January 16, 2013
Brainstorming, Focusing an Idea and Linking Ideas

Topic
· Precise
· Detailed
· Descriptive, we know exactly what you’re talking about

Asking researchable questions:
· Question of definition: ex-equality
· A question that crosses disciplines:  ex-“How will global climate change affect birth rates in Central Africa?” 
· In your introduction you have say what you are/aren’t talking about
· Ask a question that arises out of scholarly debate around an issue: ex- “what are health care professionals saying about the increase of obesity in Canadian primary school children?”

Therefore, when you come up with an essay topic, you have to ask yourself a series of questions to narrow your topic down

Asking ‘so what?’
· What is my purpose?
· Do I ant people to be concerned about…?
· Do I want to educate people about…?
· Do I want to dissuade people from…?
· Do I want to provide information to people to help them make a decision about…?

Developing a Statement of Purpose

Critical Analysis of Topic: How Can I Best Achieve my Purpose?
· Fact
· Did something happen?
· What are the facts?
· Is there a problem/issue?
· How did it begin and what are its causes?
· Definition
· What exactly is the problem/issue?
· What kind of a problem/issue is it?
· To what larger class of things or events does it belong?
· What are its parts, and how are they related?
· Quality
· Is it a good or bad thing?
· How serious is the problem/issue?
· Whom might is affect?
· What happens if we don’t do anything?
· What are the costs of solving the problem/issue?

· Policy
· Should action be taken?
· Who should be involved in helping to solve the problem/address the issue?
· What should be done about this problem?
· What needs to happen to solve this problem/address this issue?

Methods of Brainstorming/Limiting Ideas
· Listing
· Clustering
· Focused free-writing
· Journalist questions (who, what, when, where, why, how?)
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