Sept 24, 2012
Week 3

Theory, Research, and Values

Auguste Comte (1798-1857): used scientific method to understand the social world

Coined the term “sociology”

Vision of ideal society

Herbert Spencer(1820-1903)

Believed he had discovered scientific laws governing the operation of society

Theorized societies evolve the same as biological species do

Social inequalities necessary for societies to evolve 

“Social Darwinism”

Founding of sociology
Tension between belief in importance of science, and vision of ideal society

Tension reflected in early figures of sociology(Marx,Durkheim)

Theory: tentative explanation of some aspect of social life that states how and why certain facts are related

Sociological ideas are usually expressed in the form of theories

Research: Process of carefully observing social reality, often to “test” a theory or assess its validity
After sociologists conduct research, they also formulate theories based on their findings

Values: ideas about what is good, bad, right and wrong
Values help sociologists formulate and favour certain theories over others
Values can influence over our perceptions about research data: objectivity & subjectivity

Scientific Versus Unscientific Thinking

Biases and values influence our observations

Biases often lead us to draw incorrect conclusions about what we see
Scientific thinking and research help avoid incorrect conclusions based on personal experience, opinion, values or biases

Sociological Theory and Theorists

Functionalism: How is social order supported by macrostructures?
Conflict theory: How is social inequality maintained and challenged?
Symbolic Interactionism: How do people create meaning when they communicate in microlevel settings?
Feminism:

Durkheim
suicide is an example of functionalism

The whole is greater than the sum of its parts
Functionalism- all society works together to create social stability

Stresses that human behaviour us governed by stable patterns of social relations(structures)

Shows how social structures can either maintain or undermine social stability

Society all works together to cre

Consequences may be disruptive or dysfunctional

Dysfunctional consequences: are effects of social structures and create social instability

Some funcions are manifst:

What are social functions of sports?
Fitnes -( healthy population

Socialization: competition, fair play

Social bonds ( promotes social stability

Conflict Theory-micro

Macrolevel structures

Shows inequality produces social stability or social change

Privileged groups maintain advantages, while subordinate groups struggle to increase theirs

Elimination of privilege will lower the level of conflict and increase 

Karl Marx

Class conflict= struggle between classes to resist & overcome opposition of other classes

Class consciousness would lead working class to awareness of their exploitation

Form trade unions and labour parties, which would end private ownership of property and bring abot a communist society

Conflict Theory Today

How is power and inequality distributed in professional sports leagues? Which groups are privileged and which are exploited?

Max Weber

Noted growth of service sector of economy where workers enjoyed a higher status of income 

Symbolic Interactionism- micro

Focuses on interpersonal communication in microlevel social settings

Emphasizes social life is possible only because people attach meanings to things

Stresses people help create their social circumstances, not merely react to them

Increases our understanding and tolerance of people who may be different from us

Helps allow understand other people Verstehen: empathetically understanding peoples 

Mead (1863-1931) and Goffman

Symbolic Interactionism Today

How does social interaction in sport impact individual identity? Player positions, roles

Shared social values 

Feminist Theory- class conflict doesn’t only matter, but gender equality too

Harriet Martineau: first femal sociologist

Undertook critical studies

Modern Feminism

Focuses on patriarchy

Recomends elimination patterns of gender inequality

Explain their

Type of questions system might ask

Or what kinds of arguments

How would (theoriest) feel about catholic vs public schools
how would (theorist) feel about university schooling

Examples/explinations of course material

Culture, Subculture & Pop Culture

Review: 

Theoretical Perspectives:
Functionalism

Conflict Theory

Symbolic Interactionism

Feminism

Why Do We Do Research? Over time new research can change old research
Research Cycle

Formulate research question

Review existing research literature

Select research method

Collect data

Analyze data (most challenging step)

Publish results

What are ethics?

Morality- what is right and wrong

Research- protect research subjects(right to safety, privacy, confidentiality, informed consent)

University research: Tri Council Policy Statement & Ethics Boards

Treatment of research results( Concern about plagiarism, especially with the spread of the Internet

Approaches to research

Quantitative

Numbers to describe social phenomena, count events, analyze information with statistical techniques

Qualitative

Smaller sample sizes,deeper meanings, descriptions/interpretations of events observed

Mixed Methods

Fuller picture of social phenomena

Main Methods of Sociology

Experiments

Qualitative:Asking Questions: Surveys, Interviews

Field Research: Participation & Observation

Textual Analysis: Analysis of existing documents, communications, and official statistics

Content analysis: official statistics, police crime reports

Str: Inexpensive, convenient; requires to ethical agreement; useful for historical analysis

Weak: Often contain biases

Textual Analysis: can be mix of quantitative and qualitative – addresses strgths and wkns of methodological approach

Culture- the ways we dress, live

Origins, social roots of language, ethnocentrism and cultural relativism, culture as freedom, culture as restraint

Cultures as problem solvers

Culture is the means humans use to solve challenges of life

Humans turn to their culture for solutions (religions)

At the root of culture is solving the problem of meaning(how do we understand life/death, clothing)

Culture gives meaning to our sensory experiences(Christmas)

Culture defined: shared symbols and their definitions that people create to solve real-life problems


-Enables people to adapt to, and thrive in their environments

Symbols: concrete things or abstract terms that represent something else: shared

Language: a system of symbols strung together to communicate thought

Language is a primary carrier of culture

Sociologists claim that language is a cultural invention is disputed by some scientists who believe language is instinctual, not cultural

Origins of Culture

There are three tools un human cultural survival kits

Abstraction: The ability to create general concepts that are meaningful

Cooperation: ability to create a complex social life by generally accepted ways of doing things and about what is right and wrongs

Norms are standars of behaviour or generally accepted ways of doing things; and

Values, or ideas about what is right and wrong, good and bad, beautiful and ugly

Production: human capacity to make use of tools, and thereby improve our ability to take what we want from nature

Material Culture: Comprised of tools and techniques that

Non-material culture:

Three Types of Norms

Folkways: least important that also evoke the least severe punishment(preferable way of acting)

Mores(MOR-AYS): Core norms that most people believe are essential for survival of their group or societ

Taboos: Are among the strongest norms(it causes revulsion on the community, and severe punishment)

Online reflection “though there are 2 official languages, there is no official culture, or one over other)
If there is “no official culture” describe what it means to be a Canadian(freedom of choice, tobaganning, hockey

Do you agree with Trudea that there is no official culture in Canada? Explain why or why not
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Culture: shared symbols and their definitions that people create to solve real-life problems

-enables peope to adapt, and thrive in their environment

Symbols –concrete things or abstract terms that represent something else(symbols are shard)

Functionalist Analysis: Culture and Ethnocentrism

-people tend to take culture for granted

-the ideas, norms, and techniques of other cultures often seem odd, irrational and inferior

Ethnocentrism: is the tendency for a person to judge other cultures exclusively by the standards of their own

Culture as freedom: provides us with an opportunity to exercise our freedom

Culture as constraint: existing culture puts limits on what we can think and do

Culture as Freedom: Symbolic Interactionism

-People do not accept culture passively

-culture is interpreted and creatively fashioned

-we are at liberty to choose how culture influences us

Conflict Analysis: The Rights Revolution

Rights Revolution: processes by which socially excluded groups have struggled to win equal rights under the law and in practice

The rights revolution fragments Canadian culture by:

-legitimizing the grievances of groups that were formerly excluded from full social participation

-renewing their pride in their identity and heritage

Culture as Constraint: rationalization

-Culture acts as a constraining force on our loves. Cultural norms and values limit the ways we behave and think in socially approved ways

Rationalization: Webers form for the most efficient means to achieve given goals and the unintended, negative consequences of doing so(efficiency to achieve goal)

-Rationalization is one of the most constraining aspects of contemporary culture, making life akin to living inside and “iron cage”

Consumerism: Tendency to define ourselves in terms of good we purchase

-Consumers motivated to make purchases because of bombardment of advertising in form of North America’s “shop till you drop” lifestyle

-Marketers now influence culture

Socialization

Social Construction

-is a variant of symbolic interactionism

-Argues that when people interact, they typically assume things are naturally or innately what they seem to be

-Suggests apparently natural or innate features of life are often sustained by social processes that vary historically and culturally

Social Isolation and the Crystallization of Self-Identity

Socialization: the process by which group members learn their culture(functioning member of society)

-Norms, values and roles(behaviour expected)

-Individuals become aware of themselves as they interact with others

Theories of Childhood Socialization

-The self: consists of your ideas and attitudes about who you are

-Formation of a sense of self begins in childhood and continues in adolescence

-Crystallization of self-identity during adolescence is just one episode in the lifelong process of socialization

-Feud, Mead

Mead’s Theory of Self

Mead proposed following concepts in development: 

-The “I”: subjective and impulsive aspect of the self that is present from birth

-The “me”: objective component of the self that emerges as people communicate symbolically and learn to take the role of each other(shaped by culture)

4 Stages of Development: Role Taking

Imitation of significant others(people who play important roles in early socialization experiences of children such as parents)

Pretending(roles outside family)

Playing complex games(how roles relate to one another)

Developing a sense of cultural standards or an image of the “generalized other”(A persons image of cultural standards and how they apply to him/her)

Cultural Differences

-Sociological factors help explain the development of different ways of thinking of different cultures

-Society plays a major role in shaping the way we think and the way we think of ourselves

Internet Culture

-Sociological interaction on the internet can lead to the formation of virtual communities: associations of people, scattered across the country or the planet, who communicate via computer and modem about subjects of common interest

-Virtual communities often develop their own culture within unique norms, values and language

Theories and Agents of Socialization

Socialization processes operate through a variety of social institutions:
Schools, families, peer groups, mass media

Families

-most important agent of primary socialization: the process of mastering the basic skills required to function in society during childhood

-the family into which you are born also exerts and enduring influence over the course of your life

Schools: Functions and Conflicts

-the public school system became increasingly responsible for secondary socialization: specialization outside the family after childhood(How to be a Canadian citizen)

-The hidden curriculum in school involves teaching obedience to authority and conformity to cultural norms(functionalist: socialization in school

-Disproportionate numbers of students from poor and racial-minority families reject the hidden curriculum and often do poorly in school

Peer Groups(become independent from family)

-People who are about the same age and similar status  as the individual

-Status: refers to recognized social position an individual can occupy

-Help integrate young people into the larger society

Mass Media

-Has become na increasingly important socializing agent in the 21st century

-Include television, radio, movies, videos, CDs, audiotapes, Internet, newspapers, magazines and books

Mass Media and the Feminist Approach to Socialization

-The mass media expose individuals to influences that shape their ideas, attitudes, expectations, values and behaviour

-We learn gender roles through the media

Gender roles: widely shared expectations about how males and females are supposed to act

Mass Media: gender roles and cultural narratives
Resocialization

Resocialization: occurs when a powerful socializing agents deliberately cause rapid change in people’s values, roles, and self-conception, sometimes against their will(replicate process of socialization quickly)

Inititaion rites:

Why do ppl overlook social forces as causing suicide: because it is carried out by individuals in private settings

Connection between Personal troubles and social structures: sociological imagination

Involve yourself in a group: Participant observation

Loss of languages: globalization (English dominant 
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What are the differences between sociology and common sense

Sociology looks at differences that we take for granted

Sociology is objective, not subjective

Research= sociology

Compare and contrast 2 of the 4 main theoretical traditions(ex. Not education)

Structural-Functionalism: how institutions come together to form society, everything contributes to society

Conflcit theory: challenges power structures, combines social theory with action

Symbolic interactionism: symbols, (wear a suit at law, dress shirt at interview)

Feminism:  women are equal to men

What is culture Define using own words, using examples

Shared values and beliefs, shared norms

What is socialization? Define in your own words, using examples

Learn how to behave as an adult, teacher, lawyer etc.

What is sociological imagination? Define in your own words and explain why it is important for the study of sociology(using examples)

Relates personal problems on a greater level

What are the main research methods used by sociologists?
Strengths and weaknesses

Bias, misinterpretation, interview=nervous, 

Str= see emotional response, you can follow up

Social Stratification & Income Inequality in Canada

Social Stratification: refers to the way in which society is in layers or strata(ethnicity, race, gender etc)

-Prosperity is not shared equally. Ex. Rich vs. poor,  age, race\

Top 1/5th of Canada controls 43.4% of wealth

Second 1/5th owns 22.4%

Economic Inequality in Canada

-Among rich countries, income inequakity is lowest in Denmark and highest in the US. Canada is middle

-In Canada the distribution of income has changed little between 1951 and 2008

Factors of economic success

Degree of natural talent

Degree of effort

Level of education

Human Capital is the sum of useful skills and knowledge than an individual possesses 

Explanations of Income Inequality

Social and cultural capital influence economic rewards, unequally

Social Capital: people’s networks or connections

Cultural capital: stock of learning skills that increases chance of securing a superior job

Income vs Wealth. =Family factors, financial enterprise

-Mix of family fortune, business acumen, and opportunism typically key determinants of wealth

-Wealth inequality is increasing rapidly in Canada- but not as much as in US which surpasses all other highly industrialized countries in wealth inequalities

Income and Poverty

Low income cutoff is the income threshold below which a family spends more than 20% of its income on necessities

Living per month from Ontario Works $600

Housing: $359

Transportation: $96.25

Phone: $25 with 100 minutes

Utilites(hydro,water): $40

Food: $76 left

Explaining Poverty

There are two types

Individual level explinations(personal deficits, laziness, lack of education)

Structural explanations(capitalist economics, accumulation of wealt/material goods as goal, minimum wage)

Ideology and explanations of poverty:

Ideology: a relatively coherent set of interrelated beliefs about a society and the people in it

Example: The American Dream and the Myth of Meritocracy(hard work = success) 

Social Mobility: access to resources

Mass Media & Stratification – The Digital Divide

Domination and Resistance on the Internet

The internet gives consumers new crative capabilities, blurring distinction between producer/consumer

Access

Primarily individual users must pay for the Internet’s expensive infrastructure

Richer families are more likely to have Internet

Sex versus Gender

Sex: biologically being born with male or female genitals and the male or female hormones that stimulate the development of your reproductive system

Gender: Sense of being male or female and performing masculine and feminine roles as defined as appropriate by your culture and society. Identity, learnt to do, performed

Theories of Gender – Two Main Perspectives

Essentialism: School of thought that views gender differences as reflection of biological differences between men and women

Social Constructionism: Regards gender differences as constructed by social structure and culture

Social Constructionism

Social Constructionism: those features of life that appear natural or innate are sustained by social processes that vary both historically and culturally

-Gender is considered a social construction

Gender Socialization: the various ways in which meanings of genders are taught. We all must learn how to be male or female

Religion & Society

Structure of society and peoples place in society influence

-content and intensity of religious beliefs

-form and frequency of religious practice

For Durkheim religion consists of: Common beliefs/practices/rituals, collective element

Secularization Thesis = secular is anything not religious

-earlier sociologists of religion argued that scientific and other forsm of rationalism were replacing religious authority

Secularization Thesis: that religious institutions, actions, and consciousness are likely to disappear as the authority of scientific reasoning takes hold

Revised Secularization thesis: worldly institutions break off from institution of religion over time

A shift of authority for religion

-As a result. Religion is personal choice yet flourishes in different societies

Religion at a Glance

81% of adults and 71% of teens believe in God or higher power

92% of US citizens

Roughly 72% of Americans and 67% of Canadians report to be religious

25% of American internet users have gotten religious or spiritual information online

64% of wired Americans have used the internet for spiritual or religious purposes

Common Sociological Metafors for the Study of Religion

-The Sacred Canopy

The Religious Marketplace

The Sacred Canopy

Sees religion as a worldview constructed to answer the profound and mundane questions of human life

-These answers provide and overarching vision of how a religious social group: envisions the world, organizes individual and social life

-Can cover small subgroups or entire national cultures

The Religious Marketplace = religion becomes the product itself. Active religious consumers(eat bacon, or polygamy)

Increased social, cultural and religious diversity in global village

-Increased competition between religious faiths

-Individual preferences, markets determine choice

-Passive “transmission” versus active “choice”

-Characteristic of pluralistic societies

-Based on rational choice and consumption theories

Megachurches

-Since the 19700s there has been an increase in Megachurches: a church with weekly attendance of more than 2000 participants

-Megachurches growth is mostly found in American Protestant denomination but is on the rise globally as well – South Korea

-Megachurches represent a complex mix of religion, lifestyle and consumerism

Sociological Approaches to the Study of Religion

Sacred and profane

-NOT simply good/evil or holy/secular distinction

-Each varies cross culturally and changes over time

-Mutually exclusive- interaction between the two is guided through rites/rituals

-Society/individuals create religion by categorizing phenomena as either sacred or profane

-Evoke collective feelings

Sacred: essence of mystery within religion, non-empirical experience, beyond understanding, awe

-rituals/objects can be sacred

Profane: everything else

“The Church”= people who share like minded adherence in morals and values

-the collective component of religion: religion is eminently a social thing

-Nost Wster Christian idea of church

Collective Effervescence(a feeling or sacred energy in the act of coming together in shared belief/practi)
-comes from social groupings ie society

-Considered to be the essence of religion

-Can be achieved through non-religious group activities or over periods of time(power)

-A result of collective exaltation: the coming together of religious collections

Religion, Feminist, and Conflict Theory

Conflict and feminist theories lodge two main criticisms against Durkheims theory:

It overemphasizes religions role in maintaining social cohesion 

It ignores the fact that when religion does increase social cohesion, it often reinforces social equality

Digital Durkheim

Are the sacred and profane evident in second life?
Is there a collective group? A moral comminuty?
Can collective effervescence occur through religion in second life? Why or why not?

