Sociology

Chapter 1: The Sociological Perspective Theory and Methods (1/2)

Sociologist Peter Berger: “Sociology will be satisfying, in the long run, only to those who can think of nothing more entrancing than to watch men (and women) and to understand things human.”
· Passion for sociology 
· Fascination with human social interaction  
· “The first wisdom of sociology is that things are not what they seem…”

Chapter focus question: How do sociological theory and research add to our knowledge of human societies and social issues?

Putting Social Life Into Perspective 

Sociology is the systematic study of human society and social interaction. 
· It is systematic because sociologists apply both theoretical perspectives and research methods to examinations of social behavior 
· They study human societies and the social interactions within in order to develop theories of how human behavior is shaped by group life and how, in turn, group life is affected by individuals 
· They are using their sociological imagination 

The Sociological Imagination: The ability to see the relationship between the individual experiences and the larger society 

The Promise 
· Personal troubles are private problems of individuals 
· They must be solved by individuals 
· Ex. A person being unemployed 
· Public issues are issues caused by problems at the societal level 
· Ex. Widespread unemployment due to economic changes

Suicide as a Personal Trouble
· If a person commits suicide, many believe it is a result of his or her own personal problems 

Suicide as a Public Issue
· Suicide rates are very high in some Aboriginal communities in Canada
· Suicide is related to the issue of cohesiveness (or lack of it)
· Contemporary societies often deal with suicide as a public issue (assisted suicide) 


Why Study Sociology?

· Helps us gain a better understanding of ourselves and the social worlds 
· Society: a large social grouping, that shares the same geographical territory and is subject to the same political authority and dominant cultural expectations 
· Everyone is affected by global independence
· Global independence: a relationship in which the lives of all people are intertwined closely and any one nations’ problems are part of a larger global problem 
· Provides new ways of approaching problems and making decisions in everyday life 
· Sociologists strive to use scientific standards (no myths)
· Seek out multiple causes and effects

The Importance of Global Sociological Imagination 

· Developed or high-income countries: countries with highly industrialized economies; technologically advanced industrial, administrative, and service occupations
· Ex. Canada, Japan, USA 
· Middle-income countries: nations with industrializing economies, particularly in urban areas, and moderate levels of national and personal incomes 
· Ex. Brazil, Mexico 
· Low-income countries: primarily agrarian nations with little industrialization and low levels of national and personal income 
· Ex. Africa, China, India 
· Race: term used by many people to specify groups of people distinguished by physical characteristics such as skin color
· There are in fact no “pure” racial types 
· Race is considered by sociologists to be “a social construction used to justify inequalities”
· Ethnicity: the cultural heritage or identity of a group and is based on factors such as language or country of origin
· Class: the relative location of a person or group within a larger society, based on wealth, power, prestige, or other valued resources
· Sex: the biological and anatomical differences between females and males
· Gender: the meanings, beliefs, and practices associated with sex differences 
· Ex. Femininity and masculinity 

The Development of Sociological Thinking 

· Past social philosophers and religious authorities stated how they thought society ought to be like, rather than how it actually was
· Social upheaval was brought about by industrialization and urbanization 
· Industrialization: the process by which societies are transformed from dependence on agriculture and handmade products to an emphasis on manufacturing and related industries 
· Through this process a new social class of industrialists emerged 
· Farmers (producers) had to seek employment as factory workers in emerging cities 
· Urbanization: the process by which an increasing proportion of a population lives in cities rather than rural areas 
· Led to increase in number of cities and their size
· People shifted from being producers to consumers
· New social problems: inadequate housing, unsanitary conditions, poverty, pollution and crime 

Early Thinkers: A Concern with Social Order and Stability 
 
Auguste Comte 

· French philosopher 
· Coined the term sociology from the Latin word socius (social, being with others) 
· Is considered the founder of sociology 

Harriet Martineau

· Translated and condensed Comte’s works
· She studied social customs of Britain and the USA and analyzed consequences of industrialization and capitalism 
· Only recently received recognition in the field of sociology 

Herbert Spencer

· Used an evolutionary perspective to explain social order and social change 
· Believed that society, like a biological organism, had various independent parts (economy, government, family) that work to ensure the stability and survival of an entire society 
· Society developed through the process of “struggle” (for existence) and “fitness” (for survival) -> survival of the fittest 
· Critics have suggested that many of his ideas are flawed 

Emile Durkheim 

· Criticized Spencer’s views 
· Believed that the limits of human potential are socially not biologically based 
· Set fourth the idea that societies are built on social facts 
· Social Facts: patterned ways of acting, thinking, and feeling that exist outside any one individual 
· Believed rapid social change produced strains in society 
· These strains led to a breakdown and to a dramatic increase in anomie 
· Anomie: a condition in which social control becomes ineffective as a result in of the loss of shared values and of a sense of purpose in society 
· He is referred to as “the crucial figure in the development of sociology as an academic discipline and as one of the deepest roots of sociological imagination 

Chapter one: Con’t 

Sociological Theory 
· Macro (society) -micro (individuals)
· Stats 
· Observations 
· Grand concepts ( theory good for all societies that can deduce and focus on all agriculture and marriages, universalisms- it doesn’t work.. generally universals are too difficult to maintain) 
· Trying to prove a link between two phenomenons to predict and explain behaviours by staying true to statistics…
Theory 
Robert Putman 
More tv = less community involvement (civic life)
Sociological theory – relationship between 2 concepts. Eg: civic engagement and tv watching 

Contemporary Theoretical Perspectives

· Symbolic Interaction 

· Attempt to examine people daily interactions and their behaviour in groups 
· Argue that people continue(ongoing) negotiating their social realities 
· Values and norms are not independent realities
· Not the institution that makes us react the way we do, it’s the individual that can change that. We can inherit but we can infect change. They don’t automatically change. 
· Each person has a subject reality
· Symbolic representation: symbols, facial expressions, eyeliner, (NOT what ethnicity and race….) we can represent ourselves symbolically in society as an individual, freedom…

· Postmodernism 

· Theory: Eurocentric lens conditions our view of all cultures and that the culture of our age produces a social world that is not real but simulated. 
· Need to speak of cultures not culture
· People make their own history 
· We are not captive of structures.
· Rise of consumerism 

· Feminist 

· Gender perspective
· Women are equal 
· Most of writing in sociology was dominated by men 
· Patriarchy society: hierarchical society in which men dominate ( Canadian society is dominated by men )
· Gender roles was have are socially created and limits our human potential 


· Conflict 

· Marxist 
· Idea of explain society is that society is that conflict dominates
· Groups are power struggling over resources
· Marxist (bourgeoisie) 
· Max Webber: economics (division of resources) class conflict, in depth: power and prestige 
· Power: ability of people to carry our will DESPITE resistance
· Prestige: social estimation of honour (pos or neg)
· Can be powerful people who lack economic power
· Ghandi 
· Shamin 
· Powerful groups want to control resources
· Most imp positions are made behind the scenes by the power elite. 
· Proletariat control 
· Power elite behind the scenes are the industrial magnets and shareholders, not of the people or for the people but for the industries
· Driving force in society 
· FALSE CONCIOUSNESS: why people (working class) without power vote for people who they think promote their best interests when its the opposite that is happening 
· We don’t seen the reality and are sheep
· Telling us what we need to do 
· Vast majority accept society due to false consciousness
· Believe in something contrary to self interest
· IDEOLOGY: ideas used by the elite to maintain their power. 


· Functionalist 

· Functional view of culture, along with feminism
· Lays down the pronicple that every type of civilization (book, marrage) culture practices serve a function
· Beliefs fulfills functions 
· Hammer: hammers nails 
· EG: ethnography: MALANOFSKY – rutuals dances – epiphenomenon not really important. Seen as that. What happened at the meeting resources wise. That was imp. MALA: noticed rituals, only thing a bag of shells, around the islands, disappear for months. FUNSTIONALIST- dangerous, people loose lives- shells aren’t really used for anything, no money value, labour, later realized that shells come from past- each one was old, biography… traded ancient. No function. Function: building alliances. Function was social (alliances network) EVRYONE would have said epiphenomon. Only the functionaliost theory wopuld have seen that.

Research Processes

1) Quantitative Research – scientific objectivity, data that can be measured numerically, stats data eg: # of pedestrians that cross the road at this spot at this time- counting 
-traffic, suicide, higher level education and quantify it with data numbers
2) Qualitative Research- not focused on numbers, description with words, post modern approach, subjective symbolism, 
-eg: suicide notes to determine themes and emotion, emotional state, words used…
Research methods: 

Surveys 


Secondary Analysis


Field Research (ethnography)
· Lately, modern 
· Social anthropology 
· Observation
· Qualitative and Quantative approaches
Experiments

Ethical Issues
· To protect the people being studied
· Field research: inform the people you are living with(co participants) tell people because you are writing about (studying) (traffic, culture…) imp that we protect what we are studying 
· Confidentiality
· Voluntary 
· Sign an ethics form 

Inherit Dangers
· shouldn’t have an agenda
· have to be objective have and open mind
· its normally too norrow and doesn’t mention 
EG: malinowski father of ethnological research-  culture shock, two diaries, one publisized and the other was private (daily) he compares people to a dog. It made many people disregard his work. This is a danger, 

EG: language is beatuful of these people and he is no longer objective and he shows empathy for these people. Over empathizing loving these people, sharing food. The mountain people- he writes about them and violates them (the Ik fo Uganada) not welcome, mean horrible. Suggested they be broken up and civilized. Sociologist damaged subjects. 
His sexuality and love coloured his view of the cultues. He had a lover in the group. Cannot over empathize or over criticize a society.
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