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Parliamentary and presidential systems of government

A) Parliamentary system: Canada has a parliamentary system; it comes from the Great Britain.  In Britain what you have is 17 century was about crowns governing without explanations. Later it was the assembly of bourgeoisies. These parties started to pressure the crown. As these parties gained power from the crown then things started to shift to them. In 1688 onwards there was a transfer of power. 

This leads to… 

1) Dual executive: head of government and head of states: 

Head of state: this is the position stand above politics (Queen, King). It has formal exceptive power. It does not need a monarch. 

Head of government: they are the ones who look at making policies and rules.

There will always be two types of head leaders.

-parliamentary monarchies and parliamentary republics: Republics: no one holds position of political power in virtue of their birth. A question will arise of who is president? 

2) Fusion of legislative and executive powers: There is fusion power in a parliamentary power. All other members of the executives are also members of the legislative branch. In Canada all of our ministers have to be members of the House of Commons, or they can be senators. It is necessary that in the Canadian parliamentary all members have to be members of the legislation branch.  

-Members of the executive are also members of parliament. 

3) Responsible government: this means that the exceptive can govern only within the house. This in practice is signal of 50% of one vote of government. Citizens of state we don’t vote for government, we vote for a parliament then the parliament picks a government. Parliament needs to give their support to one or more governments. After an election, you can have a minority which is that the wining party has won the most of the seats in parliament. If the wining the party of seats then they have the chance to pick their government first. This means that the leader can become duty minster or part of cabinet, or the party that has won the most seats but not the minority then they will govern alone. The other parties can let it go (house can give confidence) or they can ask the question of confidence. Then there’s a vote in the house to see if the minority has confidence in the party. If the answer is no then the government cannot govern or cannot govern alone. This means that the head of state has the total control of what can happen. 

Fist the head of state can tell the government to find a condition. 
Second the head of state can go the second place (most important) government and see if they want to govern with that party or alone.  

- Question of confidence; the house can make the government fall: there is a lot of power.

- The executive can dissolve the legislature: The head of government has so much power that it can dissolve the legislature. 

B) Presidential system: it is an American invention. In this system, the president is head of state and head of government. There is no doubt who is president. In this case there are usually only to people fighting to get this title. Things are slower in a presidential system compared to a parliament system. Bills and other important documents require the signature of the president, to make them official. 

1) One centre of executive authority 

2) Separation between the legislative and executive powers: it is based on the principle of separation of power. 

- The executive is not responsible to the legislature: the legislature can't dismiss the president and the president has no power to dissolve the assembly: there is no responsible government. The American president does not need the confidence of the house of govern (the president is there until his time is up and time for another election). 

3) Check and balances: bills and other documents require the signature of the president.  

- Vetoes and counter-vetoes. 


C) Premier-Presidential. 


- Works like a parliamentary system (responsible government) but the president, directly elected, is the dominant political position. 
- The president can dissolve the house and formally appoints the Prime minister
KEY TERMS

Cabinet: Strictly speaking, the cabinet is the council of ministers, the members of which are responsible for given portfolios or departments of government activity and jurisdiction

Coalition: An alliance of multiple political actors with the express purpose of designing coordinated strategies among its members. For example, a coalition government brings together multiple political parties that harmonize and correlate their ideal policies

Head of government: The head of the council of ministers

Head of state: The chief executive of a political system

Veto player: A political actor whose consent is necessary, but not sufficient, to alter the status quo

Vote of confidence: A legislative vote that is called in order to test whether the executive enjoys the confidence of a working majority in the legislature. Sometimes the head of government may choose to designate the parliamentary vote of a given bill as a matter of confidence. This technique may allow the head of government to rein in potential defectors in the party who may otherwise vote against the party line on the given bill

Vote of no confidence: Similar to the confidence vote, this is also called to test the ability of the cabinet to enjoy the support of a working majority in the legislature. However, a no-confidence vote is called by the opposition. Some parliamentary systems used the constructive no-confidence vote, which requires that the motion designates an alternative head of government to the one whose removal is sought

