Months

· South loses quite a bit in their ability to get suppplies from outside
· blockade runners
· amazing that South survived so long in increasingly industrialized warfare
· Grant becomes a hero, crucial point, publicly driven war, tremondous public pressure to take the fight to the enemy, aggressive
Ulysses S. Grant

Impact on Society

· Widespread literacy = public knowledge of war
· level of losses increases determination on both sides
The Eastern Theatre

· McLellan leading a huge army - win victory with the least losses, 
Robert E. Lee

· He becomes antithesis of McLellan, -much more daring, symbolizes until Grant takes charge of Union army, Caution of the Union, Recklessness of the Confederacy
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