Polybe wrote about the Roman Empire because he was so interested in its climb to glory. Rome at its finest occupied almost all inhabited land. The empire managed to do all that in fewer than 53 years. He found it important to look at their government structure, because evidently, whatever they were doing was really working for them.

Polybe suggests that the Roman Empire worked because it was ruled with a mixed Constitution. While some governments may be monarchical, aristocratic, or democratic, the Romans combined the three as one cohesive unit. Polybe even goes so far as to make the relation between each level of Roman rule and a different form of government based on the typologies that Aristotle presented. He suggests that the consuls are equivalent to monarchs, having the final decision on everything yet always working with the senate. Speaking of which, the senate fills the role of the aristocracy, taking care of external affairs and the treasury as well. Finally, the tribunals act as the democratic group.

In a conventional constitution, where only one of these forms of government is implemented at a time, the tendency for it to deteriorate is always lurking. Monarchy runs the risk of rotting into tyranny, as absolute power corrupts absolutely. Yet in the Roman structure, having two consuls sharing the final word provides a safeguard against abuse of authority. Moreover, they are also accountable to represent the opinions of the tribunal, which are further refined by the aristocratic senate. 	
The senate being a small group of elite thinkers acts as a great mediator between the tribunal and the consuls. They can add their educated opinion to the desires of the people and pass on their suggestions to the consuls. That way the consuls are not overwhelmed with the onus of deciding on their own, 

Monarchy, an absolute leader. Aristocracy, ruled by the elite. Democracy, getting everyone’s opinion by representatives.
Tyranny absolute power is abused, oligarchy government by a few, ochlocracy government by the masses, mob rule.

In the event of war, there was a condition that allowed for one dictator to take over rule for a fixed period of 6 months before things would go back to normal. However, during the dictator’s rule, the tribunals got to keep their power and were not absorbed by this one ruler.

When a regime arrives at an uncontested supremacy, prosperity begins. However, when everyone begins to be prosperous, sometimes the people can revolt, thinking they no longer need to be governed.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
1) Typologie des régimes
· Aristote n’impose pas un régime, aucun en particulier, mais il ne croit que parmis tout ces régimes pas tousse le val
· Il y a les régimes droits et les régimes déviés
· Le Gouvernant et les gouvernés
· Un roi membre de l’élite mis au sommet de l’état, individu d’exeption, issue de la richesse
· Un personne du peuple, Insite la tyranny, ses désirs deviennent réel
· Oligarchie : controlé par les riches, inégalité est forte, la richesse appartient à l’état
· Liberté extrème, l’égalité est exaggéré
· Aristotle’s suggestion : politie – un régime qui serait impure, les pauvre ne gouverne pas, c’est la majorité du classe moyenne (L’idéel) les riches ne commandent pas est sont incapable d’obéir. Un régime réalisable. Le peuple est supérieur à l’élite. Le peuple délibère juridiquement et politiquement, mais le pouvoir reste chez les élites.

L’humain est un animal politique naturellement disposé de se mettre en groupes.
En famille par un besoin physiologique, vivraient en villages, la division de travails. La vie étique heureuse, « la polis ». 

La bonheur de la cité viendrait de l’autarcie (autonomie).
La souveraineté
La cité n’est pas trop grand (3000 personnes)
L’amitié civique – homogénéité
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