Magic: It has 2 meaning: 
1-Stage entertainment (Chris Angel) 
 2-(Magik) Invented by Aleister Crowley in the 1900’s.  
–Use of Will
-Use of an intangible power or FORCE ex: Praying (to ask God) 
-Magic is neither good nor bad; it’s the intention of the person using it.   
Occult: (considered a bad word because of the 1940’s) 
-Definition: Hidden 
-The occult (magic): occulted knowledge 
-Ex: MK on water bottles, food packages = Montréal kosher (Jewish) ( occulted because it’s hidden  )                         -                                                                                                 
Cosmology
 - Definition: Derived from the sacred origin text.  
- Cosmo : World view 
Axiology
-Definition: Values of how you live your life 
-Axio –Truisms about life 
Myth(ology)
- Mythology comes from: Mutho: words with layers of meaning and interpretations, metaphoric. and Logos: no level of interpretation    .                        (clear) (ex: pen) –Greek words. 
-Myth is sacred history, story
-The people who believe the ‘’myth’’, they honestly think it’s true. 
Culture
-Definition: -Social constructs- they are constructed
-Implicit
-Cultural norms are thought 
- How you dress ... they change from place to place 
-They tell you about race, boundaries... 
5 categories of things that are not related but have witch in them  
1- Witch (witchcraft): 
-Anthropology: Western, Europe, Spain..narrow view of religion (when they see different religion they think it’s odd so they call them witches
-witchdoctors are now called Shaman (religious practitioner) 
2- Historical witch: 
-1400-1800 (renascence) 
- ‘‘Burning times’’/‘‘hunting’’
-Accused of doing witchcraft 
-Before 1500 they just tortured them 
-in the 1500-1600 it became lethal (killing them)
3-Religious witch: 
-Modern phenomenon 
-religious world view 1980 and later
-They called themselves Wiccans: Does not worship the devil, but worships pre-Christianity  
4-Political/Godest worship/Feminist: 
-Political fusion
-1960-1970
-looking for women Gods
-Feminist statement
5-Satan (satanic witches): 
-Satanist
-1960   -Metaphor for self intelligence
Classical profiles
Witch:
 -Always females 
-Evil
-Not by choice (never called themselves witches but was accused) 
-Pact with the devil (she had to turn to the devil (not born a witch) )
-young and sexy or old and ugly
Warlock: 
-Man
-Oath breaker
-Evil
-Devil
 Wizard/Magician:  
-Man
-Magi
-Old
-Hired by Kings
-Source of power is knowledge
-Self empowerment (lifetime to get knowledge..studying)
-Good
Sorceror/ess:  
 -Man and women 
-Neutral
-No age
-Neither good nor bad
-Source of power: spells (spell book)
-They fallow what they have been told (father...)
-Sorc in Latin means fate  
-Job to tell you fate, read palms, tarot cards...
-Interpreters of fate
-Haruspice: telling the future through the guts of animals. 
Concept of the Devine
 1-Immanent: Inside our world of experience (spirits, ghost inside our world)
 2-Transcendent: Away or outside →The Beyond (God lives in heaven not on earth) 







Liminal (ity)
 -In the between
 -People, things, places... can be liminal. They can be in the between
EX:  Single                                   Married
  (state of being)                      (state of being)
                                   ↑
                              Between 
              (in a relationship, dating, engage..)Not clearly define = liminal   
-Liminality in religion: ex: -girl turning into women (what’s between girl and woman is the between) 
Abrahamic ‘‘peoples of the book’’
-Jews, Muslims and Christians
Structures of cultures
1-Urban:
 -1000 people → not related
- Different specialization 
-trade
-Hiarchie
2-Hunter-Gatherers: 
-Earliest social structure unit
-They hunt and they gather
-They have local knowledge
-Small society
-Equal
-Move around
-All related (family)
[image: ]-They are Animist: spiritual way of seeing the world (they believe that everything is a spirit) 
-Cyclical (fallows natural patterns: SEASONS)
3-Agrarian/agriculturalist: 
-stay in one place to grow things
-still hunt and gather
-Not related people
-start getting villages/settlements
-corn, bean, squash are the core of what they grow
-weather = important
-equal then became Polytheist and Pantheist →rituals ( for water...)
-Feeds more people
-people start to specialize: grow diff food = trade
Time: 2 ways of seeing it
1-Linear: In the beginning b4 time...and God created earth...linear path created by religion...moving forward (Abraham)
2-Cyclical: Circular time, cycle→ repeating, but not going back in time (Hinduism, Buddhism)↑ 
MONOTHEIST: Believe in one God – Single Devine 
POLYTHEIST: Believes in many Gods (Romans) –Open to many God in diff cultures 
PANTHEIST: Worships only their God; but they know that their is other Gods but no not accept it (greek)
Zoroastrian (Persia)
-religion that is still present this day
-Originates from Persia
-Gives Christianity a particular way of seeing God and the Devil
-Face sees 2 equal: Bad and Good
-2 Faces must be balanced if not in balance things are bad for humans
-Rituals are use to make the Gods happy; to hope that the good Devine listen (to make them happy-if not happy = floods...)
 Israilites
-Covenant:2 way contract (not just religious) 
-God is Transcendent
-Monotheist 
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Egyptian
-Time of pharaohs
-when you became a pharaoh you are a God on earth 
-Polytheist
-No rules for a pharaoh (many wives)
- P + W(1)( Wife must be a half sister (same father) = kids (all of the kids are half Gods)   
-Religious decision 
-After marring de Pharaoh the wife becomes a Goddess
-When Pharaoh dies = elaborate rituals
-1st time that a human = Devine on earth
Greeks/Romans
→Greeks: 
-Polytheist
-Greeks can come on earth (in disguise) + interact with humans (male Gods looking for sex) 
-Anybody could possibly become a God/Goddess ex: Hercules 
→Roman:
-Pantheist
-Similar to the Greeks
-Augustus = 1st recognized as God on earth
-Genius: -only men
-sort of a soul double
-The double flowers when becoming father/family chief, genius takes care of descendant of fallowing genius’s
-The emperor has the biggest genius, protecting the empire
-Genius has birthdays = biggest celebration (at emperors birthday, state said no work! For polytheist their is no problem but for Israilites (monotheist) =problem. Therefore Israilites = treason because they will not bow to the emperor (God) 
 HERESY: 
-Religious practice
-Believing or doing something forbidden or against what their religion says
TREASON: 
-Doing something against empire/country/state
Syncretic religions
-Religion which is formed from 2 or more previous religions. (Pieces of different religion to make one) ex: Christianity 
Metaphor
-Direct statement
-Sounds literal, but it is not
-Very culture based and time based
-Metaphor’s are about entailments
-Ex: Simile: Daisy looks like a cow and metaphor: Daisy is a cow (we know Daisy is not a cow, but we attribute the qualities of a cow to Daisy)
Historical witchcraft
-This period is also called the Burning times 
-IQUISITION: -Getting rid of political opposition 
-It is also the period of the Inquisition: Starts as the hunt for Heresy. Hunt by the church (Roman Catholics) Hunted gays, Jews... as well as witches.
-1400’s said that witches and witchcrafts is REAL (but the punishment wasn’t death) →Heresy because the roman catholic said (religious institution not the state)  
-PAGAN: -lives in the country, and where not up to date 
Catholic vs Protestant
-Starts in the renaissance (late 1400-1700)
-It was driven from the top down (kings) then became more down to up (the average Joe’s could accuse) –Era of belief 
-End’s with the industrial period (because there is no proof) also called Scientific revolution: Belief of the head. Thinking of the scientific theory or proof rather than belief.
-Protestant did a lot of hanging witches, less burning them  
-Societal shift from heart to head (separation of church and state)  
Movie #1: The Burning times
-Witches where actually women of power
-The word witch actually meant to bend or shape (without drugs)
-Movie: Women holocaust-9 million (metaphor for: meant a lot more than we can count) Everybody’s holocaust is bigger than others. Book: says its a miss calculation (# recorded in books)
Witch burning- ways of taking control over women power ex: childbirth
-Used torture to extract info 
 -False perspectives of witches ex: old...
-Witch hunt was a business ex: books...
-It takes one accusation for the woman to get charged
-Malleus Malificarum: -The #1 hunting witch text book. (1400) First book of that era after the bible (to not be so expensive) What advance the witch hunting is literacy. 
Scientific beliefs
- 2 scientific beliefs
1- Belief of the head: logic, provable, makes sense, science, repeatable results. 
2- Belief of the heart: way of thinking in western society, prior to the scientific revolution. Converting comes from the heart. 
Belief VS Scientific theory
→Belief: 
-Signs (by agreement)
- Explicit
-ex: stop sign (even without colour)
→Scientific theory: 
- Symbols (culturally based)
-Implicit to the culture
-Have subtexts
-Ex: ♥ heart shape, red heart = love, pink = friendship, black = break up...
Correspondances/Semiotics
-are perceived relationship between 2 things that seem unrelated (bruise = purple; plant= purple heal bruise) / are relationships that occults scientific research says exist between things that don’t look like they are related (magical correspondence) 
-Go’s back to the Greeks, Romans...
-NOT like metaphors but are Semiotics: -study of symbols and signs (an symbol or sign imbedded in one thing in order to connect it to the magical level 
-they consider this as scientific 
-No universals in correspondence ex: red = stop, danger... it’s not universal because in Japan red = luck
-Symbols: old system of telling the future
Prayer VS Spell
-Prayer: →Praying to the Devine to grant that prayer (Devine changes fate)
-Spell: →The Pagan is choosing the candles...specific acts) so THEY are changing fate 
Paracelsus (His nick name)
-One of the greatest ancient doctors 
-1400
-Medical doctor (Allophatic) at 16   -From Switzerland 
-Real name: Theophratis Bombastus Von Hoenheim
-Child genius    -Medical and occult concept
-Literate    -Big ego
-Wrote books –Holistic view (mind, body, spirit) 
-Concept of WILL→ focus your will things will happen (treat mind and soul not just the body 
-Hired by rich, runs his mouth, loses his job, get hired again, runs his mouth again, drunk and walked up a hill and fell and cracked his neck and died. 
3 Different occult sciences
-Looking for the key to the universe
-Words/speaking as sacred (classical western occult thinking) 
-2 schools of thoughts: 1- God left hints and all we need is enough knowledge to decode it 2- God knows what it is, and we have to figure it out
-Golums: -creatures that are created who has no soul.
1-Kaballah/Quabala
 -12th century Jewish Mysticism
-presuppose that the universe has structure
-Not translated in English until 1800
-It is composed of many books of wisdom (Zohar is the 1st key book)  
2-Alchemy
 -1500
-No the achievement but the process
-turn something dull into something valuable (one thing into something very different; the process to get it that way)
3-Gematria/Numerology
  -Symbols that represent volume, amounts... ex: 1,2,3
-Study of words and symbols and the hidden meaning
***-All religious rituals work the same, the signs and symbols are what make it work. It is religious theatre. Ritual  pratice when used in any kind of religious systems is ritual theatre (religious theatre) It is structured to evoque certain emotions , certain responses, from the people who are involved in that ritual. Ex: baptism Numinous: set movement , set speech, set actions which are done to evoque a particular religious sense, response, reaction from the participation community, and that response is called numinous. Something that is higher than your day to day life, an experience of God.  
-Some rituals are not religious. Ex: wearing lucky underwear during game..
-Rituals are there to remind you of your God... and in some way evoque this numinous experience within you, that’s what religious rituals is structured to create to evoque within the participant. 
-We all have rituals small or big ones (fate of the heart)
Low Magic
-Use of little spells 
-Ex: bruise and use of purple flower to cure it  -Not a lot of rituals 
-Not a lot of fate in a Devine
-more practical   -kitchen witches (healing)
-simple magic  -Using day to day stuff
High Magic
-ritualized
-a lot of correspondances and semiotics
-having the right tool for one thing
-a lot of things to remember
-breaking or forgetting spells= terrible things will happen and spell wont work
-Paracelsus
-ceremonial magician: specific people who do high magic
-metaphoric language
-many levels of metaphors and symbols
-Kaballah, alchemy
→After the collapse of the witch hunt, 2 male organisations began:
1-H.O.G.D
- (Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn)
-occult fraternity 
- 1700-1800 but dates further than that but no proof
-well educated, upper class men
-Multi level of initiation (secret societies) 
-had magical names  -post-witch craze   -big egos
-origin myth: H.O.G.D claims that this medical doctor– found a book in Germany, he needs help from friend (William Wynn West Coh) to translate, then a letter fell from book saying to the finder of this letter you are now the founder of the Golden Dawn. 
-Aleister Crowley: -left handed religion (learning and teaching by pushing the limits) 
-grew up by pushing the boundaries
- Gets involved with the H.O.G.D for 3 yrs
-Got kicked out of the H.O.G.D
-Samuel MacGregor-Mathers (linguist scolar- he translated the Kaballah from German to English) is also thrown out
-2 of them decided to take over the Golden Dawn but didn’t work
-Aleister goes to the O.T.O and gets in and becomes the head of the O.T.O
-Aleister starts publishing things from the Golden Dawn
-went to court H.O.G.D vs O.T.O and O.T.O = won
-Aleister dies in 1948-49
 
**-NO central training in becoming a neo-Pagan. Aside the Internet, they mainly get their training in festivals (to share experience, religious stuff, non religious, spells...) At these festivals there are real pagans, witches, and some that are not. At these festivals, there is no book (all from memory)
Semiotics of spells
→Candle spell: work on a psychological level (sub-conscience – correspondence level)
1. WHY: food, money... (careful in the wording (to not make somebody else suffer)
1. Colour: green (symbolic-what did the why say to you? What did that colour say to you?)
1. Personalizing: a. Engrave the name of the person (whole name)
                         b. Date of birth
                         c. Astrological sign
        4.     Focus: $... (Draw a picture that reminds you of the why)
        5.     Direction: → to the name (so the arrow brings it to that person)  
        6.     Ritual Action: “dressing or activating the candle”- Rub the candle with oil (specific oils) – A bit of oil in hand, and start from the middle    out –While doing this you thing about the purpose
        7.     Fire off the spell: -12:00 on full moon to increase –speak before you light it (poem, book...about the why) *Once you start don’t blow it out*  
2-O.T.O
- (Ordo Templi Orientis)
-Older of the 2 occult scientific organisation 
-1700
-well educated, upper class men
-starts in Germany and Austria 
-multi level of initiation (secret societies) 
-had magical names
-post-witch craze
-big egos
Gerald Garder or Gradner
-father of modern witchcraft
-1951 it was illegal to call yourself a witch; when dropped, there was a lot of false mediums 
-Died in 1950
-Wrote 2 books
-A woman who studied with him is Doreen Valiente: - called him on using Aleister’s stuff (that he gave to him)
-Mother of modern pagans
-Way with words
-broke ways with Gerald  -1999 she died
Alex Saunders  
-Claimed he came from a witch family
-His texts sound very similar to the ones of Gerald
-He studied with someone who trained with Gerald
-He added to Gerald text
-Died in 1960
Gardnerian  → Gerald
Alexandrian → Alex
Movie #2 Circle of witches
-Witches are not Satanist
-Pagans are prior to Christianity 
-They create a circle (where ever they want) to do their sacred things, just like a Mosque for Muslims...
-Pagans are connected to everything, trees...
-Pagans say that the world is a wonderful place, with many Gods...
-Pagan groups are called covenant. It is a small group
-Pagans have a deep respect for the earth
-Pagans say that no one knows what God is like...
-Pagans when they do magic is to change the thought of mind (sad to happy-psychology) using props to tell your conscience to change
-neo witches = new witches
→Modern witches: what their religion looks like: -rarely monotheist, mostly pantheist and polytheist
-use of magical will    -all nature is sacred
-believe in man Gods    -earth, air, fire and water
-mixed group, and only woman group  -rituals are done on the full moon...linear calendar 
→3 main grouping
                              Neo Pagan
Wiccan                                         Asatru                                         Druid 
Polytheist                           Pantheist (also call                 (Priest hood of the Brtish aisle)
 and pantheist                    themselves Heathens)                    (wiccan + shamanic)
                                                                                          Polytheist more than pantheist 
book...about the why) *Once you start don’t blow it out*  
Neo Satanism
-Back in Christian history
-Hell fire club: Brittan, 1700 created by Dashwood. It was a rich man club, against the conservative values from that period. 
-Self indulgence
-Ben Franklin was a member
-Best world for them 
→Profiles of Neo Satanism : Solitary Satanist: -male, outcast, 14-18 yrs, about gaining self fulfilment, being respected, solitary 
Out law Group
-Modern satanic group led my a guy who has got it going on
-male
-16-21-25 yrs
-independent
-deal drugs
-me, myself and I
-Rituals
-control
Neo-Satanic Church
-male and female
-me, myself and I
-taken care of yourself
-$
-Founder of the church of Satan-1966 is Anton Szandor Lavey: -From San Francisco –Comes from the era of love, peace...- church is about shock, control–One of his daughters debunked what he said –Satan is about controlling what is best for you – SATAN is a METAPHOR (for self indulgent)
Michael Aquino
 -Set came to Aquino in hi dream and told him to found a church
-Aquino created the Temple of Set in 1971
-Set is not Satan but an ancient Egyptian God
-Set is real and literal
-The Temple of Set used the term Xeper (ing): is to become as perfect as possible, perfection, God like (self improvement)
-Temple of Set is a moral
-Dropped the word Satanist to Setian
-Polytheist
Zeena Schreck
-Nicholas Schreck, her husband founded the Werewolf Order in 1984
-She joins in1988
-She is the daughter of Levey
-Born as a Satanist
-Disowns her father 
-shape shifting and transformation of how people perceive you 
-wolf pact social systems: Alfa male...
Neo Pagan cosmology VS Neo Satanism cosmology





Definitions: 
Anthropology: Study of humanity.
Holism: The study of human’s societies as systematic sums of their parts, as integrated wholes. 
4 field of anthropology:
1. Physical anthropology : The study of human biology and evolution 
1. Archaeology: The study of prehistoric people forms the analysis of their physical and cultural remains. 
1. Linguistic anthropology: The anthropological study of language.  
1. Cultural anthropology: The anthropological study of contemporary human societies and their cultures. 
Participant observation: A research method whereby the anthropologist lives in a community and participates in the lives of the people under study while at the same time making objective observation.
Foraging bands: Small communities that subsists by hunting, fishing and gathering wild plant foods. 
Horticulture: The use of cultivated domesticated plants, without the use of fertilizers, plows, irrigation, and other agricultural technologies. 
Pastoral nomads: Societies that subsists primarily by herding domesticated animals. 
Small scale: Describes relatively small communities that practice foraging, herding or technologically simple horticulture.
Human universals: Characteristics that are found in all humans societies.  
Ethnography: The descriptive of human societies. 
Ethnographers: A person who produces an ethnography. 
Ethnographic present: Speaking or writing about cultures in the present tense although what is described might no longer exist.  
Culture area: A geographical era in which societies share many cultural traits.
Divination:  Supernatural techniques for obtaining information about things unknown, including events that will occur in the future. 
Etic perspective: The study of a society using concepts that where developed outside of the culture. 
Emic perspective: The study of a society threw the eyes of the people being studied. 
Ethnocentrism: Using ones culture as the basis interpreting and judging other cultures.
Cultural relativism: Attempting to analyse and understanding cultures other than ones own without judging them in terms of ones own culture.
Modernity: A philosophical movement based on ideas of rationalities, objectivities, reason, and science as the means of gaining knowledge truth and progress.
Postmodernism: An emphasis on subjectivity over objectivity and a tendency towards reflectivity or self consciousness; all knowledge is seen as being a human construction that scholars must seek to deconstruct. 
Culture: Human beliefs and behaviours of a society that are learned, transmitted from one generation to the next, and shared by a group of people. 
Symbols: A shared understanding about the meaning of certain words, attributes or objects; something that stands for something else.
Religion: the realm of culture that concerns the sacred supernatural.
Operant definition: a definition in which we define our terms so they are observable and measurable and therefore can be studied.
Analytic definition: A definition that focuses on the religion manifests itself or is expressed in a culture. 
Functional definition: A definition that is based on the role that religion plays in a society.
Essentialist definition: A definition that looks at the essential nature of religion.
Supernatural: Entities and actions that transcend the natural world of cause and effect.
Sacred: An attitude where the subject or object is set apart from the normal every day world and is entitle to reverence and respect. 
Animism: A belief in spirit beings. 
Animatisms: The belief in an impersonal supernatural power. 
Functional approach: An Approach that is based on the function or role that religion plays in a society. 
Collective conscious: A set of beliefs shared by members of a social group that functions to limit the natural selfishness of individuals and promotes social cooperation. 
Evolutionary approach: An approach that focuses on the questions of when and how religion began and how it developed though time.
Marxist Approach: Idea that religion is a construction of those in power, designed to divert people’s attention from the miseries of their lives; a way of getting people to go along with capitalist culture.
Interpretive approach: Idea that cultural systems are understood by studying meanings; religion is a cluster of symbols that provides a charter for a culture’s ideas, values and way of life. 
Psychological Approach: An approach to the study of religion that is concerned with the relationship between culture and psychology and between society and individuals. 
Anthropomorphic: Nonhuman entities that have human characteristics. 
Theory of mind: The idea that people know, or think they know, what is going on in other people’s mind. 
Cognition: The processes of the human brain, including perception, attention, learning, memory, concept formation and problem solving. 
Agnosticism:  The idea that the existence of a god is unknowable, that it is as impossible to prove the non-existence of the supernatural as it is to prove existence. 
Myth: A sacred story that provides the basis for religious beliefs and practices. Regarded as fact; accepted on faith; source of authority on moral and ethical issues. Include a great many supernatural elements; are considered to be sacred. Characters are human and non human. Take place in the remote past in another world or in an earlier manifestation of today’s world. 
Worldview: The way in which a society perceives and interprets its reality. 
Urban legends: Contemporary story about people and events that never occurred, but are presented as real.  
Folktales: Regarded as fiction; not considered to be sacred; meant to entertain. Include supernatural elements, yet are secular. Characters are human and or non human. Exist independent of time and place. 
Legends: Based on real people, places or events and are considered to be factual. Include few if any supernatural elements; can be sacred or secular. Characters are generally human. Take place in the present or recent past; in the modern world. 
Social Charter: A story that establishes the proper organization and rules of behaviour of a society. 
Apocalypse: Ultimate devastation or the end of the world. 
Trickster: A god who gave humans important things or skills, often by accident or through trickery. 
Trickster stories: A story involving a trickster deity.
Monomyth: A theme common to many myths that tells of the adventures of a culture here. 
Witchcraft: The ability of a person to cause harm by means of a personal power that resides within the body of the witch.
Magic: Ways in which a person can compel the supernatural to behave in certain ways.
Law of Sympathy: Magic that depends on the apparent association or agreement between things.
Law of Similarity: Things that are alike.
Law of Contagion: Things that were once in contact continue to be in contact after the physical connection is served.
Divination: Supernatural techniques for obtaining information about things unknown, including events that occur in the future. Ex: Omens, Possessions, Dowsing...
Inspirational: A type of divination that involves a spiritual experience, such as a direct contact with a supernatural being through an altered stat e of consciousness. 
Noninspirational: Forms of divination that are performed without the direct involvement of supernatural beings. 
Gods: An individual supernatural being, with a distinctive name, personality, and control or influence of a major aspect of nature, that encompasses the life of an entire community or a major segment of the community.
Spirits: A supernatural being that is less powerful than a god and is usually more localized; often one of a collection of nonindividualized supernatural beings that are not given specific names and identities. 
Pantheon: All gods and goddesses in a polytheistic system. 
Supreme god: A god who resides at the top of a pantheon. 
Attribute god: A god that rules over a narrowly defined domain.
Creator gods: A god that that is responsible for the creation of the physical earth and the plants and animals that live upon it.
Monotheistic: one god
Polytheistic: many gods
Atheism: Disbelief in or denial of the existence of God or gods. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]

image1.png




image2.png




