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What is Ancient Greek civilization?                                                               

‘Ancient’

· BCE – Before Common Era

· BC – Before Christ

· BP – Before Present (ex: 2000 BCE + 2000 +2011 + 4011 BP)

Prehistoric Eras

Prehistoric: Nobody was writing down and recording historical events before then

· Palaeolithic (100,000-10,000 BCE) Old Stone Age

· Mesolithic   (10,000 – 6,000 BCE) Middle Stone Age

· Neolithic     (6,000 – 3,000 BCE)    New Stone Age

· Bronze Age (3,000 – 1,100 BCE)

· Dark/Iron Age (1,100 – 750 BCE)

Hesiod’s Prehistoric Eras

· Gold (Palaeolithic)

· Silver (Mesolithic)

· Bronze (Bronze)

· Heroic (Bronze)

· Iron (Dark/Iron) *

* This was his own time

Herodotus of Halicarnassus  “The Father of History”

(484 – 420 BCE)

· “Historia” : To ask questions

· Herodotus wanted to know about the past, so he asked questions and wrote down the answers

More Eras….

Archaic (750 – 490 BCE)

Classical (490 – 323 BCE)*

Hellenistic (323 – 31 BCE)¹

* The end of the Classical era is marked by the death of Alexander the Great

¹ The end of the Hellenistic era is marked by the death of Cleopatra, and the takeover by the Romans

Roman (31 – 323 CE)

Byzantine (323 – 1453 CE)

Ottoman (1453 – 1832 CE)

‘Greek’ 

· Graeci (The name used by for the Greeks by the Romans)

· Hellenes (The Greeks called themselves this)

· Hellene comes from Hellen, NOT Helen (of Troy)

· Hellen – The son of the Greek equivalent of Noah. The Greeks believed that they were all descendants of Hellen
· The original Greeks lived in Hellas, believed to be at Thessaly
What makes a Hellene?

Language 

· Indo-European

· 3 main dialects (Dorian, Ionian, Aeolian)

Religion

· Polytheistic (believed in many gods)

· They practiced the same rituals

Both of these things appeared in Hellas circa 2000 BCE

‘Civilization’

The Hellenes were the first civilized Europeans

5 Criteria for civilization:

1) Agriculture – At first they were hunter/gatherers, following animals , not getting food from the same plot of land

2) Towns of 5000+

3) Monumental buildings (temples, meeting places, etc.)

4) Metallurgy – Knowing how to work metals into tools (agricultural, weapons, etc.)

5) System of writing present

Anagram for remembering this:  ATMMS

Who got credit for teaching the Greeks (Hellenes) about civilization?

Prometheus (the son of a titan)

Hellas

Homeland of the Hellenes, who occupied three continents

Topography

· Mountainous, many are extinct volcanoes that come right down to the sea. This makes communication very difficult

· Valleys – Not much suitable land for agriculture

· Islands (over 1000) – drowned mountains 

· Surrounded by seas (Ionian, Aegean, Mediterranean, Black)

· Little tide, good visibility – easy to sail

All of this meant that the Greeks mostly traded and communicated by sea

Climate

· Winter – mild, rainy

· Summer – hot, dry

As a result:

1) most activities were done outdoors (social, political, legal, entertainment, religion, sport…)

Temples – Were only a house for the statue of a god, the actual worship took place outside the temple

2) Winter agriculture cycle – crops were planted in the fall, and harvested in the spring

Climate and topography also determine the food sources:

Mediterranean Triad

Grain 

· Barley and wheat

· Demeter – goddess of grain, makes the crops grow

Grapes:

· Used to make wine

· Wine was diluted, all Greeks, even children, drank wine

· Dionysus – God of wine

Olives:

· Athena  - goddess of the olive

· Workers beat the tree until the olives fell, then they were gathered and pressed into oil

Uses for olive oil

· Cooking

· Eating

· Light (lamps)

· Lubrication

· Religious ceremonies (offered to the gods, especially gods of the underworld. The oil was poured onto the ground)

· Medicine

· Perfume base

Sources of information

Written

· Texts – history, drinking songs, plays, manuals, epics)

· Epigraphy (epi  - on   graphy – writing) – writing on stone. They wrote laws, accounts, etc.

· Papyrology – writing on papyrus

Archaeological (material remains)

· Art – sculpture, vase painting, jewelry

· Graves

· Architecture – temples, tombs, fortifications

· Shipwrecks 
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Prehistoric Stone Age Hellas

Lithos = stone, tools of stone were used at this time

Flint Knapping -  shaping a stone into a tool using another larger stone

Terminology

· Flint or chert – stones used to make tools

· Flakes, blades – pieces chipped off of the stone

· Core – what’s left over after the flakes/blades are removed

· Retouching – shaping of the stone

Paleolithic Hellas (40,000* - 10,000 BCE)

* Although the Palaeolithic era begins at around 100,000 BCE, the first evidence of human inhabitation is not seen until 40,000 BCE

· Upper, Middle, and Lower Palaeolithic periods (Lower being the oldest)

· The first inhabitants appear to have come from Asia Minor in the east (modern Turkey). Various species of animals became extinct, first in Asia Minor, and later moving westward towards Hellas

· Happened as the last ice age was ending, the climate was cold and dry: Affects which kinds of vegetation grow, what animals are available.

· The people hunted migrating animals. They were nomadic hunters and gatherers (wild grain, fruits, nuts, mushrooms, etc.) 

· They had no permanent homes

· Beginnings of a social order (men did the hunting, women did the gathering)

Franchthi Cave

· In the Peloponnese (comes from the name of the island of Pelops*)
· Bones and tools, found 12m underground, goes back 20,000 years, to the upper Palaeolithic era.

* Pelops – Mythical being who’s father, Tantalus, was punished in Hades for offering his son in a stew to the gods. The god’s weren’t fooled, except for Demeter, who ate part of Pelop’s shoulder. Pelops was reassembled by the gods, and his shoulder replaced by one made of ivory.  Tantalus’ punishment was that he would be deprived of nourishment forever. He had to stand in a pool of water, underneath a low branched fruit tree. When he tried to reach to get the fruit, the branches would lift higher, out of his reach. When  he tried to bend down to get a drink of water, the water would recede so he could not get any (Temptation without satisfaction)
Upper Palaeolithic

Global warming causes:

· Rising sea levels (20-40m), islands form in the Aegean  from drowned mountains

· Warmer, milder climate

· Change in flora and fauna

· Change in lifestyle/diet

Mesolithic Hunter Gatherers

· Hunted forest animals rather than open plain grazing animals

· Gathered different types of food

· Were cave dwellers, less nomadic

· Different tools were made from different stones

The use of volcanic stones started in the Mesolithic era:

· Obsidian – black, hard stone from the island of Melos

· Lava – From Aegina 

The fact that they got these stones from different islands shows that they were a seafaring people, along with the fact that in the Mesolithic layers of the Franchthi Cave, bones of deep sea fish were discovered. 

Neolithic Hellas (6,000 – 3,000 BCE)

· Stone tools are ground and polished = sharper tools

· Tools are still used to acquire food, but new food sources are available

· Radical change in lifestyle (Neolithic Revolution c. 6,000 BCE)

Neolithic Revolution

· The end of hunting and gathering

· Domestication of animals (first dogs, sheep, cows, and later pigs) and plants

· The beginning of agriculture, which leads to permanent settlements

Domestication of Grain

· Requires processing querns

· Storage (they are now harvesting more than can be eaten at once)

Pots allowed grains to be mixed with water to make porridge

· Porridge = sticky = tooth decay 

· Meant babies could be weaned sooner, women could get pregnant faster, the population grows faster.

- Fire was needed to cook the grain; Prometheus steals it from the gods.

As a punishment, he is tied to a post, and Zeus sends an eagle to eat his liver everyday (liver regenerates), until he is rescued by Herakles.

- Prometheus’ brother, Atlas, leader of the Titans, was punished by having to hold up the heavens on his shoulders for all eternity.

Neolithic Thessaly

· Ideal for agriculture

· Home of Hellen, and Jason

· People lived in magoules – homes built on mounds of building debris from previous homes (they were biodegradable)

· Stone foundation, mud brick walls

· Wattle and daub roof – branches (wattle) with wet clay (daub) to fill in the spaces

· Hearth – fireplace to cook food

· Prometheus is also given credit for introducing housing to the Greeks

Middle Neolithic – Secondary Product ‘Revolution’

· New uses were found for domestic animals

· Primary: Meats, milk, hide

· Secondary: Cheese, textiles (from hair)

· Textiles – Used for weaving woollen clothes and blankets

How do we know weaving was used?

- Loom weights and spindle whorls used in making textiles were found in houses

New power source – Oxen

· Increased area of cultivation: more crops, larger population

Middle Neolithic Thessaly: Sesklo

· One house at the top of its hill is larger than the others – possibly a chief’s house, meeting hall, temple? This building is more important than the others

· 3,000 people lived in Sesklo (almost a large enough town for the aspect of civilization (5,000 people))

Middle Neolithic Pottery (pg. 29)

· Still hand made, no use of a potter’s wheel

· Bi-chrome – Two colours used

· Matte finish (not shiny)

· Textile inspired, painted decoration

Steatopygous Figurines (pg. 28)

· Steato = fat   Pygous = butt

· Mostly not clothed

· Women, fat bottom – sign of fertility

· Unsure what the figurines were used for, possibly religious purposes, dolls, portraits, etc.

Change Factors

· Climate: Palaeolithic → Mesolithic

· Agriculture: Mesolithic → Early Neolithic

· Secondary Products: Early Neolithic → Middle Neolithic

· Domestication of two new plants*: Middle Neolithic → Late Neolithic

*Completes the Mediterranean Triad (grain, grapes, olives)

How could grapes change Neolithic lifestyle?

· Wine – New feeling, attributed to the supernatural = new god, Dionysus

· Worship – drinking, dancing, sexuality

· New way to spend time, new way to socialize

· Special containers were made for the special drink (fancy goblets)

· Fancy goblets were a specialization, no time to do everything (farming, building, etc like people used to  do)

· Trade – traded with other people who can do something better (build, farm, etc.)

· Marketplace (agora) for trade, an open space

· New was society and government are run

Olives

· An addition to the diet

· Beam press – Olives were beaten off of the trees and gathered in nets.  They were weighted down by rocks, and pressed. The olive oil was then collected.

Late Neolithic Thessaly: Dimini

- Megaron 

· The biggest structure on the hill at Dimini

· Surrounded by walls

· Walls are not for fortification – most likely processional routes to the megaron, like a maze (mazes were used for religious purposes)

- Different pottery than the Middle Neolithic (pg. 28)

· Shiny surface (vs. matte, dull)

· More colours (vs. bi-chrome)

· Decoration is more complex, curvilinear (vs. sharp angles)

· Still made by hand

Neolithic Burial Practices

- Inhumation (in ground):

· Women and children – Inside the house, under the floor, in alleys between houses. Found in the fetal position.

· Men – Buried anywhere

- Cremation
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Early Bronze Age Hellas and the Arrival of the Greeks
Hydra: A multi-headed monster that lives near water

· When one head is cut off, two grow back in its place

· Found in Peleponesse 

· Heracles had to kill the Hydra as one of his deeds

· He cut off a head while his helper burned the stump and slowly they killed the Hydra

· He finds a poison in the belly of the beast and uses it on the tip of his arrows

∆: delta (is for Dimini)

α: alpha

β: beta

γ: gama

* Greeks only used capital letters for a period of time

Late Neolithic Megaron: Big room

Late Neolithic = Chacolithic

· Chalkos = copper; lithos = stone

· Transitional period

· Population shift towards south: better conditions to grow crops

· New people = new technology

· Copper + tin = bronze

· Copper and tin was not available in Hellas

· Copper was found on the island of Cypress

· They had to look beyond Hellas to find tin

· Trade increased due to new technology

Advantages of bronze (Copper + Tin):

· Harder

· Better: Tools/Weapons

· Shiny (Expensive)

Hesiod's 5 ages of man:

· Gold

· Silver

· Bronze

· Heroic

· Iron

Early Bronze Age (EBA): 3000 - 2000 BCE

· EBA Mainland = Early Helladic (EH)

· EBA Cyclades = Early Cycladic (EC)

· EBA Crete = Early Minoan (EM)

EBA Commonalities:

· Dependence on agriculture

· Increasing importance of metallurgy

· Language

Shared EBA language:

· Aegean

· non-Greek

· -ssos, -thos, -inthos *Still survives in many Greek words

· Narcissos, minthos, parnassos

· Thalasa = sea

EH Characteristics:

· Architecture

· Burials

· Pottery

EH Architecture:

· Larder, rectangular houses with multiple rooms

· Towns with larger population

· Fortified with walls and gates: Protected, powerful, fighting going on

· Dominated by a monumental building

Lerna: Site of monumental EH building

· In pelepponese: Southern part of Hellas; peninsula

Lerna: House of tiles

· Corridor house

· Exterior stone bench beside doorway: Meeting place

· Sealing archive: Store room, impressions made by a seal, used lumps of clay to seal containers

· Begining of writing: Communication that's not oral

· Recording, processing and distributing commodities

· No fire pit means its not likely to be a house

EH Cist graves:

· Varied in size and contents

· Multiple burials

· Outside settlement

EH Sauce boat made with potters with potter's wheel: no design in pottery

Neolithic: Complex pottery

Cyclades: Most advances EBA culture (Early Cycladic)

· Delos: surrounded by other islands

· Melos: Volcanic rock (obsidian)

· Paros: Provide white marble

· Maxos: Provide white marble, emmery
Melos:

· Obsidian

· Venus de Milo = Aphrodite of Melos (statue)

· First large town (5000+)

· Fortified

· No monumental buildings

· Metallurgy

· Agriculture

EC Burial practices: Same as EH

EC Marble figurines:

· Ranged from thumb sized to life sized

· Finished on all sides

· Many have folded arms

· They are not free standing

· Only have a nose

· Left over paint indicates that they had other facial features

· Very thin

EC Marble musicians: Mostly men

EC Marble containers:

· Making holes in containers is a technique borrowed from the Egyptians which means they had contact with Egypt

· Complex process

· Incised decoration: Carved in

· Pyxis: Cosmetic or trinket box

EC Pottery: No potter's wheel

· Incised decorations

EC Frying pan:

· Made of clay

· Not used for cooking

· Spiral motif

· Had ships on them

· Use?


Mirror? Reflection if filled with water


Palette? Cosmetics


Womb? Triangle = Female pubic area (Fertility symbol) 

EC remarkable for:

· Marble figurines and containers

· Pottery with unique shapes and decoration

· First large town

· Civilized? No


Limited resources


Area too small


Limit of exploitation reached

EBA Crete = Early Minoan (EM) differed from EH and EC:

· Burial customs

· Architecture

· Stone use

· Pottery

EM Houses: 

· Atleast 3 stories

· Windows without glass

· Chimney

· Doors

· Used timber

· Decorated

EM Burial practices:

· House tombs: East and central Crete

· More than one room

· Tombs looked like houses: After life to be like this life

· Kernos: Container for offerings to the dead

· Tholos tomb: Southern Crete


Round

       - Made of stone


- Dome



- Re-used

EM Metallurgy:

· No gold in Crete: Traded with Egypt

· Filigree: Use of a gold wire

· Granulation: Stick gold balls to surface with heat

· Also trade with Eastern Mediterranean

EM Pottery:

· No potter's wheel

· Dark on light

· Unique shapes

· Incised decorations

· Imitates stoneware

· Pyxis: Common shape

EBA Similarities:

· Language

· Agriculture

· Metallurgy

· Pottery made without the use of wheel

Arrival of Indo - Europeans = Middle Bronze Age: 2000 - 1600 BCE

· They came on horses and were thought to be centaurs: Half man, half horse

· Centaurmachy: Centaur war (Centaurs vs. Lapiths)

Indo - Europeans caused changes:

· Agriculture

· New domestic animal: Horse

· Language: Greek

· Religion: New gods (male gods)

· Architecture: Housing

· Burial customs

· Pottery

Middle Helladic (Mainland): Apsidal - end Housing

MH Cist grave:

· Individual burrials

· Inside settlement walls

MH Minyan Ware:

· Introduced potter's wheel

· King Minyas: First wealthy man in Hellas

· New shapes

· No decoration: Grey

· Treasury of Minyas

MH Matt painted ware: Wheel made

Effects of Indo - Europeans on Middle Bronze Age Hellas:

· Introduction to potter's wheel

· Mainland destruction

· Cultural regression

· Cyclades unaffected

· Crete continues to develop
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Middle Bronze Age Crete: the Minoans, Thera
E ε (epsilon)

· stands for Eros, son of Aphrodite (goddess of love)

· now known as Cupid (bow and arrow)

α: alpha

β: beta

γ: gamma

∆: delta
ε: epsilon

MBA Hellas

· MH: regression
· MC: static

· MM: progress (on the island of Crete)

Myths tell us that...

Zeus (king of gods)

· born on Crete

· his father used to swallow his children after they were born because he did not want them to become as big as him

· Zeus' mother wrapped a stone and fed it to his father saying it was Zeus

· He was hidden in a cave

Zeus and Europa (princess of Phonicia)

· Europa was in love with bulls

· Zeus appeared as a handsome young Bull and Europa fell in love with him

· she then became the mother of three sons, one of which is Minos

Minos and Pasiphae

· Minos grows up to marry Pasiphae

· Minos does not obey Poseidon (god of sea)

· Poseidon makes Pasiphae fall in love with a bull

· Daedelus makes a face bull which Pasiphae has a baby Minotaur with

Minotaur

· Half man half bull

· Daedelus makes a labyrinth which the Minotaur can not find its way out of

· Every year, people are sacrifices to the Minotaur

· Theseus is sent down as a sacrifice to the Minotaur

· Ariadne falls in love with Theseus

· she gives him the sword to kill the Minotaur and some string to find his way back out the labrynth

· Theseus kills the Minotaur

MBA Crete = Middle Minoan (MM)

· 2000 - 1500 BCE

· Knossos, Phaistos, Mallia, Kate, Zakro

Sir Arthur Evans (1851 - 1941 CE)

· he named the civilization "Minoan"

· Knossos = labyrinth of Daedelus?

· Labyrinth = labrys?

· Labrys = double axe (non-Greek word)

· Haiga Triada sarcophagus or larnax (coffin)

· double axe = religious symbol? (liberation, music, offerings)

· Bull leaping Fresco (painting applied directly to wall)

· MH bull leaping: also found in Egypt and Anatolia/Asia Minor/Turkey

· Knossos: throne of Minos? 

        Chair surrounded by benches (most likely a religious meeting place)

Common features

· complex plan

· dominated by large central courtyard

· extensive storage areas

· theatral areas

· multi-storied

· NO defenses

Storage cists: used to store dry materials

Pithoi: large containers used to store liquids

Central courtyard
· inverted columns

· monumental staircases

· light well

· made of cut stone and wood

· sophisticated water management which is still used in some places today

MM Monumental complexes were centers of...

· economy: redistributive

· administration = writing (Daedelus or Prometheus?)

· large storage area

· religion

· government

· industry

Phaistos disk
· 1st printed document

· clay: stamped on both sides

· 45 different symbols

· undeciphered

· unique

Linear A

· scratched into wet clay

· 90 different symbols

· non-Greek language

· undeciphered

· administrative use

Minoan religion

· storage areas connect with areas of religion

· indication of the connection between religion and agriculture

Faience (snake goddess)

· snake is a symbol of religion and agriculture

· shed skin: renewal/rebirth

· bare breasts: fertility
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Minoan peak sanctuary

· rhyton (special ritual container with a hole on the bottom) diffuses liquid onto the ground

· horns of consecration

Kamares ware
· wheel made

· polychrome

· marine or floral motifs

Stone ware

· steatite

· rock crystal found on Eastern Crete

Minoans and Egypt

· ivory (elephant tusks or hippopotamus teeth)

· ostrich eggs

· Crete: land of Keftiu

· tribute for a pharaoh

· copper ingot (25 kg)

· gold rhyton

Thucydides

· second big Greek historian after Heroditus

· Minos had a navy

· Navy controlled the Aegean

· there is a paved road from Knossos to the sea (first paved road in Europe)

· 1625 BCE: volcano erupted destroying island of Thera, preserving Akrotiri and leaving no skeletal or valuable remains

MBA Crete had a very strong influence on Cyclades

Akrotiri (Thera) Housing: decorated with frescoes

MBA Women

· snake goddess

· la parisienne

· Akrotiri women

Akrotiri (There) Flotilla Fresco: Minos' ship

MBA Minoans

· 1st civilized Europeans

· agriculture 

· metallurgy

· settlements of 5000+

· monumental buildings

· system of writing

· BUT not the 1st civilized Hellenes
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Late Bronze Age Hellas: the Mycenaeans
Z  ζ (zeta) 
· is for Zeus
· Pronounced as in wisdom

Late Bronze Age Hellas (1600 – c.1200 BCE)
Late Helladic 

· Also known as the Mycenaean, a period of high culture on the mainland

· Possibly destroyed the complexes on Crete. Only one was rebuilt, at Knossos, which has a lot of Mycenaean influence.

Mycenae

· Fortification walls were made of huge stones, thought to be built by Cyclopes (Cyclopean walls)

· Cyclopes were master metal workers, they built Zeus’ thunderbolt 

· Lion Gate – Inverted columns were used, like they were on Crete, shows the Minoan influence on the Mycenaeans even after they were conquered

· Heinrich Schliemann – Excavated Troy and Mycenae, 1876

Grave Circle A

· Walled cemetery, originally outside of the walls of Mycenae, but later incorporated into the village.

· Stele – Gravestone

· Shaft graves – Multiple layers of corpses, separated by dirt and planks of wood

‘Mask of Agamemnon’ 

· Found in the grave circle

· Made of gold

· Schliemann thought it was pressed on the dead person’s face to form his image, but probably not (other masks found don’t have the same detail)

· Gold masks show wealth, wealthy enough to just bury precious metal in the ground

· Bronze daggers with gold and silver inlays also found, shows wealth and indicates a warrior society.

· Women in shaft graves were buried with jewelry of gold and amber*

· *Amber – semiprecious stone

· Gold came from Egypt, amber from either the Baltic Sea area, or North Africa. Shows the Mycenaeans had contacts with these peoples

· Children’s bodies were covered with pieces of gold foil

Tholos Tombs

· Mycenaeans, like the Minoans, used tholos tombs as well

· 9 tholos tombs found in Mycenae

· Contained many treasures

· Dromos – entrance (walkway, pathway)

· Tumulus – the tomb was covered with a mound of dirt

· Corbelled stonework – large stones made up the bottom parts, smaller stones were used towards the top, like an igloo. Stones were cut (unlike Cyclopean walls)

Mycenaean Palaces 

· Thessaly

· Boeotia

· Attica

· Peloponnese

Common Features
· Hilltop site

· Overlook the plains

· Connected to each other by roads

Architectural Characteristics
· Megalithic – large stones used (Cyclopean)

· Relieving triangle above a lintel (top part of a doorway), to relieve pressure caused by corbelled stones. The lion’s gate is a relieving triangle

Megaron – Late Neolithic Dimini, Thessaly

· Megaron = Entryway (porch), a vestibule, and a throne room

· Large central heath, hole in the ceiling to allow smoke to escape

· Throne on the right side wall coming in 

· Frescoes on walls and floors (ex: Octopus at Knossos)

· Four pillars, inverted columns surround the heath, support the second level (living space)

· Used as political centers (Linear B tablets from megarons show symbols for king, general, priests)

Linear B (Early form of Greek)

· Not an alphabet or hieroglyphics, a syllabry with 87 signs

· Deciphered by Michael Ventris

· 1 symbol for a vowel

· 5 symbols for consonants (1 for each combination with the 5 vowels)

· Numbers were used too -  | for one, || for two, etc 

· Preserved when tablets were baked in fire s that destroyed the palaces

Linear B shows Mycenaean Palaces were centers of:

· Redistributive economy (raw goods coming in and out)

· Administration

· Religion 

· Government

· Industry

These are the same functions as the Minoan complexes on Crete, but they were also residential complexes and military centers

Mycenaean Religious Figurines - Shaped like phi (Φ) and psi (Ψ)

Palaces – Industrial centers, pottery was manufactured

· Decoration of the pottery was at first realistic, but later became more and more abstract

· Marine themes were used, as well as animals and plants, like Minoan pottery

· Made with a potter’s wheel

· Dark on light design (red and white)


Boar Tusk Helmets

· Leather caps with boar teeth sewn onto them

· Effective protection

· Figure-eight shields and bronze armour also found

Linear B tablets tell us Mycenaens had chariots, not likely used for fighting, but for show. Chariots were a symbol of prestige, wealth, and power. They were painted various colours, and had inlays as well.

Decline of the Late Bronze Age Mycenaeans

· 1250-1200 BCE – Thebes sacked by people from the North

· Isthmus wall built for protection

· 1200-1100 – Destruction of Mycenae and Tyrins 

· 1150 – 320 sites reduced to only 40 sites
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Warfare & Sieges, The End of the Palaces
H( (eta)
· is for Helen

· is also a number

· H = hekaton (100)

Achilles
· Greek Hero of Trojan war

· hero of Homer's Iliad

· son of Peleus who is a mortal, and the King of Thessaly

· his mother is Thetis, who is a mereid (sea nymph), and is immortal

· Thetis tried to make Achilles immortal 

· Achilles was taken my Cheiron, the Centaur

· he joined King Agamemnon and went to attack Troy

Why did the Greeks attack Troy?

· Eris was not invited to the wedding of Peleus and Thetis, so decided to cause mischief

· a golden apple was thrown among the guests, the apple said "to the fairest"

Who was the fairest?

· judgement of Paris, Prince of Troy:

1. Aphrodite - goddess of sexual attraction, promises him the most beautiful woman on earth

2. Hera - queen of Gods, promises to make him the ruler of the world

3. Athena - goddess of war, promises him victory

Paris chooses Aphrodite. She forces Helen to fall in love with him and they flee to Troy.

Trojan War
· Agamemnon vs. Priam

Aulis to Troy

· they have to sail across the Aegean in order to reach Troy

· no wind to blow ships to Troy

· Artemis asks Agamemnon to sacrifice his daughter in exchange for wind

· Clytemnestra kills Agamemnon because he sacrificed their daughter

Achilles kills Hector, son of Priam

· he ties Hector's body behind a chariot and drags it across Troy

Paris shoots Achilles in the heel and kills him

· Apollo failed to protect Achilles

Odysseus tricks the Trojans

· he sends them a wooden horse as a gift (Trojan horse), but there are Greek warriors inside who attack them at night

Epic Cycle of Trojan war
· 8 poems

· 2 survive (2 and 7)

· Cypria (name for Aphrodite): judgement of Paris

Homer: the Iliad and the Odyssey

The Iliad

· 2 on the epic cycle

· Illion/Illium = Troy

· the 10th year of war

· centers on Achilles

Does not tell us about:

· the death of Achilles

· wooden horse

· fall of Troy

· return home

· The Odyssey (quest myth)

· return of Odysseus to Ithaka

· took 10 years to get home

· Penelope, wife of Odysseus stays faithful to him, she tells all suitors that she will make up her mind after she is done weaving

· Telemachos is the son of Odysseus

· in order to escape being sent to war, Odysseus tried to prove he was crazy by ploughing with an ox and a donkey, recruiters put Telemachos on the ground and Odysseus stopped to pick him up which proved he was sane

· travels of Odysseus reflect Bronze age trade routes

· Odysseus overcomes monsters with wit not brawn 

· he loses 6 of his men to the Scylla (6 long necks, 3 rows of teeth, 12 feet, grabs sailors and eats them) and Charybdis: Straits of Messina

Polyphemos (the Cyclops)

· cave-dwelling Sheppard

· son of Poseidon

· cannibal 

· one-eyed

· he was blinded when Odysseus got him drunk, heated up olive wood and drove the steak into his eye

· he called out for help from his fellow Cyclops, when they ask who he needs help from, he replies "nobody" which is what Odysseus said was his name

· Odysseus escapes Polyphemos under sheep skin

Homer's influence
· values and ethics

· literature

· education

· competitions

· Mycenaean elements

Frank Calvert
· identified Hisarlik as Troy (Ilion)

Heinrich Schliemann
· excavated Troy's citadel (1870)

· King Priam's Troy (Ilion)

What really caused the Trojan war?

· competition in the textile trade

· fishing rights

· toll collection

· gold blockade

Sea peoples: defeated by Egyptian Pharaoh and turned into slaves

Warrior vase: founded around the same time as the destruction of Mycenaean Minoans
