February 6, 2013
Lecture 4

Thesis Review
How do you know if you have a good thesis?
· Fact vs. argument
· Defining terms
· Topic has been narrowed sufficiently
· Answer questions like “why”, “how”, and “so what?”
· Can you think of any rebuttals to your own argument?

Part 1: What am I saying and why am I saying it?

At the end of part 2 become more in control of what you are saying
The Relationship Between WHAT and HOW
How do we persuade?
· Have a single, compelling idea
· To be persuasive you have to be coherent, and to be coherent you have to know what you’re talking about
· Eliminate abstractions
· Talk about real people doing real things
· The best writers talk about big stuff but bring it back down to the small things and give an example
· Use airtight logic
· When you really want the reader to follow you and pay attention to what you’re saying, use short sentences
· BE the reader
· Hardest one to do
· Try and get outside of your own head, think about what the reader is thinking, will this make sense to the reader?
· View your audience as a jury
· Imagine yourself as having to defend yourself and you have to convince the jury to agree with you
· This will also keep you humble
· Deliberately narrow your audience
· Don’t try and write for everyone all at once
· Establish credibility and state your opinion
· Needs to happen in the introduction 
· State your position clearly
· Identify early in the paper that you know what you’re talking about
· Acknowledge that the other side exists and be respectful of the opposition
· Backup your thesis
· Don’t make promises in your thesis that you don’t then fulfill
· Make sure essay is structured in the same way that you structured your thesis
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