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Paracinema/Independent/Explotation 
Film: Faster, Pussycat! Kill! Kill! (1965)

1950’s: Eisenhower’s American
Economic Boom
Bulging middleclass
Suburbanization: white picket fence and car culture
Invention of the “Teenager”
Beat Movement
The beginning of counter culture
Film culture comes of age
Art House distribution and exhibition
Film festivals
Independent becomes an honorable term

Censorship
-1915: supreme courts says movies are not free speech
-1951: supreme court says movies are free speech
-1952: Films are now protected under the 1st amendment
You can only censor films in cases of “obscenity”

Challenges to the Production Code (hays code)
The moon is Blue (1953)
Director disregards minor provisions of code
Film contains discussion of sex
PCA refuses to approve it
Adapted Tennessee Williams’ plays:
Street car named desire
Baby Doll
Cat on a hot tin roof

HUAC Hearings: Censorship of a Different sort
-1946-57: House Committee on Un-American 
-Activities-Anti-communist investigation of Hollywood
-Anti-communist pressure extended to film

Independent mode of production
Thrives in post-studio era
Exploitation Films

Exploitation
Cheap and fast
Lurid and sensation
Promotion and marketing were key
Promise more important that delivery
Trailer more important than film
Push boundaries of acceptable taste and prevailing moral standards
Related to B film, just as disposable
“Trash” cinema
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