January 30, 2013
Argument Analysis
Characteristics of a good argument culture:
· An argument culture assumes the presence of an audience and emphasizes its importance 
· An argument culture acknowledges and may even embrace uncertainty
· You move beyond the facts that you have and write what those facts might mean
·  An argument culture values conviction in the face of uncertainty
· You still have to believe in your argument
· Argument culture embraces the process of justifying rather than proving
· Argument culture is one in which individuals 

Inevitable tensions within argumentation
· The tension between contingency and commitment
· You know what you’re arguing is uncertain because you’re interpreting something a certain way and other people may interpret it differently
· The tension between personal conviction and sensitivity to audience
· The tension between decision and non-closure
· Often you are not resolving a problem, you are clarifying a problem

Toulmin Method of argument analysis
· Claim: the position or claim being argued for; the conclusion of the argument
· Reason: reasons or supporting evidence that hoister the claim
· Assumption: the principle, provision or chain of reasoning that connects the grounds/reason to the claim
· Backing: support, justification, reasons to back up the assumption (data/facts)
· Rebuttal/Reservation: exceptions to the claim; description and rebuttal of counter-examples and counter-arguments
· Qualification: you might have to go back and qualify or change the original claim, if the rebuttal is serious enough
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