POLITIAL SCIENCE 2300
Chapter 1: An Introduction to Political Life

What is Politics?
· Arises from the fact of scarcity
· Ensures that conflicts will take place between rival
· Why politics comes about
· The activity by which rival claims are settled by public authorities
· Public vs. private realm
· Politics only exists in the public realm – till where the state’s authority extends
· Politics is about the exercise of power
· But what power relations count as political ones?
· Disagreements between different schools of thought
· Foucault (postmodernism), Marx, feminist movement  define politics in ways that would include the relations b/w bosses and workers, parents and children in family
· Politics is associated with a pervasive pattern of oppression
· Politics is fundamentally how inequalities are generated and reinforced through the power relations that exist between classes/gender groups at all levels of society
· Charles Merriam  there is governance everywhere
· Locke & Easton  limited defn of politics, what is distinctive about politics is the association of this activity with a system of settling disputes that is both public and binding on the whole community
· It matters how we define politics
· If not, we lose the ability to see the boundary that separates the public/private realms
· Boundary is necessary to protect our freedoms
· Political conflict = where this boundary is
· Power relations are everywhere BUT this doesn’t mean politics has no bounds
· Boundary indicates when state can use force to maintain social order

Power
· The ability to influence what happens 
· Results in compliance but three different ways this can happen:
· Coercion
· Results from the threat or use of force
· Influence
· The ability of A to convince B that a particular action is reasonable or otherwise in B’s best interests
· Authority
· The recognition on the part of the compliant party that the person or organization issuing a command has the right to do so and should be obeyed
· Politics involves all of these faces of power
· Democracy relies on the two non-coercive methods
· However, coercion is used as no democracy is without police, prisons

Open Society
· A society in which individuals are free to speak their minds, associate with whom they wish, and move freely about without having to notify and justify their movements to the public authorities
· Difficulty – security vs. freedom

State and Government
· State and government = two different things
· Leo Panitch says state has three main characteristic:
· Involves territorial boundaries
· Beyond which their legal authority is either nil or strictly limited
· Consists of a complex set of institutions that wield public authority
· Courts, and educational system
· Defined in terms of power
· Weber: its “monopoly of the legitimate use of physical force in the enforcement of its order”
· Four answers to whose behalf and in whose interests the state’s authority is exercised
· Pluralism
· Politics = competition b/w different interests, not a level playing field
· State responds to demands of those groups that are best organized, have superior financial resources, can credibly claim to speak on behalf of large # of voters, associate their interests with general interests of society
· Society-centered  emphasize the impact of groups in society on the state
· State-centered  emphasis on ability of public officials to their own interests, rather than merely responding to the demands of voters and interest groups
· Class analysis
· State in capitalist society = instrument through which small minorities who control most of a society’s wealth maintain their social and economic dominance
· Agree that demands of subordinate classes influence state decision-makers BUT this influence is limited
· Feminism
· View the state as an inherently patriarchal institution
· State-centered political system will always be patriarchal
· Postmodernism
· Views the state as an essentially oppressive and even repressive institution
· More eclectic in the forms of oppression that it associates with the state and public authority
· Could be oppressed on basis of gender, religion, etc.
· Believe that state nurtures some values while repressing the expression of others
· = New Left
· Old left wished to see revolution, overthrow of capitalist society
· New left is more pessimistic – revolution won’t solve of the problems
· Government
· Reserved for those who have been elected to power
· More personal than the state
· Elections are part of the state, which elects the government
· Legitimacy
· The rules and institutions that comprise the state, and which determine how governments are chosen, are accepted most people as being reasonable
· Based on consent of those who are governed
· Not conscious!
· Required for democracy, results in stability
· Not the same as government popularity
· Laws must be obeyed even if you don’t like the government
· Can be upheld by force as well
· When are citizens justified in resisting the law?
· An old question
· Most believe it is justified in self-defense when state inflicts oppression and violence on members of the society

Totalitarianism
· A system of government that suppresses all dissent in the name of some supreme goal
· Distinction between state, government, and society lose all meaning
· Government that relies primarily on force = unstable 
· Cultural hegemony
· The ability of society’s dominant class to get its values and beliefs accepted as the conventional wisdom in society at large
· How totalitarian governments are perceived as legit
· Harold Laski, Noam Chomsky; duped into believing that our society provides equality of opportunity and protection for individual rights
· Feminists and Marxists believe that government by popular consent is a sham that conceals the undemocratic character of society and politics

Democracy
· Victor Hanson: “like pornography, we know it when we see it”
· All countries claim they are democratic, including the Islamic Republic of Iran
· C.B. Macpherson argues there are three different types of democracy:
· Liberal democracy
· Characterized by competition between political parties
· Only one that would be considered a democracy by most Canadians
· Developmental and communist versions of democracy
· Do not have competitive elections
· Attach greater importance to the social and economic equality of individuals than does liberal democracy
· Recognizes the formal political equality of citizens 
· This mean most of the world is democratic
· Not correct, but does challenge us to think what a democracy is
· Majority rule, government by popular consent, one person-one vote and competitive elections = democracy
· Based on equality – but how much and where are the arguments
· Tyranny of the majority
· The only way to protect against it is the existence of a multiple group identities in society = Tocqueville
· Have their own identity and share a common citizenship with everyone = less chance that democratic state being turned to oppressive ends

Social Culture
· Refers to norms of interpersonal trust, a sense of civic duty, and a belief that one’s involvement in politics and in the life of the community matters
· Where social trust = low, public authorities must invest more institutions and policies that rely on repression and force to maintain social order  = happier citizens, more control over their lives, economic value
· Presented in “The Civic Culture” by Gabriel Almond and Sidney Verba
· Argued that democratic government is sustained by cultural attitudes
· How democratic a society is must be based on examination of politically relevant attitudes and beliefs of the population – not apparently democratic political institutions 
· Socialists disagree
· Socio-economic inequality = political inequality 
· Marxists say that it is more important to solve socio-economic inequality than one person-one vote
· Is it reasonable to speak of democratic government when the levers of state power are in the hands of an elite?
· It depends on what we expect from democracy
· Reject direct democracy: citizens are poorly informed or wrong in their opinions on public matters (Thomas Jefferson)

Representative Democracy
· Government is carried out by elected legislatures that represent the people 
· Citizens delegate law-making authority to their representatives, holding them responsible thru periodic elections
· Sometimes use plebiscites and referendums = direct votes of citizens on important public questions
· BUT voter turn out is low = undemocratic? 

How Democratic is Canada?
· Freedom House’s World Democracy Audit: one of the most democratic countries, trailing behind some Scandinavian and Northern European countries 
· Freedom House operationalizes the concept of democracy
· Combine measures of political rights, civil liberties, press freedom, public corruption, and the rule of law

Rule of Law
· The foundation of democratic government, on which all else rests
· Means that no public official has the legitimate right to exercise any powers other than those assigned to his or her office by the law
· An independent judiciary is necessary to make sure this is achieved

Who Gets Heard, and Why?
· RBC president will be able to talk to Minister of Finance; our call will most likely not be returned
· Individuals and organizations make financial contributions to political parties
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Between elections, interest groups try to influence actions of government and influence public opinion
· Some people think that having more money buys access to those in positions of political authority and ability to get wider heading for their issues = not that simple
· Public agenda
· The matters that have been identified by opinion leaders in the media and in government as ones that warrant some policy response, even if that response is a decision not to act 
· Not determined by the spending of self-interested groups alone
· Mencken: his journalist duty is to “bring comfort to the afflicted and afflict the comfortable”

Is Democracy a Process or an Outcome?
· Unelected public officials like judges get to make policies
· When Charter of Rights and Freedoms was agreed to in 1981, sexual orientation was deliberately left out of the equality section
· Several years later, Supreme Court decided that it is analogous to discrimination based on religion, race or color
· Democracy involves a bit of both 
· It is a political system based on the formal political equality of all citizens, in which there is a realistic possibility that voters can replace the government, and in which certain basic rights and freedoms are protected

Political Identities
· Identities are ideas that link individuals to larger groups
· Self-definitions that help us make sense of who we are and how we fit into the world around us
· Perform important psychological and emotional functions
· Often only become aware of it when in an unfamiliar place
· Exclusive – if you recognize you belong to a certain group, also recognize there are other groups you do not belong to
· But possible to have a number of identities but some will be more significant in shaping a person’s ideas and behaviors than others
· Shared identity
· Based on perception of having common interests
· But this does not mean you automatically share an identity i.e., corporations in the same industry have common interests but not shared identity 
· These interests related to conditions that promote or impair the material well-being of the members of these groups
· Become political interests when they are organized under collective association that claims to represent members of group and attempts to influence actions of the state
· # of possible political interests is without limit BUT only few become organized and achieve significant political clout
· Political interest brings together individuals who might otherwise have little in common – have material stake in how some political conflict is resolved or by values 
· Usually have economic dimension
· Interests and identities are not always political 

Nation
· Most powerful political identity
· Community with certain characteristics that distinguish it from other communities
· Is it an imagined community, different from imaginary community?
· Is shared citizenship enough?
· Michael Ignatieff: Dangers of ideas about who does and does not belong in the nation = break up of Yugoslavia
· Nationalism
· Accompanied by territorial claims usually 
· Cultural and social identities = political conflicts = when they are associated with inequalities in the economic status, social prestige, political power of these groups

Globalization
· Refers to the unprecedented integration of the world’s economies through trade, capital flows, and internationalized production, cultural integration thru mass media
· Critics: has produced greater polarization between affluent and poor
· Spurned renewed interest in the concept of class
· Diminished ability to protect interest of society’s vulnerable and to pursue policies unpopular wit powerful corporate interests/investors
· Class is not as important as regional and ethno linguistic identities in Canada
· Simply more vital to Canadians?
· Consciousness of belonging to a class whose interests are at odds with those of other classes has been suppressed by political parties and elites?
Political Fault Lines, Old and New
· Rift that separates French and English Canada is the oldest
· Goes back to military conquest of New France in 1759
· Canada’s relationship to the U.S.
· American revolution, victory of the 13 colonies in War of Independence has had impact on Canada
· Sometimes a territorial threat
· Economic, cultural and political influences
· David Bell: Need from 1776 to explain who we are as Canadians and in what ways we are not American
· Regionalism
· Economic and social characteristics of the regions developed differently = Cda is so vast and diverse physically 
· Concentration of most populace and wealth is in Ontario and Quebec = Ottawa is sensitive to the needs of other provinces
· These three fault lines are the enduring axes of Canadian politics (Donald Smiley) 
· Excludes urban vs. rural, gender inequality, Aboriginal rights, environmentalism, and multiculturalism 
· Materialist vs. post-materialist
· Older generations more interested in issues that have to do with quality of life rather than standard of living
· Another growing fault line: class conflict and politics of the distribution of wealth
· Common to link globalization to growing income inequality, increasing poverty, unemployment, homelessness, shrinking middle class
· Dubious because Canadians are not class-conscious yet…
· This fault line is still not popular; no surge of support for NDP, parties that appeal to voters on class issues
· More likely that manifestations of new politics of class include explosion in books, articles and media coverage generally of globalization and class polarization
· But elections dictate it is still not that important
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