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1. The Mediterranean world after the ‘fall’ of Rome
2. Byzantium: the Eastern Empire
3. Byzantium: the power of religion

KEY TERMS
Barbarian invasion  Germanic tribes invade the Roman empire’s territory ad slowly destroy the empire
476 CE: traditional end date of the Roman Empire  last of the Roman emperors in the east
Constantinople Capital of the Byzantine Empire, Crossroads of Europe and Asia
Byzantium/Byzantine Empire  eastern part of the Roman Empire that survives when Rome falls
Justinian  Important emperor in the Byzantine Empire (most influential)
Corpus Juris Civilis  the body of civil law
Hagia Sophia Justinian’s most famous monument Cathedral of Holy Wisdom, 537 CE
Iconoclasm
There was a constant “chipping away” at the Roman Empire over several decades until the inevitable collapse occurred. The Germanic tribes had destroyed Rome.

Byzantine Empire survived and even prospered through the 5th and 6th century’s  remains a player until 1453 (Constantinople falls to the Turks)
Greek speaking more urbanized than its eastern counterpart – when the west began to fal you could see Byzantium returns to its more Hellenistic (Greek) roots
Christianity is less powerful here as the return to their roots nulls a lot of Christian doctrines (belief – orthodoxy – heresy)  true teaching of the scriptures
Second power is wielded by Imperial agents  managing the empire
Enters a new expansion phase under the rule of Justinian
Population was split into rival factions (greens and blues, Based upon their allegiance to the games), population included those who absorbed Hellenistic aspects too (very mixed ethnics)
City centres (Commerce) are still key to the Empire, this weans in the 7-8th Century
Justinian
Co-ruled with his wife Theodora military generals and legal experts (Tribonian)
532: surpassed a circus faction riots
Constantinople: pop. 350,000, largest city, crossroads of Asia and Europe
Centralized government: “one God, one empire, one religion”
Law reform: four-volume Corpus Juris Civilis (“body of civil law”) – used as a model through the Renaissance
Church of Hagia Sophia – Justinian’s most famous monument, Cathedral of Holy Wisdom, 537 CE separations of the divine and the material, human world
Briefly recaptured North Africa, Italy, southern Spain

Emperors associated themselves with their divinity with God, One painting of an emperor being crowned by Jesus 
Law is used to govern the subjects but the Emperors themselves are above the law
Peasant army but the bureaucrats were uncharged of it, most important offices were held by unics (castrated men)
Iconoclasm Monasteries outside civil control (300 within Constantinople itself) Religious appeal with based upon its appeal of the ions. Monastaries of these icons represented a religious rule that threated the Emperor’s rule. Create a grey area between the Material world and the divine world. Very popular.  Monastaries existed outside of the State founded churches. 



