January 23rd 2013
Lecture 2

Characteristics of an Effective Thesis
Thesis—position
- Clear
- Specific (don’t tell us 9/11 has changed the world, say 9/11 has changed the way we travel drastically...etc)
- Rational 

Ask yourselves...
So what?
Why?
How?

Drafting a working thesis
• Answer to question you have posed
• Solution to problem
• Statement taking a position on a detectable subject

A thesis must:
1. Require proof
Avoid facts
2. Be of reasonable scope/ be specific
Do not be too broad
3. Be sharply focused:
Do not be too vague

Weak
• Not answering “how?” “why?” and “so what?”
• Example: the printing press made information more available to people of the lower class and thereby changed the world
• Example: the discovery of penicillin revolutionized medicine

Argumentative Essay
- Size 12 font
- Black and white
- Double spaced
- Times new roman, calibri, aerial 
- In the top left corner write: (all in single spacing)
your name
ENG 1100 W
Anna Mancini/ Hazel Atkins
Date
- Title same font
- And immediately start your essay, no cover page 
- Minimum 500 and maximum 750
- Rubric on blackboard 
Evaluating Arguments
Distinguish between reasonable and fallacious argumentative tactics
1. Hasty Generalization
“deaths from drug overdoses in Vancouver have doubled in the past three years. Therefore, more Canadians than ever are dying from drug abuse.”
- Confusion in terms drug abuse vs. Drug overdoses
- Goes from Vancouver to all of Canada
2. False analogy 
“if we can put humans on the moon, we should be able to find a cure for the common cold”
- The people trying to put humans on the moon are not the same as the people trying to cure the common cold
3. Over-simplifying
“Since mayor Cho took office, unemployment of minorities in the city has decreased by 7%. Mayor Cho should be applauded for reducing unemployment among minorities.” 
- Obama getting blamed by all the things Bush did
4. Unfair weighing of options (only two)
“our current war against drugs has not worked. Either we should legalize drugs or we should turn the drug was over to our armed forces and let them fight it.”
- You either let them run around and be crazy or you kill them—not a fair comparison
5. Making assumptions
- Missing claim: “violent crime is increasing. Therefore, we should reintroduce the death penalty.”…Logical step left out
- Non sequitur: “Maria loves good food; therefore, she will make an excellent chef.”…Unrelated comparison/missing logical connection
6. Distinguish between legitimate and unfair emotional appeals
Unfair:
Writing by “attacking people,” you do not want to attack people, but attack ideas.
Emotions take over the writing style and argument 
Attack people behind ideas, personal attacks
Legitimate:
fair writing, no attacks on a person
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